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INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING 
New Delhi, 4 February 1960 

The Public meeting of the thirty-fifth session of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission was held at Vigyan Bhawan, New 
Delhi on Thursday, 4 February 1960 at 10,00 a.m. The session was 
inaugurated by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Alinister of India, 
and was presided over by Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Minister for Education, 
Government of India. 

A list of members present will be found at the end of the 
Proceedings. 

On arrival at the Vigyan Bhawan, the Prime Minister was 
received by Dr. K. L. Shrimali and the Secretary of the Commission. 
The Secretary then introduced the members of the Commission to 
the Prime Minister after which a group photograph was taken. 
The Prime Minister, Dr. K. L. Shrimali. Shri K. G. Saiyidain, 
Chairman of the Research and Publication Committee and the mem¬ 
bers of the Commission then entered the Vigyan Bhawan hall in a 
procession. 

Dr. Shrimali then requested the Prime Minister to inaugurate 
die session. 

Inaugural Address of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India 

Mr. President and Friends: I feel somewhat lost because of the 
subject of this conference. Everybody knows the importance of 
historical records It does not require argument for these to be kept 
but I know nothing about the actual subjects that you probably 
discuss about these records, how to preserve, how they may be avail¬ 
able to historians, etc. 

It is obvious that any country, any society which does not take 
an interest in its past loses roots or it has not got deep roots. Now 
that interest in the past can be rather precise, historical more or 
less, interest of actual facts ascertained or as oft-^^ as we find it. 
Sentimental bonds, which is a very powerful bond, based not on 
precise history but on certain popular adaptations of tradition which 
takes the place of history as in India and w^hich probably, are true 
or not, have had a most powerful influence on human being genera¬ 
tion after generation. 
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India, in thc^ strict sense of the word, has not been a country 
paying much attention to histoiy like the Arabs, like the Chinese 
and like others and we have satisfied ourselves in the past by more 
or less traditional accounts of great happenings, great rulers and 
the like. Weil that may have some virtue occasionally, but it is 
clear that in the modem age that is not adequate. Anyhow, it never 
was fully adequate and more so now. 

So it is a good thing that in India our attention is veering inore 
and more to what might be called the scientific study of history 
and for that of course records are needed. But what exactly do you 
mean by historical records? In the old days you might have said 
the records of kings, rulers, important men, what they thought, what 
they did, documents, important documents and all that. That is, 
that history was supposed to be largcrly dependent on the personal 
whims of a king or an emperor or somebody else who played an 
important part. Well, I presume that that is not the viewpoint now. 
Apart from the fact that such kings and rulers become fewer and 
fewer in the world, history is governed by other factors, not so 
much by the individual, although the individual counts, and even if 
the individual counts, he himself counts not as an old ruler, old 
type of ruler, but something entirelv new. as a representative 
of mass opinion. 

T suppose a very impor-tant document from the historical record 
point of view about an old ruler may be his love letters or his 
personal life because so much is deoendent on that ruler^s whims 
and vagaries. 

Now, that type of influence maj" not be completely absent but is 
less obviously and you have to deal with entirely new types of mass 
opinion, mass formation of societv and a new .society dovelpping 
where the individ’ial counts far less. And on Iho one side, there is 
a mass, the democratic mass if you like, on the other a technological 
society is developing with its own urges and momentum, so that the 
whole texture of history is changing. 

If some future historian wants to write the l\istory of our day, 
what kind of documents would he like? It is a good test. Probably 
there will be documents, let us say, of India today, documents of 
what the Planning Commission is doing and how it is bringing 
about an industrial revolution here. Many of you may or may not 
agree with it. Many of you presumably are what might be called 
professional historians with your eyes rather turned towards the 
past, to some extent to the present. 

The centre of things changes. The most important thing today 
in India is the transition of India into a technological society. That 
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is an important thing, not of the individual functions here, what 
•letters he wote or did not write. And any process which makes us 
realise the changes coming about, these technological changes, 
becomes important from the point of view of history, not the indivi¬ 
dual at all. 

And how are you to judge again history today? It is the history 
of masses, it is the history, not of the individual so much, although 
again I do not deny the importance of the individual, but it is a 
history of a mass and sometimes a mass without a definite clear 
face about it. We have moved into entirely new regions of his¬ 
torical functioning. A historical writing must adapt itself to it and 
I fear that the historian of past ages will have to shift his emphasis 
and his understanding of events because he is too used to indivi¬ 
duals functioning on an important stage; what happened in a battle, 
a ruler—^what he wrote, what orders he gave; it was important of 
course in those days, but it becomes unimportant, much less import¬ 
ant today. Other factors come in. The whole shift of emphasis 
■presumably changes. 

I am merely putting some thoughts before you to consider. I 
am no historian. I have interest in history and if I may say so, I 
am interested in history, not at all or very little as some kind of 
dry-as-dust outlines of events in the past—it does not interest me in 
the slightest. The period of history that interests me is a period 
when I can identify myself with it, in a greater or lesser measure, 
at any rate for that moment, when I am dealing with it, reading or 
writing. 

Now that leads to another conclusion. Personally speaking, as 
an amateur, I imagine that a historian can only write effectively 
about a period if he can for the moment become a part of that 
period. It does not matter what you write about it, what you write 
about the. Vedic Age or some subsequent period in India. You 
must adapt yourself to that period and feel the urges, the impulses, 
the dangers, disasters, the j’Oys, sorrows, then to some extent, of 
course only to some extent, you become part of that period and 
begin to get some vague understanding. It has to be vague, it can’t 
be real but still some vague understanding of what people lived 
like and moved, what their hopes and difficulties were. 

Once yon do that you become part of that period for the time 
being. Immediately you cease to be or you tend to cease to be 
•completely objective historians, you function just like an individual 
in the present context who presumes to write absolutely objectively, 
as if he was some distant observer of the current events today 
in the world or in India. Well he can give a large number of dates 
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and events, this iu^pened and that happened but only a professional? 
historian will be able to read what he has written,- completely 
iinihteresting to any body except as a reference book if you like.. 

If you want to give some flesh and blood to your conception of 
history, you must live it in the present or in the past. If you are 
apart from it, it is a dry stuff, not very much of human value 
except as a reference thing. Therefore if you identify yourself with- 
the period, whether the past or the present, you must have mused 
about that period. , 

The historian is not supposed to be a blank mind incapable of 
human feelings, desires, urges, aspirations, just reflecting somebody 
else’s mind. I say this because there is so much talk about the 
objective view of doing things. Well, if I may say so with all hu¬ 
mility, there is no such thing in the wide world as an objective view 
except for the objective fool. Any man who has any guts in him,, 
has views. Yes. He should suppress them. He should not allow 
them to distort his vision. That is true. But if he has absolutely 
no views at all on problems that agitate humanity, he can never 
enter into the spirit of humanity. He must have views and the 
stronger the views the more he can identify himself. Of course if 
they are too strong he may topple over and intellectually topple 
over. 

So this difficulty comes in. If you remain intellectually quite 
apart from the event you are dealing with, you do not wholly 
appreciate it, you cannot write about it with that warmth which 
good writing should contain. If you identify yourself more or less 
to some extent you will get the warmth at the cost of objectivity- 

I prefer the latter any day because there is life in that writing 
and life in that thinking even. Then there are bare records of 
events without anything that moves you. If you are not moved, if 
the writer is not moved, how can the reader be moved. It is obvious 
if the writer feels no deep interest or passion in what he is writing, 
obviously he cannot convey something he has not got, he cannot 
convey to his readers. He may write text-books for students to pass 
an examination but it is not a book that people will read with 
pleasxire. 

So there is this difficulty about this business of history and now 
when the material of history is not the individual but society as 
such—in the biggest possible way—what records do you keep in 
your archives? It is all very well to talk about ancient records. 
You may have a letter of Akbar or an edict of Ashoka which is of 
the highest importance. It is all right. What records do you keep 
today of events because everything is important. Every pamphlet 
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that somebody issues is important from the point of view of the- 
histonan. Probably that little pamphlet may give you an insight, 
into some thing or some poster will give you insight into something 
which you may not get from the fat tomes of history. 

This is the material for future historians. Then you come up to 
this difficulty that the material is coming so fast that it is totally 
impossible for anyone to grasp it. You may spend your life in 
examining one tiny part of it and you may get some idea, you may 
become an expert in that tiny part, but understanding a tiny part 
does not mean understanding q picture at all, the picture of human 
life. th»’ picture of man striving successfully or unsuccessfully, 
going forward and all that. You may write about a certain period, 
as I see, sometimes the syllabuses of Universities, European history 
from 1789 to 1914, and so on and so forth, whatever it is. 

Not having myself studied it, how it is done. I find it very diffi¬ 
cult to understand or appreciate how anybody can understand the 
movement of the human race by studying history in this way. Of 
course, one can specialise in a particular period but only when you 
know something about an entire picture, then you can look closely 
with a microscope into a small part of it. If you look at the small 
part all the time all your life, then you shrink to that small part 
and keep apart from the wider picture yourself. That is the 
difficulty. 

And now with this vast amount of material, every newspaper, 
every book, all this material for future history, how am I to read a 
hundred thousand books, billions of pages, newspapers and others, 
nobody can do it. So that curiously enough while on the other 
hand, the historians live completely in the present and cannot trans¬ 
port themselves into the past of which they write. Also it loses 
much significance. 

So you must have as a historian a dual personality which partly 
lives in the present, and partly in the past and if the two are not 
integrated, the past and the present, inside you, you may get into 
trouble with yourself. So these difficulties arise. 

Now not being a historian at all and only a person interested in 
the development of human society and interested also in individuals 
who have played an important role in it, I can presume to speak to 
you because only two types of persons can speak about a subject; 
one is the person who knows a good deal about it; the other is a 
person who is completely ignorant about it. I belong to the latter 
type. Therefore I have presumed to speak about this. Well, having 
explained my own presence here, I gladly inaugurate this conference. 
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After the Inaugural Address by the Prime Minister, Dr. K. L. 
Shrimali delivered his Presidential Address. 

Presidential Address of Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Minister for Education, 

Government of India. 

Mr. Prime Minister, Members of the Commission, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

It is my privilege to welcome you on behalf, of the Government 
of India to the thirty-fifth session of the Commission. During the 
last year we lost some eminent scholars of Indian history—Dr. G. S. 
Sardesai, Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, Brig. H. Bullock and Dr. A. S. Altekar. 
Dr. Sardesai’s death, following so soon after the death of Dr. J. N. 
Sarkar, has created a void which will not be easy to fill. An 
acknowledged authority on Maratha history, he was one of the very 
first who used the hitherto untapped vast source materials of Maratha 
history brought to light by Rajwade, Khare and Parasnis. He had 
an almost unbroken association with the Indian Historical Records 
Commission from 1923 to 1957, when he felt he was too old to be 
of much use to the Commission. Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, Professor 
of Lucknow University, was a member from 1948 to 1952 and Brig. 
H. Bullock, former Judge Advocate General of India, was a member 
from 1942 to 1947. Dr. Altekar, Director, K. P. Jayaswal Research 
Institute, Patna, was an authority on Ancient Indian History and 
it came as a great shock when he passed away on the eve of the 
twenty-second session of the Indian History Congress at Gauhati 
over which he was to preside. The loss of these distingui.shed 
scholars is irreparable. 

This is the second time that the Commission is meeting at Delhi, 
which has always occupied a pride of place in Indian history. For 
ages it has seen the foundation and flowering of successive empire.*? 
and been the hub round which the fate of the greater part of India 
revolved. The mounds and ruins of its thirteen cities bear visible 
testimony to the dramas that were enacted here, and indeed, each 
particle of its dust may be said to be surcharged with history. The 
tradition has been maintained, almost unbroken, to the present, and 
indeed the current drama is more absorbing than all those that 
preceded it. Proximity and familiarity tend to make us oblivious 
of this fact, but occasions such as this offer an opportunity of recal¬ 
ling the stirring times of the bygone as well as of the present age. 

Though the flow of accessions to National Archives of India has. 
as during the past few years, suffered from want of space, the 
Department drew up an extensive programme for acquiring docu¬ 
ments of historical importance in private custody either by way of 
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gift or by purchase. An Advisory Committee Vv^as appointed by the 
• Goveminent to assist the Director of Archives in assessing the value 
of documents offered for sale. This programme has made some 
headway and the Department has been able to acquire some valu¬ 
able documents and manuscripts. The documents received bv way 
of gift include a collection of personal letters of Dr. N. B. Khare 
containing letters exchanged between him and other national leaders 
like Mahatma Gandhi. Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukerjee; a manuscript in LaJa 
Lajpatrai’s handwriting containing “recollections of his life and 
work for an Independent India while living in U.S.A. and Japan" 
from the New York Public Library; and three Persian documents 
from Dr. Saiyid Fakhrud-Din of Baroda. A total of 170 documents 
and manuscripts has been purchased, among these mention may be 
made of a farman of Emperor Akbar in Persian; Muntakhdbut- 
Twarikh, a manuscript in Persian throwing light on the later 
Mughals and the East India Company’s dealings with Ihe Nawabs 
of Oudh Khulasatul-AklibaVy a general history in Persian from the 
creation of the world down to 905 AH. (1499-1500 AD.) written in 
1032 A.H. (1622-23 A.D.); and Munshat-l-Madho Ram, dated 1110 A.H. 
(1699-1700 A.D.), a collection of letters in Per^sian from the 
well-known Munshi to the Emperor Aurangzeb. members of the 
royal family, nobles and chiefs. Besides, microfilm copies of some 
valuable documents including R‘')''>uuncJi!~i-BrUarlur Shah, belong¬ 
ing to Naziria Public Library, Delhi, and 91 documents includin£ 
farmans, sanads. an(J parwaiia,^^ of {\v- "vTue']il and their 

nobles available in the Delhi Fort Museum have been acquired 

Closely linked with the programme of acquisition of documents 
and manuscripts is the scheme of the compilation of a National 
Register of Records in private custody. The greatest difficulty in 
implementing the scheme is our lack c/> information about such 
documents. In a huge country like India, such information can be 
gathered only through the active cooperation of the State Govern¬ 
ments who can avail of the assistance of the State or District Record>» 
Survey Committees or -icarned institutions in their respective areas. 
As a token of its interest in this matter, the Government of India 
have decided to sanction grants to such State Governments which 
might undertake to collect information about documents in private 
hands for the proposed. National Register. So far five States 
including Rajasthan, Madras, Orissa, Punjab and U.P. have drawn 
up schemes for the contemplated drive. 

Besides its current scheme of microfilming records in the 
National Archives of India the Department has drawn up a pro- 
: gramme of microfilming records of national importance, and the 
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Government have decided to deposit a copy each of such rnicrotilms, 
in four selected libraries in different parts of the country as a pre¬ 
caution against their possible loss. The Government are also trying 
to obtain microfilm copies of records from foreign countries. Orders 
for microfilms of Dutch records from 1732 onwards have already 
been placed. 

The accessions during 1959 included 156 reels of microfilms of 
Additional Manuscripts and Egerton Manuscripts from the British 
Museum; 1 reel from the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris; and 48 reels 
fro.-n the U.S.A. under the Wheat Loan Programme. 

The publication programme has made good progress during the 
year under review. Six volumes—Volumes VI. IX and XIII of the 
Port William—^India House Correspondence. Volume X of the 
Calendar of Persian Correspondance, and Browne Correspondence 
each of them running into .500 pages or more, and the introductory 
Dart of the guide to the Records in the National Archives of India 
and two pamphlets—one on preservation and another on Indian 
Seals have already been published. Further, the printing of one 
volume consisting of three reviews of the State of Education in India 
compiled in 1862, 1867 and 1872. is almost complete. 

The programme of repair and rehabilitation of records has also 
been receiving the attention of the Archives. Besides attending to 
the requirements of the records in its own custody, the Department 
has repaired and laminated some important manuscripts in the 
custody of private persons and institutions. These include Mahatma 
Gandhi’s papers collected by the Gandhi Srnarak Nidhi, a complete 
set of files of ‘Indian Opinion', and a folio of Shri Magan Lai Gandhi’s 
correspondence. 

The National Archives of India lias recently embarked upon a 
new project of cataloguing the seals found on the documents in its 
custody. Besides, the Mughal and British seals and the seals of 
various local rulers, there are to be found the seals of Afghanistan. 
Iran, Muscat, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Tibet, Malaya etc. In view 
of the great value of these seals as a primary source material of 
Indian history, it is hoped that this pioneering venture will open up 
new vistas of re.se?.rch and insoire other archival repositories in the 
country to embark upon similar enterprises. 

I must also apprise you of the progress made towards the pro¬ 
posed enactment of a law pertaining to the administration of 
archives. As recommended by the Commission at its last session 
in January 1959, the Government of India appointed in August 1959 
a Committee under the Chairmanship of Dr. Tara Chand to advise 
the Government on the proposed legislation. The Committee is 
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tindihg ways and means of placing the administration of records on 
• a sound footing and ensuring the preservation of the archival wealth 
of the country for posterity. The Government will take necessary 
-action when the report is submitted. 

In order to give more encouragement to the students to conduct 
research in the National Archives of India, the Research J'ellowship 
Scheme of the Department was revised and the value of researcn 
fellowships has been raised. 

The Training Scheme of the Department was also revised. The 
number of stipends has been increased. In addition, provision has 
been made to give special monthly allowances to candidates 
sponsored by State Governments and Central Government Offices 
Uicated outside Delhi. 

Access to original material and freedom of expression have 
•opened fresh avenues to research scholars and it is a matter of some 
satisfaction that in the post-independence period there has been 
considerable interest in historical research. The number of research 
■scholars working in the National Archives increased from 63 in 1947 
•to more than 150 in 1959. 

We are at present so much engrossed with our own immediate 
social and economic problems that we are apt to overlook the 
importance of the patient and humble labours of the researcn 
icholar.s'who spent most of their life-span in digging into the past 
and making available to future historians facts which may throw 
light on some o. our contemporary problems. In our country we 
have not yet fully realised that history can play a very important 
role in guiding us to solve many of the baffling and complicated 
problems which confront us today. History is not a simple chronicle 
of past events; it is also an explanation of those events in the light 
of the present. It inspires people to noble deeds and helps them to 
avoid those pitfalls which have led humanity many times on the 
path of destruction. History develops a balanced and rational 
attitude towards the past. It saves us from either imitating the past 
slavishly or rejecting it altogether; and in this way the study of 
history guards us aginst making mistakes in the social and political 
life of our own times. 

There are a vast number of historical events covering many 
centuries, the explanation and understanding of which will serve as 
beacon light in the stormy weather which we are facing today. If 
history is to serve as an effective guide for proper understanding of 
the problems of the day^ it will have to be re-written by the histo- 
■Jians. This is not to underestimate the importance of historians who 
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have made valuable contributions to the understanding of our 
civilisation. The need for re-writing history arises from the fact 
that however objective and scientific a historian may try to be, he 
cannot be free completely from the values and ideals, the prejudices 
and conflicts of his own age. He may try to subordinate the desire 
for moral judgment to the need for accuracy, but, being human he 
cannot help cherishing a secret hope of influencing the political 
events of the day and expressing some kind of personal predilection 
in the use of his material. The histories written by the older 
generations of historians cannot reflect the hopes and aspirations, 
the tastes and preoccupations, the urges and struggles of our own 
generation and however valuable old documents may be for 
research scholars, they do not in themselves throw much light oi» 
the problems of today. In order that history may serve as an 
inspiration for the present, the past must be revivified and recreated 
by the creative vision of the historian so that its relationship and 
link with the present may be clearly established. This is a tre¬ 
mendous task and a formidable challenge to the present as well as- 
future historians. 

In the end I have to thank the members of the Commission for 
accepting our invitation to hold this session in Delhi in spite of 
difficulties of accommodation and other inconveniences which they 
have to face in Delhi. I am particularly grateful to the Prime 
Minister that in spite of his preoccupations he has found time to 
inaugurate this Conference. His presence on this occasion is a 
source of inspiration to us since he has not only discovered the past 
of India with the insight of a true historian but is also now respons¬ 
ible for shaping the destiny of new India. It is in the fitness of 
things that this gathering of distinguished historians should be 
addressed by one who has already made an indelible imprint on the 
history of our times and who has also contributed significantly to 
the writing of history. 

An exhibition of historical records, documents, maps, photographs 
etc. was organised in connection with the session of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission at Vigyan Bhawan. The exhibition 
was opened by Dr. K. L. Shrimali on the 4th February after the 
Public Meeting, where the Prime Minister was an interested 
spectator. A large number of interesting exhibits were displayed at 
the exhibition, which included documents etc. from the National 
Archives of India, and from the State Archives Offices of Andhra,. 
Bihar, Bombay and Punjab. 

In the afternoon of the 5th February twenty-two papers were- 
read and discussed. The session was presided over by Ptnf. D. V..- 
Potdar. 
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On the 4th evening the Education Minister was ‘At Home’ to tbe 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTY-NINTH MEETING OF THE 
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

New Delhi, 5 February, 1960 

The twenty-ninth meeting of the Research and Public^on Com¬ 
mittee was held at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi at 11-0 a.m. on 
Friday, 5 February, 1960. The meeting was presided over by Shri 
K. G. Saiyidain, Educational Adviser to the Government of India 
! and ex-officio Chairman of the Committee. 

The list of members who attended the meeting will be found at 
the end of the proceedings. 

Welcoming the members Shri Saiyidain said that the Govern¬ 
ment of India were very thankful to all the members of the Re¬ 
search and Publication Committee for the help and advice that they 
had been extending to the National Archives of India from time to 
time in implementing its various programmes. Referring to the 
agenda of the meeting, the Chairman said that the policy of the 
Government of India in implementing the various proposals sug¬ 
gested therein would depend largely on the availability of money 
and suitable personnel. The Government, he added, were particu¬ 
larly handicapped by a recent directive from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs which restricted the recruitment of additional staff to the 
barest minimum. There was, therefore, need for the Committee to 
formulate its proposals as realistically as possible with due regard 
to priorities. 

Referring to the Publication Programme of the National Archi¬ 
ves of India, Shri Saiyidain said that the programme which was 
formulated as far back as 1942, and was originally meant to be a 
Five-year Programme had not been completed. Though the tempo 
of work had increased recently, he was told that the work would 
take five or six years more to complete. That, he added, would in¬ 
dicate that there was need to be more realisitic in our future plan¬ 
ning and far more vigorous implementation. 

Shri Saiyidain further said that in so far as implementation of 
the various programmes recommended by the Research and Publi¬ 
cation Committee was concerned, he had observed that the prf>- 
gress in the States was unfortunately slow. This, he said, might be 
largely due to the fact that these items of work were in most cases 
given a low priority. He, therefore, appealed to all the members 
that whenever any decision of the Research and Publication Com- 
niittee was referred to the States, Universities etc., they should use 
their influence to ensure that proper attention was paid to them and 
they were expeditiously implemented. 
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1. Review of action taken on the resolutions passed at the twenty- 

eighth and some previous meetings. 

(Please see conspectus). 

Action taken was recorded. 

2. Review of progress made in the Publication Programme of the 

National Archives of India 

A tabular statement reviewing the progre.'ss made in the Publi¬ 
cation Programme of the National Archives of India for 1959 is 
given in Appendix ‘A’. 

Under Scheme I, an Editor is to be appointed for Volume XII of 
the Fort William-India House Correspondence in place of late Dr. 
S. N. Das Gupta. The Committee may suggest a name. 

Under Scheme II. the Sub-Committee for Publication appointed 
by the Research and Publicafon Committee has recommended that 
the Sir John Shore’s Minutes need not be published in view of the 
fact that many of the important minutes have already been brought 
out. Please sqe recommendation No. (2) of the Second Meeting of 
the Sub-Committee (Appendix G.). 

Dr. Raghubir Sinh enquired how much time it would take for 
the National Archives of Ind'a to fix the price of Volume 1 of the 
Fort William—India House Correspondence. 

The Secretary replied that the National Archives of India had 
recently decided to fix the price of the volume at Rs. 32. The delay in 
fixing the price of the volume was due to the fact that the publication 
in question being quite voluminous, the original cost of the volume 
came to Rs. 49. This, he thought, was quite high, and keeping in 
view the earlier recommendation of the Research and Publication 
Committee that the price of these volumes should not exceed Rs. 20. 
he tried to fix the price at Rs. 25. The Government of India did not 
agree to th's. Ultimately he had to agree to Rs. 32 as a compromise 
The Volume would be placed on sale soon 

Dr. R. R. Sethi enquired whether i1 would not be possible for 
the National Archives of India to sell these volumes at discount 
rate.s to the members of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 

The Secretary replied that the price of the volumes were fixed 
by the Manager of Publications, who also sold them. 

After some discussion the following resolution was passed: 

Resolution I .—Resolved that the publications brought out by the 
National Archives of India under its Publication Programme may 
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be sold to the members of the Indian Historical Records Commission 
at concessional rates. 

Dr. Raghubir Sinh then proposed that the name of the Officer who 
actually edited the Calendar o/ Persian Correspondence should be 
printed in the volumes. 

The Secretary said that these d’d not form part of the regular 
Publication Px'ogramme of the National Archives of India, but was 
in continuation of an old series started by Sir E. Denison Ross 

Dr. Raghubir Sinh said that there was some justification for S r 
Denison Ross to print his name as he himself was a Persian scholar 
But among the subsequent Directors most of them did not know 
Persian and there was, therefore, all the more reason for them t(‘ 
mention the names of the Officers who actually edited the Calendar 
of Persian Correspondence, 

Dr. Bishoshwar Prasad said that he was not sure whether in 
the publ cations of the Government of India it was essential that 
the names of all the members of the staff who were responsible for 
editing and publication of a volume should bo mentioned. In the 
Government publications either no name was given, or only the 
namc‘ of the Hoad of the Department was printed. 

Supporting Dr, Raghubir Sinh, Dr. P. M. Joshi said that for the 
publications (;f the Bombay Record Office the State Government's 
poPey was always to pr’nt the name of the .scholar who actually 
edited a V(jlume. This, accord*ng to him. gave both recognition 
and encouriigornent to the scholars, 

T)ie Secretary said that in the Fort William—India House Cor¬ 
respondence series, of which the Director of Archives, Government 
of India, was the General Editor, the names of the Honorary Editors 
were always pr nted. In the Preface to the^e volumes he Jiad also 
ment oned the names of the members of the staff who had assisted 
him in ed'ting the volumes. The same principle was followed by 
him in the Browne Correspondence and Calendar of Persian Corres¬ 
pondence, 

Concluding the discussion the Chairman said that this would 
serve the purpose adequately. 

Shri F. M. Hassnain said that according Resolution V of the 
twenty-.s»eventh meeting of the Research and Publication Commit¬ 
tee the Editors etc., were rc.yjjjLrJ c * ... Prr Ih. ir work expedi¬ 
tiously. From the statement of the Publication Programme he 
found that publication of the Marathi Letters and Elphinstone Cor¬ 
respondence had not so far been completed though the works were 
entrusted to the Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala and Nagpur 
University more than ten years ago. 
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Shri D, V. Potdar replied that so far as the Marathi Letters 
were concerned, these were published some three or four years 
back. But according to the contract the Bharata Itihasa Samsho- 
dhaka Mandala had also to publish English summaries of those letters 
with notes etc- It was here that the Mandala was facing financial 
difficulties. He said he had a discussion with the Director of Archi¬ 
ves, Government of India on the matter and hoped something would 
be done in this regard. 

As regards Elphinstone Correspondence, Dr. R. M. Sinha said 
that before he left Nagpur University, the major portion of the 
Volume was already printed and only about 50 pages remained to 
be set on print. 

Dr. V. R. Deoras, representative of the Nagpur University said 
that the delay was mainly on the part o*f the press. He, however, 
assured the Committee that necessary action would be taken by the 
University in expediting the printing. 

With regard to the Hindi Letters the Secretary said that Volume 
I, which was being edited and published by the Allahabad Universi¬ 
ty, was expected to come out of the press shortly. As regards 
Volume II, which was being published by the Government of Rajas¬ 
than, he asked Shri N. R. Khadgawat to throw some light on its 
progress. 

Shri N. R. Khadgawat said that he was not aware of the latest 
position. All that he knew was that the manuscripts were prepared 
sometime in 1944 and some funds were provided by the Government 
of Rajasthan for the publication of the Volume. He had an idea 
that sometime in 1954 or 1955 Dr. M. L. Sharma, who was editing 
the volume, was asked by the State Government to hand over the 
editing work to some body else. 

Shri V. S. Suri said that this was a very sorry state of affairs and 
some remedial measures might be taken. 

After some discussion it was decided that Dr. M. L. Sharma 
should be requested through the Government of Rajasthan to com¬ 
plete the work within a specified period, otherwise the work should 
be taken away from him. 

With regard to Ochterlony Papers, Dr- N. K. Sinha said that the 
Calcutta University had been assured of some grant by the Uni¬ 
versity Grants Commission, and as such the University would be 
able to undertake the publication of the volume. 

The question of appointment of an Honorary Editor for Volume 
XII of the Fort William,—India House Correspondence in place of 
late Dr. S. N. Das Gupta was then taken up for consideration. The 
names of Dr. H. L. Gupta and Dr. A. Tripathi were proposed. 
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After a short discussion in which Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad, Dr. 
N. K. Sinha and the Chairman participated, the following resolu¬ 
tion was passed: 

Resolution IL —Resolved that the Secretary, Indian Historical 
Records Commission, may take necessary action in consultation 
with the Chairman of il\Q Research and Publication Committee to 
appoint an Honorary Editor for Volume XII of the Fort William — 
India House Correspondence in place of late Dr. S. N. Das Gupta. 

3. Resolution by Sfiri R. P. Patwardhan regarding appouitmcnt of 
additional staff for the National Archives of hidia to expeditk^ 
Us Publication Programme 

“The Committee notes that the progress of the pubh'cal’on of the 
volumes of the Fort WiUiavi—India House Correspoyidcnee under 
the Publication Programme of the National Archives of India is dis¬ 
appointingly slow, and requests the Secretary of the Indian Histori¬ 
cal Records Commiss on to move the Government of India to sanc¬ 
tion additional staff and funds to the Department to enaidp the work 
to be carriiid out more expeditiously”. 

Secretary's note. —Every effort 's being made to expedite the 
publication of various voTimes under the Publication Programme 
of the National Arcliives of India. As will appear from the state¬ 
ment at Annexurc I, three volumes ot Fort William—India House 
Correspoyidence have been prinU'd .since tlie Commission met last 
in December 1958 and two more volumes arc in various stages of 
printing. Under Scheme II, B^oivne Correspondence has also been 
printed this Year. This shows a decided^improvement on the pro¬ 
gress made in the previous years. As was explained several times 
in the past, the slow progress in printing the volumes could be 
attributed mainly to the additional work that had to be done after 
they were received from the Honorary Editors and the difficulties 
that the National Archives of India had to face in selecting suitable 
press to undertake the work of printing. Appointment of additional 
staff for National Archives will no doubt help in expediting the 
Publication Programme, but this may not be feasible for sometime to 
come. 

The following resolution was passed: 

Resolution III .—This Committee recommends that the Govern¬ 
ment of India may be moved to sanction additional staff and funds 
to the National Archives of India to expedite its Publication Pro¬ 
gramme. 

4. Recommendations of the Sub-Committee for Publication 

The Research and Publication Committee at its twenty-sixth 
meeting held at Bhubaneswar in March 1958 appointed a Sub-Com¬ 
mittee to reassess the Twenty-Year Publication Programme of the 
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National Archives of India. The Sub-Committee held three meet* 
ings on the 1st September, 8th and 30th December, 1958 respectively. 
The proceedings of the meetings of the Sub-Committee will be found 
in Appendix G- The main recommendations of the Sub-Committee 
arc: — 

(i) that the present scheme of publishing letters to and from 
the Court of Directors in extenso may be given up 
for the period after 1800. Instead, selected records 
alone may be published in the same series; 

('i) that a detailed scheme for publishing selected documents 
may be prepared by the National Archives of India 
relating to post-1858 period. In the first place, docu¬ 
ments relating to Land Revenue, Finance, Fiscal Policy 
and Foreign Relations should be published; 

(iii) that some items under the new scheme may be taken up 

by the National Archives of India and the remaming^ 
one.s by various Universit ios; 

(iv) that the publication of Sir John Shore’s Minutes need not 

be undertaken since most of the important minutes 
have already been published; and 

(v) that the National Archives of India should not undertake 

any new programme until the present Publication Pro¬ 
gramme is completed. 

The details of the lecords proposed to be published on the basis 
of the recommendatipns%f the Sub-Committee were placed before 
the Reseaurch and Publication Committee. 

After the implications of the main recommendations of the 
Sub-Committoe were explained by Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad, Dr. N. K. 
Sinha said that Land Revenue, being more or less of local interest, 
need not be included under the proposed Publication Programme. 

The recommendations of the Sub-Committee Cor Publication were 
endorsed by the Research and Publication Committee subject to the 
change suggested by Dr. N. K. Sinha, and the following resolution 
was passed unanimously. 

Resolution IV .—The Research and Publication Committee endorses 
the following recommendations of the Sub-Committee for 
Publication : 

(i) that the present scheme of the National Archives of Indk 
of publishing letters to and from the Court of Directon 
in extenso may be given up for the period after 1800, 
instead, selected records alone may be published in the 
same series; 
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(ii) that in the first place, documents relating to finance, Fiscal 
Policy and Foreign Relations should be published; 

(iiil that some item uno’er the new scheme may be taken up 
by the National Archives of India and the remaining 
ones by various Universities; 

(iv) that the National Archives of India should not undertake 

any new programme until the present Publication 
Programme is completed; and 

(v) that the publication of Sir John Shore’s Minutes need not 

be undertaken since most of the important minutes have 
already been published. 

As regards Land Revenue records, the following resolution was 
passed at the suggestion of Shri S. Nurui Hasan ; 

Resolution V .—Resolved that the State Gov(‘rnments may be 
requested to undertake a programme of publication of Land Revenue 
Records in their respective custody, and that the National Archives 
of India should extend its help to the State Governments by offering 
microfilm copies of such records as may be required by the State 
Governments in this regard. 

5. Resolution by Dr, R. M. Sinha, regarding publication of records 
bearing on India’s Military History 

“Resolved that steps be taken for the publication of documents 
bearing on India’s military hi.story available in the National Archives 
and other Record Offices.” 

Explanatory note —The publication of these documents will provide 
opportunities for investigations in a comparatively neglected field of 
historical studies. 

Secretary’s note —The proposal is timely and may be taken into 
account while considering the recommendations of the Sub-Committee 
for publication. The hands of the National Archives of India are full 
with it? present Publication Programme and it will not be in a position 
to undertake any new programme for publication at present. 

Moving his resolution Dr. R. M. Sinha enquired whether it would 
not be possible for the National Archives of India to include it in 
its existing Publication Programme. 

The Secretary replied that as already explained by him the hands 
of the National Archives of India were full. Besides, the 
recommendations of the Sub-Committee which were endorsed by the 
Research and Publication Committee earlier, specifically recommended 
that the Department should not undertake any fresh programme- 
Until its present Publication Programme was completed. 
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Dll'. Raghubir Sinh said that since most of the records were 
with the Union Ministry of Defence, it would be appropriate for that 
Ministry to undertake a programme of publication of India’s Military 
history. Such assistance as might be required of the National 
Archives of India would, he thought, be easily available. It was 
pointed out that in this matter it would be necessary to obtain the 
view.s of the Ministry of Defence. 

The following resolution was passed ; 

Resolution VI .—Resolved that the Union Ministry of Defence may 
be moved to consider the feasibility of undertaking the publication 
of records available with the Government of India bearing nn India’s 
military history. 

6 . Survey of records 

The annual rcpoits of the work done in the year 1958-5.9 werp 
received from the Regional Records Survey Committees functioning 
in the States of Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala, 
Madras and Uttar Pradesh. These are placed on the table. T 
Survey Committees of West Bengal and the Union Territory of'i; * 
have not sent their reports. The State Committee of Orissa femafri- i 
doi-mant during the year 19.58-59, and reports from Punjab ‘ap • 
Trinuia showed that they could not do any appreciable work. 

During the period under review the Survey Committees in the 
States of Andhra Pradesh, Madras, Mysore and Orissa were 
reconstituted and the Union Territories of Manipur and Tripura set 
up their owif Committees. The Government of Rajasthan and the 
Administration of Himachal Pradesh have decided to set up Survey 
Committees in their respective territories. The other states in ■which 
the Survey Committees arc functioning are Bihar, Bombay, Delhi, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. The 
Governments of Madhya Pradesh and Pimjab have been requested 
to set up Survey Committees. The term of the Assam Regional 
Record Siurvey Committee expired on 1st September 1959. 

The report was recorded. 

7. Resolution by the Government of Kerala regarding supply of 
annual reports of the Survey Committees to States and Universities 

“Steps be taken by the National Archives at India for collecting 
and compiling the anPual reports regarding the work done by the 
Regional Records Survey Committees in the States and copies of 
the publication be supplied to the State Governments, Universities 
and learned institutions free of cost.” 
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Explanatory note. —Regional Records Survey Committees have 
been constituted in almost all the States of the Indian Union by the 
State Governments and are also recognised as competent bodies for 
advising the State Governments and Universities on all matters 
with respect to the collection and preservation of records. These 
Committees are manned on the advice of the Commission. The 
resolutions passed by this Commission and recommended to the State 
Governments and Universities for implementation have not been 
implemented in toto by the Stales. The Commission has suggested 
various methods for the preservation of the records owned by the 
Slate Governments and for enabling Post-graduate students to 
conduct research. But the Regional Records Survey Committees 
constituted in some of the States are dormant. In order to maintain 
a uniformity of work and in order to induce the State Governments 
and Univei*sities to implement the resolutions pa.ssod by the 
Commission, it is essential to review the w'ork done every year by 
the various Regional Records Survey Committees in India. 

Secretary's note .—Annual reports are invited every year by the 
Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, from all the 
Regional Records Survey Committees in the States. Such leports 
as are received arc placed before the Research and Publication Com¬ 
mittee every year. Summaries of these reports aie printed in the 
annual Proceedings of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 
The Survey Committees may, however, supply copies of their annual 
reports to all the State Governments, Universities and various 
institutions, free of cost, as proposed. 

In view of the Seci’(‘tary\s note, Shri P. S Raghavan. representa¬ 
tive of the Kerala Govi'rnment, withdrew the resolution. 

f!. Naiional Register of Records 

On the recommendation of the t\venty-sixth meeting of the 
Research and Publii'ation Committee held in March 1958. the Govern¬ 
ment of India have made a financial grant amounting to Rs. 42,000 
for the year 1959-60 for disbui'semcnt to such State Governments 
as may co-operate with the National Archives of India in the 
compilation of the proposed National Register of Records. A total 
sum of Rs. 7,500 has been distributed to the Governments of Madras, 
Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. The State Govern¬ 
ments concerned have been requested to furnish a quarterly report 
of the progress made by them in collecting information for the 
Register. 

The Government of India have also appointed a Committee to 
review^ the progress of work done and advise the National Archives 
of India on the ways and means for the proper and speedy imple¬ 
mentation of the Scheme. 
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Shri N. R. Khadgawat said that a general directive should be 
given to all the State Governments by the Committee for National 
Register appointed by the Government of India. He also added that 
■the financial grants which were given by the Government of India 
to the Stales were inadequate and this should bo- raised, 

Supporting Shn Khadgawat, Shri V. S. Suri said that the grants 
were also received quite late. 

The Chairman assured that he would look into the matter and 
would see that the grants for the next year were paid in time. 

y. Resolution by Dr. R. C. Majumdar regarding preparation of a list 

of documents in the National Archives of India hearing upon 

India's relations with China- Tibet and NEFA 

“That a detailed list be prepared of the documents in the National 
Archives of India bearing upon India’s relations with China, Tibet 
and the hill tribes of the North-eastern Frontier.’’ 

Secretary's note. —The National Archives of India is at present 
engaged in compiling an up-to-date Hand Book of Records in its 
custody. Listing of records of various senes is also being -done. 
These will take a long time to complete. Preparation of a list of 
records bearing upon India's relations with China, Tibet and the 
tribes of the north-eastern frontier will mean scrutiny and exami¬ 
nation of records of various Departments. This will mean a 
stupendous task, which the National Archives of India with its 
present strength and a.ssignmcnt, will not be in a position to 
undertake 

The resolution was taken up for discu.ssion in the absence of 
Dr. R. C. Majumdar. 

The Chairman said that his impression was that most of the 
recoids on the subjects were with the Ministry of External Affairs, 
and it would be necessary to consult them before any action w'as 
taken on the resolution. 

Dr. P. M. Joshi said that this question should be left to the Union 
Ministries of External Affairs, and Defence. He personally felt that 
such lists should not be prepared and printed at this time. 

Dr. S. Gopal said that so far as the Ministry of External Affairs 
were conceined, they had prepared such lists for their own use. 
But they were of current importance and could not be released for 
security reasons. If at any suitable time the Government of India 
thought it necessary to release them, the Ministry of External Affairs 
would be glad to hand them over to the National Archives of India- 
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10. Resolution hy Dr, H, L. Gupta regarding : 

(i) acquisition of family records of the former Princes 

“Resolved that the Government of India be approached to acquire 
the private family records of the former ruling families of India 
for purposes of historical research eithl?r by persuasion or by 
purchase.^' 

Explanatory note. —The private family records of the former Indian 
Princes are expected to prove very useful Cor historical research. 
They will throw light on some very obscure aspects of Indian History. 
Hence the acquisition of those records for their scientific preservation 
and historical research will be of tremendous benefit to the cause 
of education. For this reason it is very necessary to acquire them 
before it becomes too late. 

Secretary^ note .—The question of proper maintenance of records 
in the personal custody of the ruling Princes was reviewed by the 
Research and Publication Committee several times in the past (vide 
Resolution IV, 14th meeting, May 1949 and RCwSolution XI, 16th 
meeting, July 1950). The Government of India in 1959 had on its 
-own requested all the former Rajpramukhs etc. by name to offer 
their personal records as a gift to the nation. Resolution XI of the 
sixteenth meeting, which recommended proper maintenance and 
utilisation of records in the personal custody of the Rulers, was 
similarly forwarded by the Government of India to all the 
Rajpramukhs of Part ‘B’ States and the Chief Commissioners of Part 
“C’' States. The Government of India also intimated their willingness 
to offer their advice to the Rajpramukhs for the upkeep and scientific 
treatment of those records. For replies received from the various 
States etc., please see pp. 73-76, Indiap Historical Records Commission 
Proceedings Volume XXVII, Part I. The question is now being 
examined by the Archival Legislation Committee. 

The Chairman said the Report of the Archival Legislation Com- 
-mittee might be awaited. 

(ii) collection of records relating to the Revolt of the Indian Navy 
in 1945 

“Resolved that for a comprehensive study of the political events 
leading to transfer of power in 1947, the Government of India be 
-moved to collect from the official as well as private custody all the 
relevant papers relating to the Revolt of the Navy in Bombay 
m 1945 and to preserve them in the National Archives of India at 
INew Delhi ” 

Explanatory note.r-The revolt of the Navy in Bombay was 
politically a very significant event which opened the British eyes 
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to the spread of new awakening even among the defence forces w’hich 
could boldly think of open defiance in their fight for rights. This 
was one of the important factors which influenced the British mind 
to give a realistic approach to the political problems in India and 
to think of transfer of power as a piece of political wisdom. The 
records relating to this event will help in the study of the hi.story 
of the freedom struggle on the eve of its fruitful culmination. 

Secretary's note. —The official records relating to the Revolt of 
the Navy are presumably with the Ministry of Defence. These 
record.s will be transferred to the National Archives of India in due 
course. As regards collection of private papers on the subject the 
gift of such paper will be gratefully accepted by the National 
Archives of India. 

The Chairman said this again concerned the Ministry of 
Defence. 

Dr. Bishcshwar Prasad said that records relating to the revolt 
of the Indian Navy were not with the Ministry of Defence. 

The Secretary said they were not in the custody of the National 
Archives of India. 

Dr. P. M. Joshi said that as far as he knew' they were not in the 
custody of the Government of Bombay either. 

The Chairman suggested that the Secretary, Indian Historical 
Records Commission, should make an enquiry from the Central 
Ministry of Home Affairs and the Commissioner of Police, Bombay 
regarding the whereabouts of those records. 

11. Resolution by Shri S. R. Sharma regarding throwmg open of 
records in the National Archives of India upto 1950 

“In view of the fact that several work.s on the period 1930—50" 
purporting to be based on contemporary official and non-official 
materials have been already publish€*d. the Research and Publica¬ 
tion Committee of the Indian Historical Records Commission 
recommends to the Government of India that the records on this 
period may be thrown open for study.” 

Secretary's note .—All records of the Government of India more 
than forty years old are available for bona fide research purposes 
subject to the condition that excerpts taken from the confidential 
records of the post-1901 period are to be scrutinized by the owning 
Ministries. The Ministries of External Affairs and Home Affairs 
have also generally agreed to these conditions subject to certain 
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restrictions. The scholars can have access lo records of later date 
(less than 40 years old) with the prior permission of the Ministries 

concerned. 

In the nbsence of Shri S. R. Sharma and in view of the Secre¬ 
tary’s note the resolution was not moved. 

12- Resolulion by Shri S. Nurul Hasan regarding calendaring and 
listing of records in the custody of the Central and State Archives 

“Considering the importance of the proper utilisation of the 
historical records of the 17th and 18th centuries, other than the 
records of the East India Company, resolved that a Sub-Committee 
be appointed to prepare a scheme for the calendaring and listing 
of the above-mentioned records in the custody of the National 
Archives or the Archives of the various States.” 

Explaining his resolution further Shri Nurul Ha.san said that 
there were a large number of records of the 17th and 18th centuries 
other than the records of the East India Company in the custody 
of the National Archives of India and various State Record Offices. 
If such manuscripts were listed and catalogued a vast fund of 
knowledge and information would be made available to scholars. 
For this purpose he suggested that a small Committee consisting 
of seven or eight persons be formed with representatives from States 
and Universities to draw up a detailed programme for the purpose 

vShri D. V. Potdar said that the work would be of great magnitude 
and would take many years lo complete. Mo.st of the State Record 
Offices hav'e their own Hand-books of record.^ in their respective 
custody. 

Shri Nurul Hasan said that his rc'solution referred to the rec(»rds 
other than those of the East India Company 

The Chairman said that there was no harm in exploring the 
feasibility of the proposal. 

After some discussion the following resolution was passed ; 

Resolution VII.—Re.solved that a Sub-Committee consisting of the 
following members be appointed to examine the pi >posal of listing 
and calendaring of historical records of the 17th and 18th Centuries, 
other than the records of the East India Company, in the custody of 
the Central and State Record Offices : 

Dr. Tara Chand. New Delhi (Chairman) 

Prof. D. V. Potdar, Poona 
Dr. B. P. Saksena. Allahabad 
Dr. N. K. Sinha, Calcutta 
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Prof. S. Nurul Hasan. Aligarh 
Dr. K. K. Pillai, Madras 
Dr. P. Saran, Delhi 
Shri V. K. Bawa, Hyderabad 
Shri N. R. Khadgawat, Jaipur 
Dr. H. R. Gupta, Hoshiarpur 
Director of Archives, Government of India —Secretary 
The Sub-Committee should submit its report to the Research and 
Publication Committee. 

13. Rei^ulution by Shri V. K. Bawa regarding classification and 
cataloguing oj Persian records in Madras Record Oljice 

“Resolved that the Madras Government be .requested to implement 
the Resolution No. IX, (ii) passed by the Indian Historical Records 
Commission, at their Sixth Session, held at Madras in 1924, relating 
to the classification and cataloguing of the Persian Records of the 
Carnatic.’’ 

Explanatory note .—In the Sixth Session of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission, held in 1924, at Madras, a Resolution No. IX. (ii) 
was passed relating to examination and cla-ssification of Persian 
Records of the Carnatic deposited in the Madras Records Office. An 
enquiry was made as to how far the above Resolution was imple¬ 
mented. The Madras Record Office has intimated in reply that there 
has been no cataloguing and classification of the aforesaid records, 
and that some of the papers were being listed in English more than 
30 years ago by a clerk of the Madras Record Office, who knew 
Persian. After his retirement in 1924, no Persian knowing clerk 
was appointed and there was a stagnation. The Madras Record Office 
has stated that the question of resuming the work is under their 
consideration. 

Secretary's note .—The Govemment of Madras have taken up the 
work of listing and cataloguing of Persian Manuscripts in the 
custody of Madras Record Office and Government Museum, and have 
appointed the Assistant Professor of Urdu of Presidency College and 
an Urdu-knowing clerk for the purpose. The State Government later 
propose to publish the Catalogue. 

Shri T. Balakrishnan Nayar" said that as pointed out by the 
Secretary in his note, the work of cataloguing the Persian records 
in Madras Record Office had already been undertaken by the State 
Govemment. He would like to know what was being done by Andhra 
Government about the Persian and Marathi records in the custody 
of their Record Office. 

Shri V. K. Bawa replied that Hyderabad Record Office was 
preparing descriptive hand-lists of Mughal and Asafia records. If 
the work could continue undisturbed, and if these records were not 
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divided, he hoped the listing would be completed within another 
two years. As regards Marathi and Modi records, Shri Bawa said 
that he was facing some difficulties as he was unable to get suitable 
staff who knew old Marathi and Modi scripts. 

Dr. P. M. Joshi said that it was desirable that all the Record 
Offices, which had Persian recoi'ds in their custody, should have 
Persian knowing staff. 

Dr. liaghubir Sinh said that there might be similar need for 
Marathi and Modi knowing staff for Record Offices which had such 
records in their custody. 

After some discussion the following resolution was pa-ssod : 

Resolution V/il.—Resolved that Record Offices in India who have 
recoids in regional languages, in their respective custodj', should 
appoint special staff knowing those languages. 

The meeting then concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair 
proDOsed by Shri S. Nurul Hasan and seconded bv Dr. Bisheshwar 
Prasad. ' T; 
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CONSPECTUS OF ACTION TAKEN ON THE RESOLUTIONS OP 
SOME OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE RESEARCH AND 
PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

2ith Meeting, Mysore. January, 1955 

Resolution VIIL —Resolved that in view of lh<* importance of 
the Historical Records of the Survey of India, the Commission 
recommends to the Government of India that all the volumes 
entitled ‘‘Historical Records of the Survey of India", published by 
Colonel R. H. Phillimore under orders of the Surveyor General of 
India, be priced at Rs. 20/- per copy for ^qeneral sale, but for 
members of the Indian Historical Records Commission. Professors 
of History of n^cog^nized Colleges and research scholars, the above 
publication be sold at^a concessional prict' of Rs. 10/- only per 
volume. 

The Government of India (Ministry of Scientific Research and 
Cultural Affairs) have decided that comes of volume IV of the 
Hislorical Records of the Survey of India may be sold at a conces¬ 
sional price ol' Rs, 12-50 nP. per copy to boi^a fide Research 
Scholars. Professors of History of reco.itni/ed Cfand members 
of the Indian Historical R(X*ords C**mnu:vsion ceriilii'd chthtn by 
the Ministry of Education or the Indian ITistnrical Roeoids Commis¬ 
sion. 

25lh Meeting. Patna. INot' 

Uesolitlum III .— Resolved that in rnodihi'ation of Resolution V 
passed at the 24th of the Reseai'eh and F^ublicalion 

Committee, the State GovtaTiments be renuc-.djed to arrange IhrtmMh 
thidr Universities and Re.search Institutimis ha- c(imoiiatinn and 
publications of Bibhor^raphii'S of thedr n-tnon.s for use of students 
and scholars of History and conies of lhes(' may be supplied to all 
organized State Recoixl OfTicirs. Universuics, and Th^seareh Institu¬ 
tions. Further resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to 
the Inler-Universily Board for being circulated to the Universities 
in the country. 

Andhra Pradesh is oroposed to entrust the work of the 
implemfmtation of the resolution to the Regional Records Suiwey 
Committee. 

Orissa .—Utkal University will take steps for implementation of 
the resolution when instructions in this regard are received by 
them from the Inter-University Board of India. 
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Sardar Vallabhhhai Vidya Peeih .—The resolution cannot be 
implemented at present as the University Library has not got the 
necessary equipment- 

Vikram University. The resolution is under consideration, 

26th Meeting, Bhubaneswar, 1958 

Resolution IV.—This Committee recommends that the Indian 
Record Offices and Universities be placed on the free mailing list 
in respect of publications authorized by the Government of India 
and the State Governments on the basis of the materials collected 
by the Board of Editors for compilation of the History of Freedom 
Movement in India and by the State Committees. 

Andhra Pradesh. Onssa. and Rajasthan .—Accept the resolution. 

Jammu and Kashmir, and Punjab .—The re.solution is under con¬ 
sideration 

21th Meeting, New Delhi, September, 1958 

Resolution If.-^Resolved that in order to help the research 
scholars the heads of the Record Offices and the Professors of various 
universities should collaborate with the National Archives of India, 
to prepare for publication in the ‘Indian Archives’ a list of subjects, 
on which rcsc'arches can be undertqjten together with information 
about the availability of material on them 

State Governments: 

Madras, Bombay, Andhra Prade.sh, Punjab, U.P., and Bihar .— 
Accept the resolution Madras. Punjab and Bihar have sent lists of 
subjects for research. 

Universities ; 

Poona, Maharaja Sayaji Rao University, Baroda. Rajasthan and 
Osmania University.—Accept the resolution. Rajasthan and 
Osmania Universities have sent lists of subjects for research. 

Agra.—The resolution has been forwarded to the Professors of 
History, in all the affiliated colleges of the University. 

Gujarat, and Jammu and Kashmir.—In the absence of post-graduate 
departments in History, it is not possible for the Universities to 
implement the resolution. Gujarat University has, however, 
forwarded the resolution to its nominee for necessary action. 

Sardar Valldbhbhai Vidya Peeth, Jadavpur, and Saugar.—The- 
Universities are not in a position to suggest any subject for research', 
at present. 



Hesolution iV.—Resolved that for having a comprehensive 
picture of the Indian Freedom Struggle in the last phase, the 
Government of India (Ministry of Defence) be requested to collect 
all materials relating to the activities of the Indian National Army 
and its leader Shri Subhas Chandra Bose from all sources whether 
in or outside India. 

The Ministry of Defence and the Board of Editors tor ihe com- 
pi’ation of the History of Freedom Movement have made valuable 
collections of source materials connected with Indian National Army 
and its leader Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. The former is also 
endcMVouring to collect materials which may be in the possession of 
Defence Services. The Government of India are also making an 
effort to collect similar mater-als from outside India through Indian 
Embassies and Missions abroad. An ai^peal has been issued through 
the pres.s and AM India Radio to persons who might be in possession 
of materials relating to the activities of the Indian National Army 
to offer them as gifts to the Nation to be preserved in the National 
Archives of India. 

Rcsohition V. —Re.solved that in order to expedite the work of 
editing the records in the National Archives of India, consistent with 
efficiency and convenience, a large number of scholars sliould be 
utilized whenever possible for accelerating the progress of work- 

Government of India have accepted the resolution in principle. 

Resolution VI .—Resolved that the Record Offices in India should 
compile lists of their publications and reprint such of the publica¬ 
tions as are out of print and for which there is still a demand from 
research institutions and research students. 

Government of India .—Accept the Resolution in principle. 

West Bengal —Accept the resolution. 

Madras .—The State Government published a catalogue of pub¬ 
lications of the Madras Record Office in 1942, which was reprinted 
in 1954. Copies of the Catalogue were, supplied free to all 
concerned. 

As regards these publications sufficient numbers are available 
in the Record Office for reference purposes. Reprinting of these 
publications will be taken up when the Government Press, Madras, 
is in a position to take up the printing. 

Mysore .—The resolution has been noted. 

Andhra Pradesh .—Accept the resolution. 

Uttar Pradesh .—Agrees to the publication ’ of a list of publica¬ 
tions. So far as the reprinting of out of print publications is con¬ 
cerned the State Government have noted the resolution. 
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Resolution VI/.—Resolved that the Secretary, Research and 
Publication Committee, should collect up to date information about 
their archival assets from all the State Governments for publica¬ 
tion of a Hand-book of Indian Archival Repositories. 

The information has been received from the State Governments 
of Bombay, Madras, Mysore, Punjab and Administrations of 
Himachal Pradesh and Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi Islands. 

Resohition V/i/.—This Committee recommends that the heads 
of the Stale Record Offices be authorized by their respective State 
Governments to release, as far as possible without scrutiny excerpts 
from all Ihe records upto 1916 to hona -fide research students. 

Andhra Pradesh .—Have no objection to release of excerpts from 
the records of the State Government which are forty years old 
The date 1916 need not be fixed. The right of scrutiny cannot, 
however, be dispensed with, as this may lead to possible contro¬ 
versies on live problems which may ('mbarrass the Government 
and effect public interest There is no delay in the scrutiny of 
excerpts 

Bihar --Excerpts taken by research scholars from non-confiden- 
tial records of the State Governments which arc more than fifty 
years old are not subject('d to scrutiny. 

Kerala. Action will be taken on the resolution when an A hives 
Office IS established in the State 

Madras ,—There is absolute!v no delay in scrutinism,^ . ex¬ 
cerpts. The scrutiny is made to prevent collection of infoii*a on 
on matters not relevant to the scope of subject of rc'search oi )n 
matters relating to private claims which may involve Government 
in litigation or embarrass them otherwise. The State Governmeul 
do not, therefore, consider it desirable to dispense with the scrutiny 
of excerpts taken by the research scholars. 

Assam. Himachal Pradesh, Mysore, Orissa, and Rajastiian ^— 
Accept the resolution in principle 

Uttar PradesJu^AccopX the resolution provided information 
collected from the records does not cause administrative embarrass¬ 
ment to the State Government 

West Benyal ,—The Resolution is under consideration 

Bombay. —R('cords upto 1916 have been thrown open for re- 
seai'ch. The State Government have not mentioned anything re¬ 
garding the release, of excerpts without scruting. 
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28th Meeting, Trivandrum, 1958 

Resolution L —This Committee recommends to the State Govern¬ 
ments that the old unpublished records of historical importance in 
the Archives of different States or in District Record Offices be 
published, being carefully edited by competent scholars, and where 
necessary the State Governments may consult the Director of the 
National Archives of India. 

Madras .—The State Government arc already publishing the 
records of historical importance. 

Bombay ,—The resolution will be kept in view while carrying 
out the publication programme of old records. 

Andhra Pradesh, Mysore, Puyijah .—Accept the resolution, which 
•s also being implemented. 

Rajasthan.' -The State Government have drawn up a phased 
programme for publication of their records. 

Bihar .—Accept the? resolution. 

Resolution 11 .—The Committee reiterates its past recommenda¬ 
tions for centralization of the District, Divisional and Sub-Divisional 
records and for throwing open of records to bona fide research 
scholars, and requests the State Governments to inform the Indian 
Historical Records Commission of the action taken to implement the 
above recommendations. 

Bihar, and Madras .—Accept the resolution. 

Andhra Pradesh, Mysore, and Rajasthan .—Accept the resolution 
in principle, but its implementation will take time due to various 
practical difficulties. 

Bombay .—The resolution is proposed to be implemented under 
the third five year plan of the State 

Punjab .—The resolution is under consideration. 

West .'Bengal .—Necessary steps for the centralization of 
district records will be taken when the State Archives has been 
shifted to the new building acquired for the purpose with adequate 
accommodation. 

Resolution III .—Resolved that the Archives Offices, libraries^, 
museums and other institutions in India should compile and publish? 
catalogues of persian documents in their respective custody. 

Bihar, Rajasthan, and Madras .—Accept the resolution. 

Bombay .—The resolution is not applicable as there arc n^j 
Persian documents in the Secretariat Record Office. 
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Andhra Pradesh. —The lesoiution is engaging the attention of 
(the State Government. It will, however, take some time to bring 
.out a descriptive catalogue. 

Punjab and Mysore .—The resolution is under consideration. 

West Bengal .—The State Government will try to appoint an 
expert in persian in course of the ensuing re-organization of State 
Archives. 

Resolution IV .—Resolved that the National Archives of India 
should make an attempt to microfilm important documents in the 
custody of various institutions, societies and private persons and 
that the Regional Records Survey Committees in the various States 
should extend their assistance and cooperation to the National 
Archives in this behalf. 

The National Archives of India has drawn up an extensive 
programme for microfilming documents of national and historical 
importance in private custody. Under this programme microfilm 
copies of such documents will also be kept in .four selected libraries 
in India to prevent their possible loss. 

Madras, Bombay, Rajasthan and Punjab .—Accept the resolution 
in principle. 

Item 10 regarding reduction in the cost of typescript copies of 
excerpts taken from the National Archives of India. 

It has not been found possible to reduce the typing rates in view 
of the rising prices and costly living in Delhi. 

Item 13 regarding acquisition of the original manuscript of the 
Panjab (Jallianwala Bagh) Enquiry Committee Report (1920) v/hiclr 
was written in Gandhiji’s handwriting. 

The manuscript has not been traced so far. Efforts are still being 
jnade in this regard. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION OF 
THE INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION 

New Delhi, 4 February 1960 

The thirty-fifth annual meeting of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission was held at 3-0 p.m. on Thursday, the 4th February 
1960 at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi. The meeting was presided over 
by Dr. K. L. ShnmaM, Union Minister for Education and ex-officio 
Prc'sidcnt of the Commission. 

The list of members present will be found at the end of the 
proceedings. 

1. Motion of condolence on the death of Dr. G. S. Sardesai. Brig. 

H- Bullock^.Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, and Dr. A. S. Altekar 

Dr. G. S. Sardesai died on 29 November 1959. A renowned author 
of several monumental works on Maratha history. Dr. Sardesai had 
a long association with the Indian Historical Records Commission 
almost since its inception. He attended the third session of the 
Commission held at Bombay in 1921 as a representative of the 
Bai-oda State, was an Ordinary member from 1927 to 1929, a Corres¬ 
ponding member in 1930, and again from 1936 to 1940. He was again 
appointed an Ordinary member in 19.52 as one of the nominees of 
the Government of India and continued'till 22 November 1957. when 
he resigned for reasons of health. 

Brig. H. Bullock, who expired on 19 November 1959, was appoint¬ 
ed an Ordinary member in 1942 when the Commission was reconsti¬ 
tuted as one of the nominees of the Government of India and served 
the full term of five years. He was the Judge Advocate General in 
the pre-Independence India, and later joined the British High Com¬ 
mission in charge of the British monuments, graves etc. He was a 
great scholar of military history. 

Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, the Head of the Department of History of 
the Lucknow University, died on 21 February 1959. He was appoin¬ 
ted a Corresponding member of the Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission in 1948 and an Associate member in the same year 
representing the Lucknow University. He continued as such till 
March 1952. 

Dr. A. S. Altekar. who expired on 22 November 1959, was not 
associated with the Indian Historical Records Commission. He was, 
however, a renowned historian and an eminent scholar of Political 
"Science, He was the President-elect of the Session of the Indian 
History Congress held at Gauhati in December 1959. 
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The members present stood in silence for two minutes as a mark 
of respect to the memory of Dr. G. S. Sardesai, Brig. H. Bullock. 
Dr. S. N. Das Gupta and Dr. A. S. Altekar, and passed the following, 
resolution: 

Resolution L —The members of the Indian Historical Records^ 
Commission deeply mourn the death of Dr. G. S. Sardesai, Brig. H. 
Bullock, Dr. S. N. Das Gupta and Dr. A. S. Altekar and request the 
Secretary to convey to the bereaved families messages of condolence 
and sympathy on behalf of the Commission. 

2. Review of action taken on the resolutions passed at the thirty- 

fourth and soine previous sessions of the Indian Historicat 

Records Commission 

(Please see Conspectus of action taken) 

Drawing attention to a resolution passed by the Commission in 

1956 (Research & Publication Committee). Dr. N. K. Sinha enquired 
whether the hand-list of microfilm copies of records of Indian 
interest obtained by the National Archives of India from foreign- 
countries had since been compiled, and if so, when the same woulcf 
be supplied to the State Record Offices, Universities and research’ 
institutions. 

The Secretary replied that an abstract hand-list of such micro¬ 
films was prepared and distributed to all Record Offices in India im 

1957 and to such other institutions as rc^quired them. The detailed 
hand-list was under preparation and was expected to be completecf 
soon. The list would thereafter be printed and distributed as re-* 
commended by the Research and Publication Committee. As regards- 
the H'ference made by some State Directors etc. that the abstract 
list was not received by them, the Secretary assun'd that he would' 
look into the matter. 

3. Review of progress made in the Development Programme of the^ 

National Archives of India during 1959 

A report on the progress made in the Development Programme- 
of the National Archives of India during 1958 was placed before the 
thirty-fourth session of the Indian Historical Records Commission* 
held at Trivandrum on 1st January 1959. The report for 1959 is? 
given below: - 

Acquisition of microfilms of records from abroad. —During the 
year under review the National Archives of India received one case 
containing 156 reels of microfilm copies of Additional Manuscripts 
and Egerton Manuscripts from the British Museum, London, and 1 
reel relating to Melanges Colbert from the Bibliotheque Nationale, 
Paris. 18 reels of microfilm copies of records pertaining to India 
were also received from U.S.A. under the Wheat Loan Programme*. 
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In addition, 105 reels of microfilms of Dutch records of Indian 
interest covering the period 1732-42 costing Rs. 11,000 are expected 
to be received shortly from Algemeen Rijksarchief, The Hague. 
Another order for Rs. 10,000/- for microfilms of the same series 
covering the period 1742-96 has been placed during the current 
financial year (1959-60). 

Acquisition of privately owned historical manuscripts: 

(a) During the year the response from the owners of private 
collections was very satisfactory. 352 manuscripts and documents 
were assessed by the Historical Manuscripts Purchase Committee, 
and out of them 170 were purchased by the National Archives of 
India for Rs. 3,595/-. Important among them are: a farman of 
Emperor Akbar in Persian dated 10 Rabi II 987 A. H. (6 June 1569); 
Muntakhabut-Tawarikh in Persian, throwing light on the later 
Mughals and East India Company’s dealing with the Nawabs of 
Oudh; Khulasatul-Akhbar -(in Persian), dated 1032 A. H. (1622-23 
A.D); a general history from the creation of the world down to 905 
A-H. (1499-1500 A.D.); and Munshat-i-Madho Ram, dated 1110 A. H. 
(1699-1700 A.D.), a collection of letters in Persian from the well- 
known mun.shi of Emperor Aurangzeb, the royal family, nobles and 
chiefs. The Department also purchased 65 documents of Indian 
interest written in English from Mr. Edward Hall of England. 
Among the important documents received as gifts mention may be 
made of a collection of personal letters of Dr. N. B. Khare, which 
include correspondence exchanged between Dr. Khare and other 
national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi. Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru and late Dr. S. P. Mookerjec. Another valuable 
addition which deserves mention is a manuscript volume written in 
late Lala Lajpat Rai’s own hand containing his recollections of his 
life and work for an independent India while living in the U.S.A. 
and Japan, 1914-17. This was received as a gift from the New York 
Public Library. The Department also received three Persian docu¬ 
ments as a gift from Dr. Saiyid Fakhrud-Din Husain Khan of Baroda. 
Besides, microfilms of some valuable documents, which include 
Roznamcha-i-Bahadur Shah belonging to Naziria Public Library, 
Delhi, and 81 documents belonging to the Delhi Fort Museum pre¬ 
pared by the Mobile Microfilm Unit of this Department were added 
to its collection. The latter include Farmans, sanads and parwanas 
of the Mughal Emperors and their nobles. Accessioning of these 
documents was continued. 800 index cards of the documents etc. 
were also prepared. In addition, the National Archives also extended 
technical advice and assistance to a number of owners of private 
collections for preservation and rehabilitation of their documents. 

(b) The Regional Records Survey Committees for Andhra Pra¬ 
desh, Madras, Mysore, and Orissa were reconstituted during the 
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year. Rajasthan, who had set up a number of District Survey Com¬ 
mittees, have now decided to set up a Central Committee for their 
State. The Union Territories of Manipur and Tripura have also set 
up Survey Committees for their respective territories and Himachal 
Pradesh has agreed to do so soon. (For reports relating to the work 
of salvaging private records done by the various State Survey 
Committees please see item 6 of the Proceedings of the twenty-ninth 
meeting of the Research and Publication Committee). 

(c) In pursuance of the recommendation of the twenty-sixth 
meeting of the Research and Publication Committee, the Govern¬ 
ment of India have sanctioned Rs. 42,000/- in 1959-60 for distribution 
to such State Governments as might like to co-operate with them 
in the compilation of the National Register of Records. So far only 
five State Governments have agreed to co-operate with the Govern¬ 
ment of India for the compilation of the proposed Register. A sum 
amounting to Rs. 2,000/- was given to the Government of Rajasthan, 
while the Governments of Madras, Punjab and Orissa were paid 
Rs. 1 500/- each and Uttar Pradesh Rs. 1,000/-. The State Govern¬ 
ments concerned have been requested to furnish the CDvernn.ent of 
India with a Quarterly statement of the work done by them and the 
expenditure incurred in respect of the grant-in-aid during the pre¬ 
ceding quarter. The additional staff required by the National 
Archives of India for the purpose was not. however, sanctioned by 
the Government of India during 1959-60. It is hoped that some staff 
might be sanctioned during 1960-61. 

Prevention of destruction or export of historical manuscripts — 
Please .see item 4 of the Proceedings. 

Acquisition of microphotographic copies of rare publications from 
abroad: 

(a) The work in respect of acquisition of microfilm copies of 
Parliamentary Papers from U.K. is proceeding. 

(b) During the financial year ending March 1959. a total of 
Rs. 25,300/-, Rs. 5,300/- in the Budget of the Department and 
Rs. 20,000 under the Development Programme under Second Five 
Year Plan, was provided and utilised. For 1959-60 no provision was 
made in the Budget of the Department, but a sum of Rs. 15.000 was 
however, provided under the Development Programme. 

1,175 volumes were acquired during 1959, of which 850 were 
purchased and the rest acquired by way of exchange and presenta¬ 
tion. 

Access to microfilm copies for bona-fide research and supply of 
copies to scholars and institutions: 

The microfilm copies of records and rare books obtained froxp 
abroad are made available by the National Archives for bona-fide 
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research. Copies of these microfilms can also be obtained by re¬ 
search scholars, libraries and research institutions ySl: the usual rates. 
As to microfilm copies of records of national importance prepared 
by this Department, it has been decided to deposit copies of these 
with four selected libraries in India as a precaution against their 
possible loss. 

Air-Conditioning of muniment rooms of the National Archives of 
India: 

The detailed estimates for air-conditioning the remaining stack 
area and a part of the proposed annexe have been scrutinised by the 
'Government, and administrative approval for the work has been 
accorded. 

Lamination of records .—^The laminating Press of the National 
Archives of India has been in operation during the year. The work, 
however, continued to be affected by the shortage of the requisite 
quality of tissue paper. Efforts are being made to get the material 
manufactured in India. Pending such production, steps have been 
taken to import the material to meet the present requirements 
During the year 1,31.225 sheets of documents, 4 plans, 3 paintings 
and 726 maps were laminated with the help of the laminating press. 

Training in Archives Keeping .—During the year under review 
the Training Scheme of the National Archives of India was revised 
in accordance with the recommendations of the Estimate Committee. 
As a result of this the number of stipends has been increased from 
two to five and their value from Rs. 125/- each to Rs. 150/- each, 
it has also been decided to make a provision of special monthly 
allowances of Rs. 75/- per month each to the candidates sponsored 
by Central or State Governments, or other Government Departments 
located outside Delhi, the number of such stipendiaries being limited 
to eight. The revised Training Scheme commenced from 1 Septem¬ 
ber, 1959 with nine trainees on the roll. Of these, four were spon¬ 
sored by the Government of U.P., Bihar, Bengal, and Rajasthan 
respectively. Of the stipends, three have been awarded to the candi¬ 
dates on the basis of their performance in the interview, and the 
remaining two will be awarded on the basis of a written test. 
Besides these changes, some improvement has also been made in 
the training syllabus, which now includes topics on the Administra¬ 
tive history of India as well. 

Publications ,—^Please see review of the Publication Programme of 
the National Archives of India in the Proceedings of the Research and 
Publication Committee (Item 2). 

Construction of Annexe ,—^The necessary expenditure sanction 
for the construction of an annexe to the National Archives of India 
Building has been accorded by the Government of India. The con- 
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struction work is expected to be taken up by the Central Public- 
Works Department soon. 

Acquisition of equipments. —During the year 1,117 carton boxes 
and 1,350 plywood boards have been acquired. Indent for the 
supply of 3,500 more plywood boards has been placed with the 
Director General, Supply and Disposals. Indent for additional sup¬ 
ply of 2,650 carton boxes has also been finalised. 

Accessioning of Records. —The accession of the non-current 
records of the Government of India was greatly hampered due to 
acute shortage of space in the National Archives of India. In spite 
of this, accession had to be made of such records as were required 
to fill in the gaps in the series already transferred. In this way 
were received about 6,132 files and 18 index volumes of the different 
agencies of the Government, including records relating to Civil 
Honours and Awards (1863-1958) from the Prime Minister’s Secre¬ 
tariat. In addition to the above, 125 authenticated copies of Bills 
relating to different States were also received-for custody. 

Map Collection. —^During the year two old maps on India prepared 
in C. 1720 were purchased from Oslo, Norway. Preparation of a 
detailed index to the Survey of India Historical Maps was taken up, 
and 2,798 index slips were prepared. Dictionary catalogue slips of 
the printed maps in the custody of the Department have been 
revised and made more comprehensive. The work of checking, 
arrangement, repairing and supply of maps to the research scholars 
was continued. 

Listing and arrangement of records. —Further progress was made 
in the listing and arrangement of records. The records thus listed 
are: 

Home Department : 

(i) Establishment Branch, A, 1896-1916 .. 3,921 files 

(ii) Establishment A, B & Deposit 1899- 

1939 (Confidential) .. 196 files 

(iii) Political Branch, 1921-39 .. 4,872 files 

(iv) Public and Political Deposit, 1908-13, 165 files. 

(v) Political Branch, 1905-22 (Confidential), 590 files. 

The progress made in checking and re-arrangement of the records 
has been satisfactory. The Department completed during the period 
under review the consolidation of about 37,940 files, 78,406 Original 
Consultations and 5,859 volumes. 

The records surveyed during the year include those of Education, 
Health and Lands Department (1861-1947), Home Department (pre- 
1860), Military Department (1786-1859) and the Late Hyderabad Resi¬ 
dency and Bundelldiand Agency. After completion of the survey and 
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listing of records, material was collected on the organisational history 
of the above Departments. 

In addition to the Development Programme, the National Archives 
has other schemes, a report of which is given below:— 

(a) The exhibition of records, seals and historical manuscripts in 
the Department is proving quite popular with the general public and 
the students. 

(b) The National Archives of India Research Fellowship Scheme 
was revised. The value of re.search fellowships was raised from 
Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 per month each. The selection of candidates was 
confined to the students of only such Universities as undertook to 
publish of the approved theses within a period of one year. Only 
four fellowships out of the sanctioned five were awarded, two to 
candidates sponsored by the Universities of Punjab, and one each to 
those sponsored by the Universities of Saugar and Lucknow. 

(c) The Bindery of the Department could not be equipped with 
up-to-date machinery this year also due to import restrictions and 
foreign exchange difficulties. Indigenous sources are being tapped for 
suitable substitutes of the same. 

During the year 2,008 volumes were bound and 726 maps mounted. 
68,827 Original Consultations and 168 letters were repaired and docke¬ 
ted. Repairing of the bulk of Gandhiji’s papers so far forwarded to 
the National Archives by Gandhi Smarak Nidhi has been completed. 

(d) The microfilming programme of the National Archives con¬ 
tinued to make satisfactory progress and records from the Home 
Ecclesiastical, Home Revenue and Home Judicial Departments were 
microfilmed. The microfilming of rare manuscripts in the Raza 
Library, Rampur, was continued, and 383 manuscripts were microfilm¬ 
ed. As usual photo duplication service was rendered to scholars, in¬ 
stitutions and Government Departments. These include some foreign 
institutions also among whom mention may be made of the Asiatic 
Society of Pakistan, University of California, International Red Cross, 
and Fonds Nationale, Bruselles. 

Dr. N. K. Sinha enquired whether the National Archives of India 
was building up a Manuscript Library. 

The Secretary replied that the National Archives of India had been 
collecting manuscripts for a long time either as gift or by purchase. 
A large number of manuscripts had thus been acquired by the Depart¬ 
ment. It was not, however, the intention of the National Archives 
to build up a Manuscript Library of its own. The manuscripts were 
proposed to be kept in the National Archives till a suitable repository 
was established. 
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Shri P. N. Kirpal said that the policy of the Government of India 
in this connection had been that manuscripts of historical value only 
which were needed by Research Scholars would be purchased by the 
National Archives of India. 

Dr. Raghubir Sinh said that it would be difficult to draw a line 
between historical and non-historical manuscripts. 

Shri Kirpal replied that a manuscript copy of Bhagwat Gita would 
be of no use to the National Archives. Similarly, documents of purely 
literary importance would not be acquired by the Archives. The 
manuscripts and documents which had bearing on the Medieval and 
Modem periods of Indian history would be purchased by the National 
Archives. 

Shri Nurul Hasan said that the National Archives of India would 
be following a right‘policy if they acquired manuscripts which dealt 
with the history of the country from 1600 A. D. onwards. 

Rounding up the discussion Shri P. N. Kirpal said that the question 
whether there should be a separate library for the manuscripts as 
distinct from archives could be decided later. The National Archives 
should continue to acquire and keep these manuscripts till such time 
as a separate Manuscript Library was set up by the Government of 
India. 

On an enquiry made by Dr. N. K. Sinha, the Secretary mentioned 
the names of the following libraries where microfilm copies of records 
of national importance were proposed to be deposited: 

1. Adyar Library, Madras. 

2. Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona. 

3. Calcutta University Library. 

4. Maharaja Sayaji Rao Oriental Research Institute, Baroda. 

On the suggestion of Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad it was agreed that the 

microfilm copies of private manuscripts relating to India in the 
Commonwealth Office Library, London, might also be obtained by 
the National Archives of India. 

4. Legislation on Archives 

In pursuance of the recommendation of the thirty-fourth session 
of the Indian Historical Records Commission held at Trivandrum in 
January, 1959, the Government of India appointed in August, 1959 
a Committee to advise the Government on the proposed archival legis¬ 
lation with Dr. Tara Chand as the Chairman. The Committee circu¬ 
lated a questionnaire to all the States soliciting information on the 
administration, maintenance, preservation, utilisation and publication 
of records. Opinions were also invited from the Universities and 
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members of the Indian Historical Records Commission on these 
matters. The Committee held several meetings at New Delhi and 
visited the States of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Madhya 
Pradesh, Madras, Mysore, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan, U.P,, and West 
Bengal. During the visits to the States the Committee held discus¬ 
sions with the State Government officials, members of the Regional 
Records Survey Committees, and eminent persons intenested in the 
use of records. They also examined the present state of public re¬ 
cords in the States. 

Dr. Tara Chand said that the report of the Committee was expected 
to be ready within two or three months. 

On an enquiry made by Dr. N. K. Sinha whether the report of the 
Committee would be placed before the Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission for their comments, the President assured that this would be 
done. 

Shri F. M. Hassnain enquired why the Committee did not include 
Kashmir and Kerala in its tour itinerary. 

Shri P. N. Kirpal replied that the Committee had no intention of 
showing any discrimination between one State and another. It 
could not visit those two States because the time at the disposal of the 
Committee was very limited. 

5. International Council on Archives 

The fourth International Congress of Archives and the eleventh 
International Congress of Historical Science will be held at Stock¬ 
holm, Sweden, from 17 to 20 and 21 to 28 August 1960 respectively. 
The International Congress of Archives will discuss the following 
items: 

(a) The Archives of the States and their organisation, 

(b) New methods. Materials and Practices introduced since 

1950 in the field of Restoration (documents and seals), 
Preservation (maps and plans) and Photography, 

(c) The Archives and Modem Economic and Social Research. 

The Secretariat of the International Council on Archives has circu¬ 
lated a questionnaire on these subjects to all the member countries to 
elicit information on them. 

The International Congress of Ai’chives has invited the Indian 
Historical Records Commission to send its representative to attend 
the fourth International Congress. The Indian Historical Records 
Commission is an Institutional member of the International Council. 
The Secretary of the Commission attended the second Congress held 
at the Hague in 1953 on behalf ot the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. The Commission may now nominate its representative 
to the fourth Congress. 
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6. Conference of International Scholars interested in History 
and Civilization of the Peoples of Asia. 

The Philippine Historical Association is sponsoring a Conference 
of International Scholars who are interested in the History and Civi¬ 
lization of the Peoples of Asia. Hiis will be held at Manila from 2S 
to 30 November, 1960. The objects of the Conference are two-fold: 

(i) to afford the scholars an opportunity to come together for 
an exchange of views, ideas and information etc., as to 
what is being done in the Asian countries towards the 
improvement of historical knowledge relative to their 
respective countries and to the people of Asia; and 

(ii) to consider the possibility of organizing an association of 
scholars living in Asian countries, having for its objec¬ 
tive the enhancement of the usefulness of history for the 
promotion of world peaoe, goodwill and understanding. 

The Association has expressed a desire that some delegates from 
abroad should present papers at the Conference relevant to the pur¬ 
pose of the Conference. They have extended an invitation for 
participation in the conference to the Ministers of Education of all 
the Asian Countries and also to persons and institutions interested in 
the study of history and civilization of the peoples of Asia. The 
present invitation has come to the Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission through the Union Ministry of Education. The Commission 
may consider the desirability of nominating its representative to the 
International Congress. 

Resolution by Shri y. K. Bawa regarding deputation of the Heads of 
the Central and State Record Offices to attend international 
Conferences 

“Resolved that the Government of India and the State Govern¬ 
ments be requested to depute the Director of Archives, National 
Archives of India, and the heads of State Central Record Offices to 
attend International Conferences on Archives, especially those in the 
Indian Ocean area, as delegates representing the respective Govern¬ 
ments:.” 

Explanatory Note .—The IV International Congress of Archives is 
proposed to be held at Stockholm in August 1960. A Conference of 
Archivists and Historians of the Indian Ocean is also proposed to be 
held in Madagascar in April, 1960. These Conferences afford a forum 
for exchange of information between scholars and archivists of 
several countries and participation in these Conferences by the 
i'>irector of Archives, National Archives of India, and the State 
Archivists would afford immense opportunities not only for exchange 
of information on common problems of archives but for the develop- 
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ment of co-operation and understanding in the vast field of histori¬ 
cal research. The Conference of Archivists and Historians of the 
Indian Ocean, specially, would contribute not only to the develop¬ 
ment of regional co-operation but would lead to the development of 
regional history for the Indian Ocean area, as was proposed by Dr. 
Auguste Toussaint in the ‘Indian Archives’ recently. 

Secretary’s note. —^Please see items 5 and 6 of the Proceedings 
in this connection. The suggestion deserves consideration by the 
Central and State Governments. 

Initiating the discussion, Shri P. N. Kirpal said that normally the 
Government of India selected the delegates for international con- 
lerences. In the present case they thought that they would take 
llie opinion of an expert body like the Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission. The Commission, he added, might suggest a name, or 
authorise the President to take necessary action in the matter. 

The President said that there were foreign exchange difficulties 
and the Government of India were restricting sending delegation 
abroad. He, however, added that the proposal might be accepted in 
principle. 

Shri P. N. Kirpal said that the Government of India might be 
requested to secure UNESCO and other foreign fellowships for the 
purpose. 

Shri D. V. Poldar said that so far as the states were concerned 
they generally received such invitations independently. Bombay 
Government, for example, deputed their representatives to the In¬ 
ternational Congress of Archives on previous occasions. Other State 
Governments might take similar action independently. This was 
agreed to. 

After some discussion the following resolution was passed: 

Resolution II. —Resolved that the President, Indian Historical Re¬ 
cords Commission may be authorised to select a representative of 
the Commission to attend the Fourth International Congress of 
-Archives at Stockholm in August, 1960, and the Conference of Inter¬ 
national Scholars interested in History and Civilisation of the 
Peoples of Asia at Manila in November, 1960. 

7. Resolutions hy Shri V. K. Bawa regarding: 

(i) Opening of Branch Offices of the National Archives of India 

"Resolved that the National Archives of India open Branch Offices 
to cover the various regions of the country in order to take care of 
the records produced by the Regional Agencies of the Government 
of India”, 
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Explanatory note .—^The National Archives of India has thus far 
confined its attention mainly to the records produced at Delhi by the 
Government of India. Some records of the Government of India 
are to be found in State Record Offices. Many important offices of 
the Government of India are located outside Delhi and some of these 
nave accumulated archives of considerable value to research, for 
example, the Geological and Zoological Surveys of India at Calcutta, 
the Survey of India at Dehra Dun, the Office of the Government 
Epigraphisl for India at Ootacamund, etc. There are also the records 
produced by important offices of the Government of India such as 
those of the Iron and Steel Controller at Calcutta, the Textile Com¬ 
missioner at Bombay, the Collectors of Customs, the Income Tax 
Department, the Accountants General, the Defence Department (re¬ 
cords of the various Commands) etc. The Indian Historical Records 
Commission has passed resolutions requesting the State Governments 
to establish District Record Offices. The Government of India with 
its larger resources and the technical facilities at its command should 
give the lead in this matter to the State Governments many of which 
have not set up even State Record Offices. The Regional Offices of 
the National Archives may be located in the headquarters of the 
Zonal Councils. The activities of these offices would also serve to 
popularise among State Governments and private institutions the 
use of modern techniques of preservation, classification, indexing etc., 
and perform various services such as microfilming and repair of 
records in the regions. 

Secretary’s note .—The Estimates Committee of the Parliament 
has also recommended the opening of Branch Offices of the National 
Archives of India in four different zones. The question is being 
examined by the Archival Legislation Committee. 

In view of the Secretary’s note Shri V. K. Bawa did not press his 
resolution. 

(ii) Establishment of Oriental Manuscript Libraries in the States 

“Resolved to the State Governments the establishment of Orien¬ 
tal Manuscript Libraries in the various State Capitals. In the event 
of the State Governments lacking the necessary funds, the Govern¬ 
ment of India may be requested to take up the establishment of 
Manuscript Libraries”. 

Explanatory note .—^The distinction between Archives and Manu¬ 
scripts Libraries is widely recognised among Archivists and Librarians 
in the West. Schellenburg in his recent book “Modem Archives” 
points out the distinction between archives, which are produced by 
the Government in the course of its business, and manuscripts, which 
do not form part of a series and which are valued as units, and not 
by virtue of their position in a .series 
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Th«) collection of manuscript material by the Regional Historical 
Records Survey Committees of the States and by other agencies has 
raised the problem of their location. If they are located in an 
Archives Office (as suggested by the Secretary of the Indian Histori¬ 
cal Records Commission in reply to the resolution by Shri G. N. 
Chandra on the subject at the 34th Session of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission), they will necessarily receive only the secon¬ 
dary attention of the archivist. The State Governments would be 
reluctant to provide special staff and facilities for these manuscripts. 
An Oriental Manuscripts Library such as the one at Madras will on 
the other hand devote all its energies to the preservation, catalogu¬ 
ing and publication of such manuscript materials, which will further 
the cause of scholarship all over the country. Secondly, manuscripts 
at present divided among the University, the State Library, the Re¬ 
cord Office, and other private and public institutions can all be cen¬ 
tralised in one place convenient for access by research scholars. 
Thirdly, private persons will be encouraged to donate their 
manuscripts to an institution which devotes its exclusive attention 
to manuscripts. 

Lastly, such libraries will give employment to Archivists and 
Librarians trained in Archives, and thus give an impetus to archival 
work in the country. 

Secretary’s note .—^The resolution appears to be premature, though 
the idea behind it is good. It is premature because the number of 
manuscripts collected by Regional Records Survey Committees etc., 
is not large enough to warrant establishment of a separate library to 
look after them, where there is none. A separate organisation with 
necessary staff and equipment will involve heavy expenditure which 
is hardly justified in the present state of the problem. Where there 
are Manuscript Libraries, the State Government concerned can 
direct newly unearthed or acquired manuscripts to be deposited 
there. Where there is none, the manuscripts to be kept in the State 
Archives or wherever else the State Government consider fit. The 
manuscripts etc., which are deposited in the State repositories by 
the Regional Records Survey Committees are given as much care as 
ts bestowed on the records, a care which, under the existing circum¬ 
stances, can be given only by the Record Offices. 

Shri Mohibbul Hasan Khan said that the resolution strictly speak¬ 
ing did not come within the purview of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission, 

Shri D. V. Potdar said that he did not agree with this view. The 
manuscripts were also raw materials of history and they were 
scattered all over the country in great numbers. Considerable por¬ 
tions of these manuscripts were of great historical importance. If 
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iiistory was to be treated as one, there was greater need for preserv¬ 
ing this wealth also. 

The President said that, as stated earlier, the National Archives 
of India was collecting manuscripts and documents of historical 
importance. Similar action, he understood, was being taken by 
various State repositories also. In his opinion the collections in the 
National Archives of India or in the State Archives Offices were not 
so big as would warrant the establishment of separate Manuscript 
Libraries. 

Dr. Bisheswar Prasad said that the resolution in question referred 
to the States and might be forwarded to them for such action as they 
might consider necessary. 

Shri N. R. Khadgawat intervening in the discussion said that the 
resolution, as it had been worded, was not quite clear. It should 
slate in unambiguous terms whether the manuscripts were to be 
kept separately from archives, and again whether the manuscripts of 
historical importance were to be separated from those of literary 
importance, as otherwise difficulties might crop up later. 

Ur. Tara Chand said that both manuscripts and archives had the. • 
disfinctive qualities. Theoretically speaking they should be kep’f 
separately, and Archives Offices should keep only archives arte 
archival materials. However, as the Central and State Governments 
wens not in a position to establish their own Manuscript Libraries 
the Archives Offices might collect and keep the manuscripts in their 
respective custody. The State Governments might, however, be re¬ 
quested to set up such libraries as early as possible. 

Dr. P. M. Joshi said that the heads of the State Record Offices 
should be allowed to use their discretion in deciding what manu¬ 
scripts would be collected and preserved in the Archives Offices. 

After some discussion the following resolution was" passed: 

Resolution III (a) Resolved that the National Archives of India 
and the State Record Offices should collect manuscripts and docu¬ 
ments which might be of use to research scholars and students of 
history and preserve them separately in their respective custody till 
such time as the Central and State Governments set up their own 
Manuscripts Libraries. 

(b) Resolved, further, that the Government of India and the 
State Government should set up Manuscript Libraries at an early 
date where all the manuscripts now in the custody of the National 
Archives of India and respective State Archives are to be ultimately 
transferred, 

(iii) Recovery oj records from Pondicherry 

“Resolved that the Government of India may be requested to 



57 


move the French Government to take necessary steps for restoration 
of the old records, taken away from the Pondicherry Archives, en 
bloc on the eve of their departure from India, wdich was a violation 
of International Law.” 

Explanatory note .—The importance of the old records deposited 
in the Pondicherry Archives was brought to the notice of the Indian 
History Congress in 1941, by Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan, Professor of 
History, Osmania University, and Curator, Central Record Office, 
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh. Subsequently he visited Pondicherry 
and made a selection of some documents bearing on the history of 
South India and Hyderabad. Photographic copies of some documents 
were also obtained. On the departure of the French from Pondicherry, 
it was presumed that these archives, which have a bearing on local 
Indian History, had been handed over to the successor Indian 
Government in accordance with International Law, based on the 
principles of respect des jond.s establi.shod over several centuries 
in Europe and extended all over the world. Queries made in this 
respect in several concerned quarters, however, have revealed that 
the French had taken away all the papers en bloc. The claim of 
the Government of India to these records is very strong, and as the 
de jure transfer of the French possessions has not yet taken place, the 
matter should be taken up urgently. Many of the Residency records 
have been lost to India because of the lack of attention given to the 
matter at the time of the transfer of power in British India and the 
Indian States. The same mistake can be prevented by taking prompt 
action in this case. 

Secretary’s note .—The question of Pondicherry records was de¬ 
cided by Article 33 of the “Agreement between the Government of 
India and the Government of France for the settlement of the ques¬ 
tion of the future of the French Establishments in India.” Under the 
terms of this agreement the records of ‘historical’ importance were 
to be the property of the French Government, while the ‘administra¬ 
tive’ records relating to the administration of Pondicherry etc., were 
to be retained by the Government of India. The ‘historical’ records 
have since been removed to Paris, but the French Government have 
agreed to give the India Government photocopies of these records, 
'but they have informed that before these can be prepared the records 
will have to be arranged and catalogued. A complete catalogue, 
when prepared, will be sent to the Government of India to enable 
them to select documents of Indian interest which ai'e to be photo¬ 
copied. 

It was decided that the French Government should be requested' 
to expedite action in the matter. 

(iv) Widening of the scope of membership of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission 
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“Resolved that the scope of membership of the Indian Historical 
■Commission be widened to include political scientists, economists, 
sociologist, anthropologists and scholars from other fields”. 

Explanatory Note .—The Indian Historical Records Commission 
has all along been serving as a forum for historians to present their 
views to the Government on archival matters which vitally affect 
historical research. In recent years the field of historical research 
in India has acquired new dimensions. The development of social 
science like Economics, Politics, Sociology and Anthropology have 
made possible the use of historical material for these studies. The 
wealth of material in record offices has to be used not only to 
establish historical events but also to interpret the laws of human 
behaviour as portrayed by historical events. Archives have already 
been used in the construction of economic history. Statistics of ports, 
shipping lists, census records—all these contain material that is of 
import for economic history. The study of social sciences can be 
enriched by taking into consideration the wealth of material in 
historical repositories. such as newspaper collections and archives. 
Apart from these, the use of records, current and semi-current, is of 
considerable value for research in specialised fields of public adminis¬ 
tration. In a sense history includes all knowledge and the study 
of history itself would be deepened and strengthened by the 
behaviourial approach of the social sciences. The scope of Indian 
Historical Records Commission needs to be widened by drawing upon 
the experience of social scientists and others. Inviting scholars from 
other fields of knowledge to serve in the Indian Historical Records 
Commission will be a step towards the integration of knowledge 
which is one of the objects of scholarship. It will ensure a varied 
use of records by persons with different disciplines. This will also 
enrich the fields of historical research by giving historians an 
opportunity to see the records from a dynamic and functional angle. 

Secretary’s note .—All research includes a study of the recorded 
past. In this sense all scholars are historians in their particular 
fields. But this commonness of approach would hardly justify 
bringing them together on a common platform. Moreover, there are 
special organisations for social sciences like Political Science, 
Economics etc. The mover’s purpose can be served by establishing 
liaison with such organisations. This can be achieved by allowing 
them to send a representative each to the Commission, in the same 
manner as Indian History Congress and some other institutions are 
represented. 

The President said that he was personally not in favour of the 
resolution as it might ultimately lead to the Indian Historical Records 
'Commission losing its individuality. It would be better, the thought. 
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that the Commission should confine itself to the main purpose for 
which it had been constituted. Besides, it would be desirable to await 
the recommendation of the Archival Legislation Committee in this 
regard. This was agreed to. 

{x) Establishment of an Institute of Historical Research 

“Resolved that the Indian Historical Records Commission might 
seriously consider the establishment of an Institute of Historical 
Research to ensure that only the highest standard of research 
prevail.” 

Explanatory note .—The establishment of an Institute of Historical 
Research was visualised by Ramsay Muir in his letter to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, Department of Education, and extract 
of which was published in the ‘Indian Archives’. The arguments put 
forth by Muir hold good even today. The critical study of material 
based on a training in historiography which was one of the o'bjects 
of Ramsay Muir’s Proposals is not as widened as one would 
wish. Archivists and Research Scholars, along with Library have 
an interest in the maintenance of high standards of intellectual life 
in the country. Research at present is the past-time of a few and 
lacks a sound foundation due to the absence of a broadbased tradition 
of research in the Universities. The establishment of an Institute of 
Historical Research will ensure high standard of research. 

Secretary’s note .—The suggestion given by Ramsay Muir was in 
connection with the question of establishment oif the Indian Historical 
Records Commission. There is no doubt about the necessity of 
raising the standard of research in the country. But the Indian 
Historical Records Commission which is an advisory body only 
cannot undertake this task. It can draw attention to this and can 
even suggest ways and means for achieving this objective. But the 
matter is primarily the concern of the Universities and other research 
institutions and the Inter-University Board is the proper forum for 
discussion of this question. The National Archives of India has been 
doing what it can in order to promote the object of this resolution. 
Its Research Room is visited toy students from all over India. Besides, 
there are scholars approved by the Government of India under a 
Research Fellowship Scheme. All these scholars carry on their 
research under the guidance of their respective professors. But the 
National Archives of India extends to them all the help and 
guidance that it can with its limited resources to put them on the 
right track. 

In view of the Secretary’s note, Shri V. K. Bawa did not press his 
resolution. 

8. Resolution by Dr. H. L. Gupta regarding :— 

<i) preservation in the Bhopal Office of the National Archives of 
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India of the historical records of Madhya Pradesh and records 
of the former Madhya Bharat Princely States 

“Resolved that in view of the importance of local records for 
compiling regional histories, the historical records of Madhya Pradesh 
and of the Princely States incorporated in it, which the Government 
of Madhya Pradesh have proposed to offer to the National Archives 
of India, be preserved in the Regional Office of the National Archives, 
at Bhopal.” 

Explanatory note .—Research work in regional histories can best 
be done at the Regional Record Offices which may be easily accessible 
to research scholars of the region. Therefore, preservation of local 
historical records of the Madhya Pradesh Government and also of 
Gwalior, Indore, Rewa and other Princely States in the regional office 
of the National Archives at Bhopal will be in the best interests of 
the research scholars of the Universities of Madhya Pradesh and its 
contiguous States. This will obviate the difficulties of finding out 
more space at the National Archives, New Delhi. 

Secretary's note .—A proposal that the National Archives of India 
take over the princely records of the former Madhya Pradesh States 
(Gwalior, Indore and Rewa) and preserve them in its regional office 
at Bhopal has been accepted by the Government of India in principle. 
The final reply from the Government of Madhya Pradesh, however, is 
awaited. 

Dr. H. L. Gupta did not press his resolution in view of the 
Secretary’s note. 

(ii) framing of uniform rules for weeding of Central and State 
Government records — 

“In view of the lack of uniformity in the rules for weeding of 
records by the Central and State Governments the Commission 
resolved that the Director of National Archives and the Directors/ 
Keepers of State Records be authorized to frame rules for this 
purpose and place them before the next meeting of the Records 
Commission for consideration and finalization. The rules so framed 
may be forwarded to the State Governments by way of advice.” 

Secretary’s note .—In so far as weeding of the Central Government 
records is concerned, a Sub-Committee was appointed by the Local 
Records Sub-Committee to examine all the problems connected with 
it. The Sub-Committee recommended that the Director of Archives, 
Government of India, should frame a set of rules for weeding of 
Central Government records in consultation with the Ministry of 
Law (vide Appendix E, Indian Historical Records Commission Pro¬ 
ceedings Volume XXXIV, Part I). The question is now being examined 
by the Archival Legislation Committee. The rules, when finally. 
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drawn up, will be put on a statutory basis and copies will be 
circulated to all Stale Governments. These rules may serve as the 
general pattcnm for more or less similar rules all over the ccaintry. 

The proposal to frame uniform weeding rules for the Stales was 
first raised by the Research and Publication Committee at its seven¬ 
teenth meeting held at Nagpur in December 1950 and also at its 
nineteenth inecling at Jaipur in December 1951. The whole question 
was reviewed by the Indian Historical Records Commission at its 
•twenty-ninth session at Bhopal in February 1953. In view of the 
practical dlfliculties involved in examining the rules for weeding of 
records of the Slate Governments and the great divergence between 
the rules of different State Governments, and between the various 
D{^f)ar1m('nts of the sanu^ Government in wt?f‘ding their record."^, the 
Comm'ssion decidi^d that the matt('r need not be pursued. 

In view of the Secndaiy's’ note Dr. Gupta did not press his 
resniut ion 

9 Rct^nlu^ion hij Sliri G. N Cliavdra re<ianiv}ig trausfi^r of liv^^Ulcnni 
records rcUttnuj to the Stales to Stcus-’ \uinccrfied 

“The Commission j'ecomnKmds to \ho Government of India that 
tile local Government records relating to Indian States, bo(h 
current and non-current, which were separated in 1937 in cunncc- 
lion v/itli Ih.e inauguration of ])rovincial autonomy and remover! to 
the Residencies concerned and subsequ>.mtly centralised in the 
National Archives of Ind'a along with the Residency Records in 
pursuance’ oi R^aiolutifin XIU of the Indian Hist(n’ica1 Records Com- 
inis.siori in RM3 on the dnr olution of the Residencies be rcstorf'rl to 
tlie Stair* (Tovcnminents concerned ni the changed set-up as a result 
of the merger of the former States into the Stales in the liKhan 
Union. 

E.rplariaU)nj 7/otre--The considej'alion Oii which the Stales 
records were separated and removed from the autonomous Pro¬ 
vinces no longer exists and these records are reouired for (’omplet- 
ing the sc'vies of records of the Local Governments concerned in 
accoi’dance with the archival principles as also for the administra¬ 
tion^ of the States so merged. 

Secretary's iiote. —Uho dismemberment of records which form part 
of a series is against archival principles. But the records referred 
to were created by the Provincial Governments in exercise of powers 
conferred on them by the Governor General of India, and so they do 
not form part of the records of the Local Governments. True, after 
the lapse of pararnountcy such State Governments as were in posses¬ 
sion of Residency records were allowed by the Government of India 
-io retain them either on quasi-permanent loan or as long as they were 
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required by the States concerned for their administrative purpose. 
But this does not change the basic position. 

The Commission accepted the'Secretary’s note in this regard. 

10. Resolution by Shri S. C. De regarding development of States 
Archives v.nder Five-Year pians 

“The Commission strongly recommends to the States that have 
not so far taken up the development of Archives as a part of the 
Five-Year Development Plan to include the subject in their develop¬ 
ment programme without delay and requests the Government of 
India to render financial assistance to such States as have no organised 
Archives at present for the equipment and development of such 
Institution.” 

Explanatory note. —^There is no gainsaying the fact that an orga¬ 
nised Archives is an asset to a Government from administrative point 
of view. The activities of the Government in different spheres and 
the experiences gained therefrom, are preserved in the form of official 
records for use in connection with the current and future administra¬ 
tive purposes. Smooth and successful running of the administration 
depends, in a great measure, upon the scientific classification and 
arrangements of records ensuring their ready availability for 
administrative use and also upon the preservation of records for tlwir 
future use. Viewed from this angle, the development of the Archiveft 
so vitally connected with administration should appropriately form 
a part of the development programmes of the States or the Centre. 
In some of the States the question of development of the Archives 
has not been taken up as a part of the Five-Year Development Pro¬ 
gramme. So it is necessary that such States be urged to give due 
importance to the question and take it up as a part of their programme 
immediately. Some States may find it difficult to develop ..their 
Archives to the desired extent on account of .financial difficulties. 
In such cases financial assistance from the Government of India /as in 
case of development of Museums) will help much in the develop¬ 
ment of the Archives in the States, specially those that hai^e no 
organised Archives, at present. *'.■ 

Secretary’s note. —A similar and more comprehensive resolution 
was passed by the Indian Historical Records Commission at its %irty- 
fourth sessif^^ held at Trivjmdrum in January 1959 Unde Resf^utimit 
III, Indian i^storical Recoil Commission Proceedings Vfelume- 
XXH^Part I, pages 52-53). For action taken by the State Govem- 
mentl^hase see conspectus. 

f the abs^j^ce of Shri S. C. Dq and tin view of the Secretary’ss 
th* cesolqtiph was not moved. 



11, Resolution hy the Government of Kerala regarding utilisation of 
services of trained personnel for the State Archives 

■ “The State Governments may be requested to avail themselves 
of the services of the Officers in the respective States, who have 
got training in the National Archives of India in the preservation 
of records, for the improvement of the Archives under the control 
of the Stete Governments.” 

Explanatory note .—It is noted that several persons who have 
undergone training in the National Archives of India are now serv¬ 
ing the State Governments in various capacities quite unconnected 
with the profession for which they have undergone training. Their 
services can be utilised effectively by the State Governments for 
maintenance and preservation of valuable archives owned by them. 
The State Governments, where trained personnel are available, may 
be requested to make the best use of their services. 

Secretary’s note .—^The Indian Historical Records Commission at 
its twenty-seventh session held at Nagpur in December 1950 recom¬ 
mended (Resolution III) that all State Governments should recog¬ 
nise archives administration as technical work and appoint Diploma 
holders from the National Archives of India to their respective 
repositories.* Non-utilisation of the services of trained personnel 
means a wastage of the time and energy spent by them on receiving 
training and is certainly to be deplored. 

The following resolution was passed;— 

Resolution IV .—^The Commission reiterates its previous recom-« 
mendation that the State Governments should appoint trained 
personnel in their respective Record Offices, and request that the 
State Governments may avail of the services of the Officers in their 
respective States, who have receive training in the National Archives 
of India for the improvement of their Archives Offices. 

12. Resolution by Shri N. B. Roy regarding grant of honorarium 

to contributors of papers 

“Resolved that the Union Ministry of Education be reqtiested to 
grant honorarium, as token of respect to the contributors of papers, 
approved for publication in the Proceedings of the Indian Historical 
Records Conunission.” 

Secretary's note .—^The main purpose of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission in inviting papers for being read at its annual 
sessions is to encourage scholars to bring to light un|>ubllshed records 
in pi^liC and private custody for their mutual benefit- No que»> 
lion of respect is involved. 

.Sl^ N. B. Roy withdrew his resolution. 
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13. Resolution by Shri R. Subba Rao regarding transfer of records 
or copy thereof relating to Andhra from Madras Record Oj^lce 

“Resolved that since Andhra Pradesh Government have consti¬ 
tuted Central and Regional Committees for collection, preservation 
and use of records in the State, such of the records or copies of the 
same as are collected and preserved in Madras Record Office be sent 
to Hyderabad for use there.” 

Secretary’s note .—^Division of original records following division 
of a Slate is against archival principle. In such circumstances the 
newly created State can ask for copies of records in which it is 
interested. For copies of records relating to Andhra, the question 
may be decided by the two State Governments by negotiation. 

Shri R. Subba Rao said that he could see from the Secretary’s 
note that original records could not be transferred to Hyderabad. 
He .suggested that microfilm copies of records relating to Andhra 
could be supplied by the Madras Record Office. 

Shri T. Ba]akri.shnan Nayar replied that copies of records were 
supplied to Andhra Pradesh whenever required by them. 

The President said that the question of obtaining microfilm copies 
of records from Madr.as Record Office could be easily settled by the 
Governments of Andhra and Madras by negotiation,,and there was 
no need to pass a resolution. 

14. Resolutions by Shri S. B. Bhat regarding: 

(t) publication of a complete history of Indian Historical Records 
Commission 

Resolved that the history of the Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission from its inception till to-day be written and .published with 
reference to the original records available in the Archives of India 
as well as other official and non-official sources. For purposes of 
preparing such a History, a Committee consisting of the Secretary, 
Indian Historical Records Commission, and two other members 
(who are non-officials) be appointed, which may be called the 
Editorial Committee. That the Secretary of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission may be appointed the Chief Editor. And that 
the work of writing be ^nished within a period of one year frqm 
this date. • ... 

Explanatory note .—The Indian Historical Records Commission 
has been in existence for about 35 years or so. It was started in the 
British period and contuiued its existence after Independence. It 
is but natural and it would 'also be interesting for the members of 
t|je Commission as well as the public in general to know as to how 
tMe Commission came into existence and what were the objects of 
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the British rulers to bring such a Commission into existence, Further, 
it would also be interesting to know as to what work has been 
done and achieved by the Commission. Apart from the intentions 
of the British rulers, it appears that the research work in the field 
of History was taken up at Government level by bringing it into 
e.xistence. Therefore, it would also be interesting to find out what 
re-lilts have followed from such Government action. In view of all 
this, it is submitted that a history of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission from its origin up to the present be written with refer¬ 
ence to all the original records available in the National Archives 
of India as well as in other places. 

Secretary's note .—A brochure entitled “The Indian Historical 
Records Commission--A retrospect, 1919—48” containing the history 
of both the Indian Historical Records Commission and the National 
Archives of India smce their inception was published in 1948 during 
the Silver Jubilee Session of the Indian Historical Records Commis¬ 
sion. Another volume “The Resolutions of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission, 1919—48” was also published in the same 
connection. The question of making it up-to-date will be taken up 
on a suitable occasion. 

. The Secretary’s note was accepicd by the Commission. 

(ii) visit to historical research institutions in States by Minis¬ 
ters and other high officials 

“The Indian Historical Records Commission recommends that all 
the Ministers and high officials in all States in India may be request¬ 
ed by the Indian Government that they should as a rule pay visits 
to historical research Institutions when they visit the cities in 
which such institutions are located with a view to ascertain their 
work knd encourage them and to create enthusiasm and respect in 
the mind of the public in general for the work done by such 
Institutions”. 1 

Explanatory note .—That historical research work and preser¬ 
vation of historical records is now encouraged by the State Govern¬ 
ments and it can now be said that it is now a matter of policy of 
the Indian State Governments. It is also true that in every State 
research work is going on and research institutions are coming into 
existence. But these institutions are privately conducted with 
Government aid wherever available. But as the work is being 
carried on by private institutions, and the State Governments have 
no direct connection with them, proper attention is not given to such 
mstitutions by the Ministers and high officials of different States. 

view of the fact that the Indian Government is taking such an 
interest in the work of .preservation and historical research, it /« 
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submitted that the attention of different States in the country be 
focussed on such institutions, by requesting the Government Officials 
and Ministers to pay visits to such institutions when they visit the 
cities in which such institutions are located. 

Secretary's note. —It is a matter for consideration by the State 
Governments and the persons concerned. It will hardly be proper 
for the Government of India to issue instructions of this kind. 

In view of the Secretary’s note. Shri S. B. Bhat withdrew his 
resolution. 

15-16. Resolutions by Dr. R. C. Majumdar and Dr. G. M. Moraes 
regarding microfilming of old newspapers 

(i) Resolution by Dr. R. C- Majumdar: 

“That a Committee be appointed to explore the feasibility of and 
suggest ways and means for preparing microfilm copies of important 
newspapers published in India during the 19th Century.” 

(ii) Resohdion by Dr. G. M. Moraes: 

“Whereas scholars of Modem Indian History are taking increas¬ 
ing-interest in economic, social and cultural history, and are increas¬ 
ingly using newspapers, periodicals and pamphlets (both in English 
arid various regional languages) as source materials for their 
researches; and 

“Whereas the importance of such ephemeral material is not wide¬ 
ly recognised among the general public, with the result that 
irreplaceable newspapers, periodicals and pamphlets are being allow¬ 
ed to disintegrate with age or are discarded as useless; and 

“Whereas such materials are often bulky, occupying valuable 
storage space, and are costly to bind, laminate, or otherwise preserve 
from cracking and disintegrating; 

“It is, therefore, resolved that a comprehensive scheme for the 
microfilming of newspapers, periodicals and pamphlets publidied in 
India in the nineteenth-and twentieth centuries be put into opera¬ 
tion as soon as practicable; and 

“that as a first' step the most perishable material in the following 
three collections be microfilmed, viz., the Bharata Itihasa Samsho- 
dhaka Mandali^ in Poona, the collection of K, Sajunlal in Secundera¬ 
bad and the collection of Hemendra Prasad Ghose in Calcutta— 
emphasis being laid on the Marathi, Urdu and Bengali holdings in 
those respective collections; and 

“that, to avoid duplication of existing microfilm files, a compre¬ 
hensive check list of such files be compiled by the National Archive?, 
that this clieck list be revised and brought up-to-date at tlMi 
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“That it be further resplved that in view of the rapidly growing^ 
interest in the scholarly study of modem Indian History in foreign 
countries (especially in the U.S.A., the U.S.S.R., Japan and countries 
of Eastern and Western Europe), this microfilming he made* inter¬ 
national in scope, positive copies of all microfilms being made avail¬ 
able to libraries or individual scholars in these countries, preferably 
on a subscription basis; and 

“that in view of the great cost of microfilming such a large body 
of source materials, and the limited contributions which subscribing 
libraries (both in India and abroad) can be expected to make, finan¬ 
cial support for this scheme be requested from UNESCO, from 
philanthropic foundations, and if necessary from foreign govern¬ 
ments; and 

“that further a slUb-committee of three members be appointed 
to put the above scheme into immediate effect, to supervise its work¬ 
ing, and a report to this b%dy on its progress.” 

Secretary’s note .—The National Archives of India has a pro¬ 
gramme of microfilming of documents etc. of’national and historical 
interest. It would be a good idea if important newspapers of the 
19th and 20th centuries are included under that scheme. Necessary 
information could be collected from various State repositories, 
important libraries and other institutions and individuals. As 
already stated in the Review of the Development Programme of the 
National Archives of India, copies of microfilms of important docu¬ 
ments are proposed to be kept in four selected libraries in India 
to prevent their possible loss. The microfilm will be accessible to 
scholars under the same conditions as records. 

Both Dr. R. C. Majumdar and Prof. G. M. Moraes were absent. 
Dr. K. K. Dutta, however, took up the resolution and said that it 
was a very important matter and needed seriouS attention. There 
were many important newspapers which mi^t decay and be lost to 
posterity if immediate steps were not taken for their preservation. 
In any case they should be microfilmed without any further delay. 

The President said that a Committee might be appointed to go 
into the details of the problem as suggested by the movers. 

This was agreed to and the following resolution was unanimously 
passed. 

Resolution y.—Resolved that the Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission may appoint a Sub-Committee to explore the feasibility of 
and suggest ways and means of preparing microfilm copies of impor¬ 
tant newiqxapers published in India durihg the Ifith and early 26tb 

CentuT^lei. . . , ’ 
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• 17. Resolution by Shri R. S. Panchamukhi regarding inclvMon of 
Palaeography and Calligraphy in the syllabus for schools and 
colleges. 

“This meeting recommends to the Ministry of Education, State 
and Central Governments, that the study and training in Palaeo¬ 
graphy and Calligraphy be included in the syllabus of higher 
standards in the secondary schools and under-graduate and post- 
graduatfe courses in the Colleges as that will facilitate the reading 
and interpretation of old documents, manuscripts and inscriptions 
which are the basic materials for the reconstruction of the history 
of India from the ancient to the, modern period.” 

Explanatory note .—For writing the history of ancient and 
modem periods the reading of inscriptions and Jjistorical documents 
is quite necessary. These are written in different kinds of script 
that were in vogue in the respective periods. This archaic script 
should be studied by every student of history and language. The 
several lakhs of inscriptions and documents lying still undeciphered 
can be handled pmperly by the students trained in Palaeography.' 
There is not provision for training anywhere in India. Hiis should 
be made good by making provision for training in Palaeography 
and Calligraphy in Schools and Colleges. 

Secretary’s note .—This should more appropriately come within 
the purview of the Inter-University Board. 

The resolution was taken up for discussion in the absence of 
Shri R. S. Panchamukhi- 

Dr. P. M. Joshi said the suggestion was important and deserved 
consideration. 

Dr, Tara Chand ^aid it would be easier for the States to impart 
training in such ancient scripts as might be prevalent in their res¬ 
pective areas than for the Centre to- open a training centre with 

provisions for training in all the ancient scripts of India. 

♦ 

Dr, P. M. Joshi agreed to the suggestion of Dr. Tara Chand, but 
felt that* the National Archives of India should have arrangement 
for training in Palaeography also. 

Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad said that the resolution was meant for 
schools and colleges and should therefore be forwarded to the Inter- 
University Board. 

After some discussion the following resolution was passed:— 

Resolution VI.—This Commission recommends that the study and' 
training in Palaeography aiui Calligraphy should be included in- 
the syllabus of High and Higher Secondary Schools and under-- 



I graduate and post-graduate courses in Colleges as that will facilitate 
reading and interpretation of old documents, manuscripts and 
ins criptions, which are basic materials for the history of India. 

Further resolved that the above resolution be forwarded to the 
Inter-University Board for necessary action. 

As regards the proposal to include Palaeography in the Training 
Course of the National Archives of India, the Secretary said that 
he would examine the proposal. 

18. Resolutions by the Andhra University regarding : 

(i) supply' oj microfilm copies of records of Central Government 

to all the National Libraries 

1. (a) “Resolved that the Central Govemitient be requested to 

supply photostat copies of all the historical records and 
documents under its control to each of the National 
Libraries in the country; 

•(b) and further that the right of all Universities to borrow 
these recoi’ds and books etc., from such National Libra¬ 
ries be recognised.” 

Explanatory note .—^Experience has shown that the National 
Libraries are prone to regard themselves as lending Libraries strict¬ 
ly for the state in which they are located. This takes off the national 
character about them, ignores the claims of Educational Institutions 
in the contiguous region and hampers research. 

The proposal was dropped as it was considered impracticable. 

(ii) supply of photostat copies of State Records to Universities 

2. “Resolved that the State Governments be requested to supply 
to all Universities within its area photostat copies of all the histori¬ 
cal records and documents under its control.” 

Explanatory note .—It is now agreed on all hands that regional 
bibliographies of source materials are very essential for historical 
research. The above resolution seeks to make them a'^ailable for 
easier analysis and classification. 

The resolution was dropped. 

The meeting then concluded with a vote of thanks to the chair 
proposed by Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad and seconded by Shri V. S. 
Surl. •* 
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CONSPECTUS OF ACTION TAKEN ON THE RESOLUTIONS OF 
SOME OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS OF THE INDIAN 
HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION 

31st Sessioui Mysore, 1955 

Resolution III .—^Resolved that organised State Archival Agencies 
in India be urged to bring out descriptive catalogues of records in 
their custody for the benefit of bona fide research students and 
scholars. j 

Andhra Pradesh. —The implementation of the resolution has been 
deferred for the preseat due to difficult financial position. 

33rd Session, Bhubaneswar, March 1958 

Re.wlutAon II .—This Commission resolves that edited texts or 
calenders of unpublished manuscript records or documents, when 
accompanied by an adequate introduction and critical apparatus, 
should be given the same recognition as original dissertations on arts 
or science subjects and should be regarded as equally worthy of 
•consideration for the award of a Doctorate Degree. 

Andhra, Paina and Madras Universities .—Do not accept the reso¬ 
lution. 

Rajasthan, aaugar and Annamalai Universities. —^The resolution 
is under consideration, 

Visva Bharati and Utkal Universities. —^Accept the resolution. 

Agra University .—Does not agree with the resolution as such, 
but proposes to consider each case on its own merit. 

Osmania University. —The resolution has been noted. 

Resolution HI .—The Commission reiterates its previous resolu¬ 
tions on the question of maintenance of the integrity of records of 
the states affected by merger and re-organization and recommends 
that in pursuance of the accepted archival principle all records of 
the defunct abates should be treated as the property of the successor 
governments. As regards local records like those of Districts, Divi¬ 
sions, Sub-Divisions, Municipalities, etc., all these records both non- 
current and current, should remain where they are. 

West Bengal. —^Accq[>t the resolution in pirinciple. ll^garding the 
recovery of some records of historical importance and other docu¬ 
ments removed from Purulia by the Bihar Government, the matter 
is still under negotiation with that Govenunent. 

Resolution JV.—Resloved that a limited number of copies of 
such publications as the Govemm^tIndia and the State Govern¬ 
ments may bring out ^ould be printed on special quality of paper 
to ensure their permanency. 
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Rajasthan and Madras. —^Accept the resolution. 

Delhi. —^The contents of the resolution have been noted by the 
Convener of the Regional Records Survey Committee and will be 
taken into consideration whenever the Committee publishes any 
hook or documents. 

Bihar Universiiy. —^The resolution has been noted. 

Maharaja nayajt Kao University, Baroda. —The important publi¬ 
cations of the University are already pointed on good paper. 

Assam. —The resolution is under consideration. 

34t/?, Session, Trivandrum, 1958 

Resolution I .—The members of 'the Indian Historical Records 
-Commission deeply mourn the death of Dr. Jadu Nath Sarkar, 
Dr. B. S. Baliga and Shri G. B. Pandya and request the Secretary 
to convey lo the bereaved families messages of condolence and 
sympathy on behalf of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 

The messages of condolence and sympathy were sent to the 
bereaved families of Dr. Jadu Nath Sarkar, Dr. B. St Baliga and 
Shri G. B. Panaya. 

Resolution 11 .—Resolved that Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission (a) reiterates its previofis resolutions drawing the attention 
of the Government of India to the imperative need for early enact¬ 
ment of suitable arcHiv'al legivslation; (b) notes^with satisfaction that 
the Union Ministry of Education have declared the-ir intention to 
appoint a Committee of experts to advise the Government on the 
fonn and content of such legislation {vide Proceedings of the Rajya 
Sabha, August 22, 1958); and (c) urges the Government of India to 
expedite the appointment of this Committee and to take all other 
steps necessary for the early enactment of such archival legislation. 

Government of India have appointed the Archival Legislation 
•Committee with the following as its members: — 

Chairman 

1. Dr. Tara Chand. Member, Rajya Sabha. 

Members 

2. Dr. Raghubir Sinh. Member, Rajya Sabha. 

3. Dr. Bisheswar Prasad. Professor of History, Delhi Univer¬ 

sity. 

4. Shri Mohibbul Hasan Khan. Reader in History, Aligarh 

University. 

•5. Dr. P. M. Joshi. Director of Archives, Government of 

Bombay.' 
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( 6. A representative of the Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri 

Fateh Singh, Joint Secretary), 

7. A representative of the Ministry of Law (to be nominated 

later). 

8. A representative of the Ministry of Education (Shri Nizam- 

uddin Ahmed, Deputy Secretary). 

Member-Secretary 

9. Director, National Archives of India. 

For details— see item 4 «f the Proceedings. 

Resolution III {a). —^This Commission strongly feels the necessity 
of incorporating some Development Schemes of the Record Offices in 
India under the Five Year Plans, and therefore, requests the Govern¬ 
ment of India to provide adequate funds to the National Archives 
of India as well as to the State Governments to enable them to 
undertake a programme of development for their respective collec¬ 
tions under the Third Five Year Plan. 

(b) This Commission also strongly recommends to the State 
Governments, particularly where full fledged Central Record Offices 
are yet to be established, to set up such Record Offices and to under¬ 
take a phased .'programme of development under the Third Five 
Year Plan. 

Madras, Bihar and U.P .—The r^olution is under consideration.' 

Assam. —The resolution will be implemented after a Central 
Records Office is established. 

Rajasthan. —Accept the resolution in principle. The State Gov¬ 
ernment have drawn up a plan, for development of their Recor'-' 
Office. 

Bombay. —The scheme for the development of the Secretariat 
Record Office and its Subordinate Offices at Baroda and Kolhapur 
have been received from the State Government. 

Punjab .—Provision is being made in the Third Five Year Plan 
for the implementation of the resolution. 

Resolution IV. —Thfe' Commission recommends to the State Gov¬ 
ernments which have lately set up State Archives Offices, or are 
contemplating to do so, tp reorganize or constitute their respective 
Archives in such a way as to conform to the elementary principles 
guiding the constitution and, working of an organised Central Record 
Office. 

Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi Islands. —^The Administration 
proposes to get a member of the staff trained in Archives Keeping- 
in the National Archives of India and utilize his services in organiz¬ 
ing a snrnll record reposltdi^r’ on proper lines. 
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Andaman and Nicobar Islajids.r-The Administration has no orga* 
nised Central Record OflSce. 

Himachal Pradesh .—The Record Office of the Administration is 
still in the making as the previous one was destroyed by fire during 
May 1957. However the resolution will be taken into consideration 
as and when a Central Record Office is set up. 

Punjab and Rajasthan .—Accept the resolution in principle. They 
are taking steps to reorganize their respective Record Offices accord¬ 
ing to the principles laid down in the pamphlet prepared by the 
National Committee of Archivists. 

Mysore .—^Accept the resolution. 

Resolution V .—Resolved that the Government of India recom* 
mend to the State Governments to appoint trained Archivists in 
their District Record Offices for proper preservation of the valuable 
* collections of old records kept therein. 

Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi Islands .—The resolution has 
been noted. 

Bihar, Punjab, Assam and Orissa .—The resolution is under con¬ 
sideration. 

Andaman and. Nicobar Islands .—^Accept the resolution in prin¬ 
ciple. 

Bombay .—The Director of Archives has two District Record 
Offices under his control, one at Baroda and the other at Kolhapur. 
*The Superintendent of the former is a trained Archivist. The ques¬ 
tion of sending the Head Clerk of. the latter for training will be 
considered in due course. As regards the Collectorate records in 
each District, the resolution is being brought to the notice of the 
Revenue Department for necessary action. 

Madras .—^The records of the District Collectorates upto 1857 have 
already been centralized at the Madras Record Office. Centraliza¬ 
tion of the old Company records etc. in the custody of the District 
Courts at the M^ras Record Office has also been taken up. The 
appointment of trained Archivists to District Record Offices, is not, 
therefore, considered necessary as the records are kept in the custody 
of each office and their number and size are very small. 

Mysore .—^The resolution has been forwarded to the authorities- 
concerned for necessary action. 

Rajasthan :—^Accept the resolution. 
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APPENDIX—B 


CONSTITUTION OF THE REGIONAL RECORDS SURVEY 
COMMITTEES OF MADRAS, TRIPURA, ORISSA, MYSORE, 
MANIPUR AND ANDHRA PRADESH 

MADRAS 

Ahstract 

Indian Historical Records Commission—^Regional Committee for 
Survey of Historical Records—Reconstituf on—Ordered. 


Public (General M.) Department 
G O Ms. No. 173 
Dated the 23rd January 1959 

Read: 

G.O. Ms. No. 3303 Education, dated 24-12-1948. 

G.O. Ms. No. 1490 Education, dated 4-7-1952. 

G.O. Ms. No. 1964 Pubi c (General M.), dated 22-6-1955. 

G.O. Ms. No. 276, Public (General M.), dated 25-1-1956. 

From the Curator, Madras Record Office, No. 826-D7/58-1, dated 
28-2-1958, No. 826-D7/58-3, dated 9-4-1958 and dated 16-4-1958. 

From the Registrar of University of Madras, No. H3279, dated 
7-4-1958, and No. .A-7588, dated 15-10-1958. 

Prom the D'rector of Public Instruction No. 167/06/57, dated 
3-4-1958 and No. 167/G6/57, dated 31-10-1958. 

From the Regi.strar of Annamalai University, No. ROC-1993-B1/58, 
dated 21-7-1958 and No. 8571-C1/58, dated 19-11-1958. 

Order : 

The term of office of the members of the Regional Committee for 
Survey of Historical Records, Madras, expired by efflux of time on 
the 4th July 1958 F.N. The Government have since considered 
the question of continuing the Committee and they have decided 
that the Committee should be reconstituted with the following 
members for a period of three years from the date of this order. 

I. Learned Institutions: 

1. Shri S. Gopalan, Member and Honorary Secretary, Tanjore 
Maharaja Sarfoji’s Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore. 
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•%. Dr. R. Bhaskaran, Honcxraiy Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Madras Institute of Public Administration, University 
Buildings, Madras. 

3. Shrl M. P. Periaswamy Thooran, Chief Editor, Tamil 
Valarchi Kazhagam, Madras. 

4. Dr. M. Varadarajan, Professor of Tamil, Pachiayappa’s 
College. 

, 5. Shri R. Viswanatha Ayyar, Librarian, Dr. V. Swaminatha 

.Ayyar Library, Adyar, Madras. 

6. The Honorary Secretary, Madurai Tamil Sangam, Madurai. 

U. Universities: 

1. Dr. K. Kan>Hkasabhapathi Pillai, Professor of Indian History 
and Archaeology, University of Madras. 

2. Shri R. Sathianatha Iyer, Head of the Department of 
History, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar. 

fll. Government Nominees: 

1. Shri T. P. Meenakshisundaram, MA., B.L., M.O.L., Professor 
of Tamil, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar. 

2. Shri T. Balakrishnan Nair, M.A., Principal and Chief Profes¬ 
sor of Indian History, Presidency College, Madras— 
Convener. 

■3. Shri T. Chandrakharan, Curator, Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library, Madras. 

4 Dr. T. V. Mahalingam, M.A., D.Litt., Reader in History, 
-University of Madras, Madras. 

i>. Shri S. A. W. Bukhari, Principal, New College, Royapettah, 
Madras. 

6. Professor K A. Nilakanta SastrL 

7. The Principal of Loyola College. 

IV. The Commissioner, Hindu Religious and Charitable Endow- 
'.ments (Administration) Department, Madras. 

V. The Superintendent, Department of Archaeology, Southern 
''XUircle, Fort St. George, Madras 9. 

VI. The Curator, Madras Record Office, Madras. 

Vn. 'Die Government Epigraphist for India, Ootacaxnund. 

VUI. The Superintendent, Government Museum, Madras. . 



2. Tlie ClonimittiSe will, for purpb^ of Trihrpllitig and Daily 
Allowances lie classified as a 1 Class Committee.. TSh^e non-official, 
members will be paid the allowances at the following rates;— 

Railwon^ fare .—The non-official member will be eligible to 
travel by the new I Class in trains and claim a single 
fare of the new 1 Class each way, plus fractional fare, 
at 12 pies per mile to cover incidental charges. 

Mileage .—Six Annas. ^ 

Daily Allowance for halts. —Rs. 10/-. 

They will be paid a daily allowance of Rs. 7-8-0 per day of attend¬ 
ance at meetings of the Committee held in their places of residence 
or within a radius of five miles from their residence. The Travel¬ 
ling Allowance Bills will be countersigned by the Director of Public 
Instruction. 

3. The Government sanction the payment to the Convenor of 
the Committee of an honorarium of Rs. 1,200/- (Rupees one thousand 
and two hundred only) per annum A sum of Rs. 1,000/- (Rupees 
one thousand only) will be placed at his disposal for meeting contin¬ 
gent expenditure. 

4. The expenditure will be debited to the head “47. Miscellaneous 
Depattments—^Preservation and Translation of ancient manu¬ 
scripts—Survey of Records.” 

5. An annual report on the working of the Committee should be 
submitted to Government by the Convener. 

6; This order issues with the concurrence of Finance Department 
vide their U.O. Note No. 90558 Allos/58-1, dated the 10th September 
1958. 

(By Order of the Governor), 
W. R. S. SATTHIANADHAN, 
Chief Secretary to Government., 

TRIPURA 
No. P. 26(10)-E/54. 

Educiltion Diepartment 
Dotted, Agartala, the 24fth Decem^kr 1958. 

NorrttCATiON 

Chi^ Commissioner has been ;^eased to jeonstitute a Regional- 
Records Survey Committee in the territory ■ of Tfipura with t3Be • 
following:— ,, 

Chairman 

1. I^i 6. N. Cl&atterjee, ^.Sc., ^rf.A., 1^.1*., Secretary, ikiuca-- 
' ‘ ■ • 'tiott.' 



Secretary 

2. Dr. H. L. Chatterjee, M.A-, B.L. (Daccd), D. Phil. (Cal.)}. 

Senior Lecturer (History Department), M.B.B. College, 
Agartala. 

Members 

3. Shri A. P. Dutta, M.A., Lecturer (History Department), 

M.B.B. College, Agartala. 

4. Shri Satya Ranjan Bose, B.A. 

5. Shri Janesh Kumar Bhattacharjee, M.Sc. 

6. Shri Charu Bhusan Deb Choudhury, M.A., B.L. 

7. Shri Dwijendra Chandra Dutta. 

. 8. Shri Lalit Mohon Dev Barma, M.A., B.L. 

9. Shri Ajit Bandhu Dev Barma, Librarian, Birchandra Public 
Library, Agartala. 

The main function of this Committee is to conduct a systematic 
survey in Tripura with a view to bringing to light documents and 
manuscripts of historical importance that may be in the possession 
of private persons and to take suitable steps for their rehabilitation, 
if necessary. It will also help in creating an archives consciousness 
among the general public particularly the owners of documents and 
persuade them to declare their documents and take suitable care for 
them. 

Sd./- G. N. Chatterjee, 

Secretary. 


ORISSA 

Education Department, No. 12131/E—^VIIE/B.15/59, dated Bhubnes- 
war, the 22nd June 1959. 

RESotemoN 

Subject; — Permanent Regional Survey Committee—Reconstitution 
of— 

On the expiry of the term of the office members, of the perma¬ 
nent Regional Survey Committee constituted in Resolution No. 474-E, 
dated the 25th January 1954 and extended in Notification No. 2880-E, 
dated thb 25th March 1957, arid Notification No. 1584fi-E, dated the 
14th December 1957, Government arC plea^rid to reconstitute the 
Committee for a period of 3 years with effect from the 1st April, 1959. 
The Committee will consist of the following members and office 
bearers;— 

Central Committee: 

President 


Dr. H. litiffiatab 
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Vice-President 

Director of Public Instruction. Orissa. 

Secretary 

Curator of Archives. 

Ex-Oficio Members 

1. Commissioner, Hindu Religious Endowment Board. 

2. Professor, Reader or Lecturer in charge of Persian Teach¬ 

ing in Ravenshaw College. 

3. Secretary, Board of Revenue. 

4. Registrar, Orissa High Court. 

5. Curator in charge of Palm-leaf Manuscripts. 

-6. Curator in charge of Epigraphy. 

7. Superintendent of Archaeology, Orissa. 

8. Professor or Reader of History of Ravenshaw College. 

District Committees: 

In each district there shall be a District Records Survey Com- 
.mittee consisting of the following members: — 

1. Principal of the Government Arts College, if there be one 
Ex-Officio President. 

2. An officer of the rank of Sub-Divisional Officer to be recom¬ 
mended by the District Magistrate, member {Ex-Officio 
President in the district without Arts College). 

3. Professor, Reader or Lecturer of History of the above 
College, Ex-Officio Secretary. 

4. District Inspector of Schools, Member (Ex-Offido Secretary 
in the district without Arts College). 

5. A Munsif to be recommended by District Judge— Member, 

The District Committee may in consultation with the Central 
^ Committee co-opt. 3 members whom they may consider helpful in 
locating records in private custody. 

Order: Ordered that the Resolution be published in the Orissa 
, Gazette and copies circulated to all concerned. 


By order of the Governor, 

G. C. Satpathy, 
Deputy Secretsury to Government. 
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MYSORE 

Order No. ED 7 URM 57 

Dated, Bangalore, the 3rd July 1959/Ashada 12 Saka Era 1881. 

Government after considering all the aspects are pleased to recon¬ 
stitute the Regional Committee for Survey of Historical Records 
at the State level with the following members:— 

Chairman 

(i) Minister for Education. 

Vice-Chairman 

(ii) Director of Public Instruction. 

Members 

(iii) Dr. K. A. Neelakanta Sastri, Professor of Indology, 

Maharaja’s College, Mysore. 

(iv) Shri S. Srikanth Sastri, Mysore University. 

(v) Shri.B. A. Saletore, Karnatak University. 

(vi) Shri H. Daveerappa, Director, Oriental Research Insti¬ 

tute, Mysore. 

(vii) President, Kannada Sahitya Parishat, Bangalore. 

(viii) President, Mythic Society, Bangalore. 

(ix) President, Karnataka Historical Research Society, 

Dharwar. 

(x) Dr. P. G. Halkatti, Bijapur. 

(xi) Shri Govind Pai, Manjeswar. 

Secretary 

(xii) Director of Archaeology. 

This committee is also entrusted with the scheme: (i) collection 
of ancient manuscripts and their preservation as illustrated in the 
Government of India, Ministry of Education & Scientific Research 
letter No. F. 34-17/56 (A-l)C-4, dated the 24th June, 1957 (copies of 
which are annexed to this order) and (ii) compilation of National 
Register as per Government of Ind'a, Mini.stry of Education letter 
No. P. 8-7/58-A.lO, dated the 27th January, 1959 and its enclosure 
(copies of which are also annexed to this order) for which the 
Government of India have agreed to meet the expenditure from the 
Central Revenue subject to the maximum of Rs. 3,000/- per annum 
for engaging whole time staff, etc. 

The Director of Archaeology should please send the necessary 
proposals for the minimum additional staff required in his office for 
th’s additional work,, immediately. 





The above Committee is classified as ‘A' referred to in Finance 
Department Notification No. COD. 1168-57, dated the 23rd August, 
1957 for the purpose of T.A. and D.A. to the Members. The exact 
source from which the expenditure on this account should be met 
will be pointed out later on. 

By Order and in the name of 
the Governor of Mysore, 
Sd./- Ahmed Abdul Aziz, 
Under Secretary to Government, 
Education Department 


MANIPUR 

Secretariat, Education Branch 
Dated, Imphal, the 30th July, 1959. 

Notification 
No. C.HDE/IOI/ 54 .V 0 I.II 

The Chief Commissioner, Manipur, has been pleased to approve 
of the setting up of a Regional Records Survey Committee for Mani¬ 
pur consisting of the following: — 

Chairman 

1. Shri S. D. Bahuguna, Secretary (Education), Manipur. 

Secretary and Convener 

2. Shri M. Gojendra Singh, Assistant Secretary (L). 

Members 

3. Shri A- Minaketan Singh. Lecturer in Manipuri, D.M 

College, Imphal. 

4. Shri Jyotirmoy Roy, Lecturer in History, D.M. College. 

5. Shri L. Manihar Singh, Principal Officer. 

6. Shri H. Hongray, Deputy Inspector of Schools (Tribal), 

Manipur Administration. 

7. Seniormost Pandit, Palace. 

8. Shri R. K. Snahal Singh, Taxation Officer. 

9. Shri Pand’traj Atembapu Sharma, Vidyaratna. 

ITie Committee may co-opt. others not exceedihg S. 

By order, etc.. 

Sd./- H. M. iihiAMsIiA, 

' Assistant Secretary (Educatichi), 

il'ani’^r Adtoinistration. 
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ANDHRA PRADESH 
A()str«ct 

Indian Historical Records Commission.—^Regional Committee for 
Survey of Historical Records—Reconstitution—Ordered. 

Education Department 
G.O. Ms. No. 3982 

Dated the 14ih Deceiaher, 1959. 

Read the following : 

1. Notification No. 356/1/85/1950/MD, dated the 28th February, 

1955 of the Hyderabad Government. 

2. From the Director of Public Instruction Letters: 

No. 334/E3/56, dated the 8th January, 1957. 

No. 334/E3/56, dated the 10th March, 1957. 

No. 1379/J3/57, dated the 3id February, 1959. 

Order: 

The erstwhile Government of Hyderabad State constituted the 
Regional Historical Records Survey Committee in pursuance of the 
Government of India’s lettei' No. F. 92-21/55-A.2, dated the 19th 
August, 1955 and it was veconsiituted for a period of two years in 
the Notification cited above. In view of the reorganisation of the 
State, the Government have decided to have one Committee for the 
various regions of the enlarged State. The Committee among other 
things will undertake— 

(1) to take a comprehensiv'^e census of available Records and 
Historical materials in the State and make the official 
records of the State accessible to students of History. 

(2) to take steps for the acquisition of records in private 
custody, and for the preservation, classification and study 
of important historical documents and for bringing them 
to the notice of scholars, 

(3) to publish Hand Books and Calendars of records for facili¬ 
tating research. 

(4) to take steps to ensui'e that historical records in the custody 
of Government departments are properly preserved and 
catalogued, and 

(6) to procure copies of such records as may ex'st outside the 
State as may have bearing on the History of Deccan. 

2. The Regional Historical Records Survey Committee will have 
'<me Central Committee and six Regional Committees. 
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3. Central Committee: 

President 

(1) Secretary, Education Department. 

Ex-Officio Member—Secretary 

(2) Director, Central Record Office. 

Members 

(3) Shri R. Subba Rao, M.A., M.E.S. (Retd.), General Secretary 

of the Andhra Historical Research Society, Rajahmundry. 

(4) Shri M. Somasekhara Sarma. 

(5) Dr. O. Ramachandraiah, M.A., Ph.D., Head of the History 

Department, Andhra University, Waltair. 

Regional Committees: 

L Kalinga Area Committee (for Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam 
Districts) — 

Chairman 

(1) Collector, Visakhapatnam. 

Member 

(2) Shri Mallampalli Somasekhara Sarma, Waltair. 

II. Chalukya Area Committee (for East Godavari, West Godavari 
and Krishna Districts) — 

Chairman 

(1) Collector, East Godavari District. 

Members 

(2) Shri Rallabandi Subba Rao. 

(3) Shri Y. Vittal Rao, M.A., B.Ed., Head of the History 

Department, Bhimavaram College. 

III. Ikshavaku. Pallava and Chola Area Committee (for Guntur 
and Nellore Districts)— 

Chairman 

(1) Collector, Guntur District. 

Members 

(2) Shri Pragada Seshadri Sharma. 

(3) Dr. R. Subrahmanyam. M.A., Pb,D., Superintendent of 

Archaeology, Nagaijunakonda. 
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IV. VijayaTiagar Area Committee (for Anantapur, Kumool, Cud' 
dapah and Chittoor Districts)— 

Chairman 

(1) Collector, Anantapur District. 

Member 

(2) Dr. M. Rama Rao. 

V. Kakatiyas Committee {Telangana ): 

Chairman 

(1) Dr. P. Srecnivasachar, Director of Archaeology. 

Members 

(2) Kumari Sarojini Ragin', M.A., Lecturer in HistOTy,' 

Women’s College, Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

(3) Kumari Madabhushi Savitri, M.A., Lecturer, Nizanr' 

College, Hyderabad. 

(4) Shri Dupati Venkata Ramachari. 

(5) Shri G. Amrutha Reddy. 

(6-) Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao. 

(7) Shri V. K. Bawa. 

VI. Bahmani, Kutab Shahi and Asaj Jahi Committee (Telangana) 'i 

Chairman 

(1) Prof. Siddiqui, M.A., Osmania University. 

Members 

(2) Dr. Haroon Khan Sherwani, Hyderabad. 

(3) Shri K. A. Sajanlal, Secunderabad. 

(4) Prof. Md. Abdul Quadir Sanvari. 

(5) Shri V. K. Bawa, I.A.S., Director, Central Record Office. 

4. The scholars from each district for the four Regional Committees 
of Andhra area will be nominated later. 

5. The term of office of these members will be for three years 
from the date of constitution of the Committee and they will be 
eligible for re-election. 

6. The Central Committee will be classed as a First Class Com-' 
mittee and the Regional Committees as Second Class Committees for' 
the purpose of regulating the T.A. of non-<^cial members, "nie T./^. 
Bills will be countersigned by the Director, Central Record Office.- 



7. A sum of Rs. IJW30/- (Rupees one tfxo^^ud only) will be placed 
:at the disposal of the Ex-Officio Secretary of tbp Con^rnRte? for meet¬ 
ing contingent expenditure. A sum of Rs. 3,000/- per annum has also 
been sanctioned for the Committee to meet the T.A. expenses of the 
members of the Committee. 

8. The expenditure should be debited to the head “47. Miscel¬ 
laneous Departments—G. Preservation and Translation of Ancient 
Manuscripts—(a) Survey of Records.” 

9. An annual report on the working of the Committee should be 
.submitted to Government by the Secretary. 

SYED ASGHAR HUSAIN, 
Secretary to Government 



APPENDIX—C 


annual reports of the regional records survey 

COMMITTEES OF BIHAR, MADRAS, JAMMU & KASHMIR, 
KERALA, U.P., ASSAM AND THE STATE BOARD 
FOR HISTORICAL RECORDS AND ANCIENT 
MONUMENTS, BOMBAY, FOR THE YEAR 
1958-59. 

The annual reports for 1958-59 received from some of the Regional 
Records Survey Committees functioning in the various States are 
summarised below:— 

Bihar .—The Committee for Bihar recorded its activities in a pam¬ 
phlet published by it. The pamphlet gives detailed information 
about the survey work carried out by it during the year. Dr. K. K. 
Datta has discovered from among the records of the Government of 
Bihar many ordinal letters which give information about the tours 
and activities of Mahatma Gandhi in Bihar during the years begin¬ 
ning from 1917 to 1947. At Bettiah Dr. Datta discovered some very 
important records from the house of late Shri Pir Mohammad Manis, 
a 2ealous patriot, which included among other things a manuscript 
copy of “History of Champaran” in Hindi written by Manis himself. 
Prof. S. H. Askari and Shri Qeyamuddin Ahmad toured the districts 
of Bhagalpur and Monghyr and discovered a large number of inscrip¬ 
tions many of which were hitherto unnoticed. A brief descriptive 
account of these is given in the pamphlet. At Bhagalpur Prof. 
Askari and Shri Qeyamuddin contacted two local gentlemen. Shah 
Shaiq Saheb and Shah Fakhre Alam Saheb who possessed a large 
collection of private papers and manuscripts. These papers related to 
the flourishing residential Madrassa founded by Mulla Shahbaz in the 
17th century, Shri Qeyamuddin Ahmad made preliminary survey 
of the records preserved in the Raj Archives of Darbhanga. The 
repository possess a continuous series of official records orimarily 
relating to the illustrious family whose beginnings can be traced back 
to the early Mughal period. Shri Ahmad also inspected the Persian 
Manuscripts Section of the Raj Library and found besides the well- 
known standard Persian histories some manuscripts of interest and 
importance- Among them was Makhzan-i-Afghani, written by 
Neamutullah during the reign of Jahangir at the instance of Khan-i- 
Jahan Lodi; History of Sindh by Mohummar Masum; and copies of 
letter of Saif Khan, Governor of Bihar during the reign of Shah 
Jahan. Shri Jata Shankar Jha also studied the educational records 
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of the Darbhanga Raj of the years 1882 to 1889. The Rajdaftar had 
a series of farmans and sanads of the early Mughal Emperors and 
Governors of Bihar making grants of different kinds to the ancestors 
of the present Raj family. The earliest extant farman was that of 
Akbar dated 983 A.H. (1576 A.D.) given to Gopal Thakur, son of 
Mahesh Thakur, founder of the family. There were also similar 
sanads and letters from Emperor Aurangzeb. Prof. Askari and Shri 
Ahmad also visited Bihar Sharif and adjoining villages and inspect¬ 
ed libraries at Desna and Asthwan. The Desna Library has a large 
collection of books on Literature. History, Logic etc. and is noted 
for possessing the backnumbers of important standard Urdu journals. 
Asthwan Library contains a large number of printed works and 
manuscripts besides backnumbers of general Urdu Research Jour¬ 
nals and old newspapers. Shri Ahmad surveyed Gaya, Aurangabad 
and few other neighbouring places. At Gaya he examined the Per¬ 
sian manuscripts in the local Manu Lai Library, which has rich 
collection of rare and out of. print books and journals. Finally the 
Record Rooms of the Collectorates of Purnea and Saran were sur¬ 
veyed. A descriptive account of the records found in these collec¬ 
torates is given in the pamphlet- Shri Ambasthya^om the K- P. 
Jayswal Research Institute unearthed important ftrsian records 
from Baikanthpur; all having being drawn up in favour of Saivite 
temple there. A detailed list of these have been given in the pam¬ 
phlet. 

Madras .—During the period under review the Regional Committee 
for Survey of Historical Records in Madras was reconstituted only 
on 23rd January 1959. During this short period the Committee got 
approval of the State Government for establishing the district Survey 
Committees. Steps have been taken to constitute a Committee in 
the district of Tanjore as an experimental measure. The Convener 
contacted some Christian missionaries with a view to collect material 
on Church History. Some palm-leaf manuscripts in the Rock-cut 
Siva Temple in Tirumayam, Trichy District, have beai brought to 
the notice of tbs Committee and further steps are being taken to 
examine them. A proposal has also been made to survey the manu¬ 
script records of historical importance which are in the possession 
of some of the Libraries in the State. ' 

Jammu & Kashmir —Through strenuous efforts of the Committee 
various ancient manuscripts and documents of historical nature and 
calligraphy have been located during the year under report. The 
collection is in Shardha, Persian and Urdu script. These include 
some rare manuscripts on History, Religion, Philosophy, Grammar, 
Geography, Logic and Astrology. Three voluhoes of eligies in Kash¬ 
miri, in manuscript form, are rare and noteworthy. Due to lack of 
funds bo purchase was made but information about the manuscripts 
etc. was published regularly in the Bulletin and Activities Reports 
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of the State Record Office. Technical advice for the proper pneser* 
vation of the manuscripts was rendered to the owners. 

During the period under review the State Committee met four 
times and discussed the various problems of record survey with a 
view to accelerate the activities of the Committee. 

Kerala .—The work of collecting material for the compilation of 
the Regional History of Freedom Movement was continued during 
the year under review. Research assistants working on the project¬ 
ed history had examined the files available at the Record Offices 
in the State and collected many important documents. The materials 
collected were translated wherever necessary, arranged and edited 
with suitable introductions and incorporated in the volumes. During 
the period under review, the Committee had finished the drafting of 
the second volume of the proposed History of Freedom Movement 
in Kerala. The regional version (in Malayalum) of the first volume 
was also completed. 

Uttar Pradesh .—The Regional Records Survey Committee for the 
•State was reconstituted in June 1958. The Committee decided to 
survey Allahabad District first for unearthing records and manu¬ 
scripts in private custody. Accordingly a unit of four officials rmder 
Assistant Keeper of Records contacted several local owners of records 
in Siradhu Tehsil and salvaged important materials. 40 manuscripts 
and 738 documents discovered by that unit were purchased by the 
Committee from the old Muslim family of Kora. Shri Mohammad 
Rafi, an ex-zamindar, besides giving his collection at a nominal price, 
donated 21 important documents to the Central Record Office. In 
Siradhu Tehsil, 16 manuscripts, 17 documents and 30 paintings were 
located and listed by the unit but the owners were unwilling to sell 
or donate them. On the recommendation of the State Committee, 
a high-powered Sub-Committee was appointed by the State Govern¬ 
ment to examine the manuscript collections at Mathura and Varanasi 
and on the recommendation of the Sub-Committee documents and 
manuscripts worth Rs. 31,796 were purchased, total purchases during 
the year made were: Documents 973, Paper Manuscripts 7,474, Palm- 
leaf Manuscripts 43, and Lithographed rare books 2. The paper 
manuscripts were in Sanskrit, Persian, Rajasthani, Hindi, Marathi, 
and Bengali; the palm-leaf manuscripts were in Newari, Kannada, 
Maithili, and Oriya characters. These manuscripts deal with Vedic 
literature. Grammar, Prosody. Lexicography, Philosophy, Religion. 
History, Poetry, Fine Arts. Medicine. Astronomy, Astrology and 
Magic. To avoid duplication of work, the State Government abolish¬ 
ed the Manuscript Section and transferred its work along with its 
collections of 121 manuscripts, 175 documents, 8 printed books and 
1 photostat copy worth Rs. 2,564-94 to the Central Record Office, 
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Allahabad. The district judge of Saharanpur donated 49 unique 
documents to the Central Record Office. The documents are being 
arranged and docketed. Lists exist for all the materials collected 
and they are entered in the relevant accession registers. The manu¬ 
scripts are being repaired and kept scientifically. The material is 
open for historical researches. 

Assam .—Shri B. Sharma, a member of the State Committee, 
examined the records preserved at the Record Room of Dhubri, the 
district headquarters of Goalpara and those at the Court of Wards,. 
Abhayapuri and located some important documents. Most of these 
documents relate to the settlement of the estates of Goalpara. There 
are also important letters, reports and correspondence not only on 
the different estates of Goalpara but also on the Garamahal, the 
Eastern Duars and the Bhutan, Rangamati, Cooch Bihar, Rangpur,, 
and Dinajpur; and the letters and reports exchanged between the 
Collectors, the Commissioners and the Political Agent to the 
Governor General. They give among other things an insight into 
the beginning.of what may be called the Anglo-Assamese relations. 
The records kept at Dhubri which date back to 1793 A.D. are not 
properly preserved and the Committee have listed some of the records 
which, it felt, should be preserved at the Secretariat Record Room 
at Shillong. 

The Committee similarly listed a few documents in the custody 
of the Court of Wards at Bijni, which should be transferred to 
Shillong for better preservation. 

Bombay .—The State Board for Historical Records and Ancient 
Monuments received as a gift from Shrl C. G. Dalai; six undated 
documents on miscellaneous topics but copied during 18th and 19th 
centuries; manuscript entitled “Arjun Namavali” copied in V.S. Ij757 
(1720 A.D.); and a lithographed book “84 (Chauranyashi Vaishnavas: 
Vrat)” printed in Mathura in 1818. Shri D. G. Kala, co-opted mem¬ 
ber of the Board, presented an old Sanskrit Pothi entitled “Subhashit 
Muktavali” of 1638 A.D. A collection of 28 letters to and from pro¬ 
minent persons in the country was received as a gift from Shri 
N. A. Gadre of Talegaon Dabhade, District Poona. A photostat copy 
of the Shaligram manuscript of the Dhyaneshwari dated Shaka 1337 
was prepared by the State Board in the year 1958-59. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION APPOINT¬ 
ING A COMMITTEE TO ADVISE ON THE ARCHIVAL 
LEGISLATION IN INDIA.. 

No. F. 6-13/59-AlO 
Government of India 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

New Delhi-2, the 19th August, 1959/28th Sravan, 1881 (Saka) 

No. F. 6-13/59-AlO.—In pursuance of the recommendations of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission the Government of India, 
Ministry of Education, have decided to set up a Committee to advise 
on the proposed Archival Legislation consisting of the following: — 

Chairman 

1. Dr. Tara Chand. Member. Rajya Sabha. 

Members 

2. Dr. Raghubir Sinh. Member, Rajya Sabha. 

3. Dr. Bisheswar Prasad, Professor of History, Delhi Univer¬ 

sity. 

4. Shri Mohibbul Hasan Khan, Reader, Aligarh University. 

5. Dr. P. M. Joshi, Director of Archives, Government of 

Bombay. 

6. A representative of the Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri 

Fateh Singh, Joint Secretary). 

7. A representative of the Ministry of Law. 

8. A representative of the Ministry of Education. 

*9. Dr. S. Gopal, Director, Historical Division, Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

Member-Secretary 

10. Director, National Archives of India. 

■2. The Committee will examine— 

(a) the condition of public records, and the rules and instruc¬ 
tions relating to the preservation, administration, and 
maintenance thereof, and public access thereto; 

Notification from the Ministry of Education No. F. fi-ia/fg-A. to dated the 
30th September I959- 
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(b) Dr, Raghubir Sinh’s “The Historical Records (of National 

Importance) Bill. 1957” and the opinions received there¬ 
on; 

(c) the Destruction of Records Act, 1917 and the Antiquities 

Export Control Act. 1947 and other Acts bearing on 
archival problems; 

and submit its recommendations on the following;— 

(i) how far in the interest of the proper preservation and 

administration of public records, it is desirable for the 
Government of India to exercise supervision over the 
State records or any part thereof, including the records 
of the former Princely States which are with various 
State Governments as a result of merger; 

(ii) in order to exercise such supervision to consider what steps 

should be taken to declare the State records or parts 
thereof to be of national importance: 

(iii) whether the executive authority in respect of the records 

which may be declared to be of national importance- 
should be exetcised directly by the Government of India' 
or left with the State Governments: 

(iv) the feasibility of transferring “ancient and historical 

records other than those declared by Parliament to be 
of national importance” from the State List to the Con¬ 
current List of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution 
of India: 

(v) whether it is desirable to have a statutory enactment for 

the management and disposal of the records of the 
Central Govermnent and such other public bodies which 
have an All-India character; 

(vi) to consider the desirability of a Plan for establishing zonal 

repositories for such records as may be declared of 
national importance and/or the records of the Govern¬ 
ment of India agencies in each zone; / 

(vii) what further measure, if any, can be taken for effectively 

preventing the destruction or disposal of manuscripts and 
records in private custody which are considered to be 
of national importance. 

3. The Committee should report its findings to the Government 
of India, Ministry of Education, within a period of six months from 
the date of its first meeting. 
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4. Ordered that a copy of the Resolution be communicated to all 
the State Governments; all Administrations of Union Territories; all 
the Ministries of the Government of India; Department of Parlia¬ 
mentary AfEairs; Planning Commission; Supreme Court; all Univer¬ 
sities in India and the Director of Archives to the Government of 
India. 


Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Gazette of 
India for general information. 


Sd./- P, N. KIRPAL, 

Joint Secretary to the 
Government of India. 



APPENDIX—E (I) 

INSPECTION REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVES, 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, ON THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

RECORDS 

Mysore 

I visited the Mysore State Record Office at Bangalore on the 
29th July 195? in connection with the inspection of the records of 
the late Mysore Residency relating to the administration of the 
former Civil and Military Station in Bangalore. The records have 
been carefully preserved and relate to the period 1881-1947. The 
details of records are as under : — 

(i) A Proceedings .. 322 bundles 

fii) B Proceedings ... 68 ” 

(iii) Miscellaneous ... 10 ” 

Total ... 400 

The State Government has compiled a list of these records which 
was examined by me. The records relate mainly to local problems, 
such as, opening of schools, hospitals etc., and are not at all useful 
to the Central Government. It would, therefore, be unnecessary to 
get these records for the National Archives of India. The relevant 
file in this connection was not available with the State Government, 
but I explained at length the correct position to Shri T. R. Satish- 
chandran, I.A.S., Deputy Secretary, General Administration Depart¬ 
ment of the State Government. In the course of discussion with 
him, it transpired that the former Chief Minister of Mysore had 
recorded his views on the files as follows : — 

“The records belong to the nation, and we should not take a stand 
on legal formaliti^.” 

If this is correct, our claim to the ownership of these records is 
likely to be accepted by the State Government. A letter on the 
subject will be shortly issued by the State Government, the receipt of 
which may be awaited. 

Bombay 

The Central records in the custody of the Bombay State Govern¬ 
ment were examined by me on the 31st July 1959, in the presence 
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of Dr. P. M. Joshi, Director of Archives and Historical Monuments, 
Bombay. The records are housed in the back portion of the building 
of Elphinstone College. Among these records, I checked up a list 
of 142 volumes relating to Indian States and British India, for the 
period 1820—57. These records are all bound and are in a good state 
of preservation. I was told by Dr. P. M. Joshi that a large collection 
of records belonging to the former Gujarat Agency was acquired 
by the State Government in 1949. These records are of a mixed 
nature and are contained in 1095 volumes and 10.166 files The 
ownership of these records is undisputed and they all belong to the 
Central Government. When the new stack area is built up in the 
National Archives of India, it may be desirable to bring these records 
to New Delhi for proper housing and preservation. 

It may be stated in this connection that a Canteen has been 
recently opened adjacent to the room where our records are housed 
by the State Government. The smoke from the chimney has a lot 
of nuisance value and unless urgent steps are taken by the State 
Government to have another building, it will not be possible to keep 
these records in a safe condition. 

I was keen to inspect the Central records housed in the Alienation 
Office. Poona, but could not go there as 1st August was a local 
holiday. I shall, however try to go there as soon as possible. 



APPENDIX E (II) 


INSPECTION REPORTS OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF 
ARCHIVES ON THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS 

^ Assam 

The object of my visit to the Assam Secretariat Record Office 
at Shillong was to inspect the records of the Central Government 
in the custody of the State Government. Since they are kept in the 
record building along with the State records, though on separate 
shelves, they are given the same care andi attention as the State 
records and their condition can be no better or no worse than the 
latter. Under these circvunstances the pattern of preservation and 
maintenance of the records in the Secretariat records room becomes 
relevant. Any observation on these matters need not, therefore, 
be considered uncalled for, especially as I was told that my views 
would be welcome. 

The Secretariat record'room was established in the year 1874. 
It houses the records of the Secretariat departments and is under 
the administrative control of the Secretariat Administration Depart¬ 
ment. The Officer-in-Charge is designated Keeper of Records. The 
present Keeper is Shri Prabhat Chandra Sarma, M.A., who had his 
training in Archives-Keeping at the Najtional Archives of India. 

The record building is a separate structure close to the Secretariat 
building. It is surrounded by other buildings of the State Govern¬ 
ment. On one side of it is a group of lavatories. The building is 
made of concrete and is of three storeys, each about 7 ft. in height. 
The shelves are fixed on steel uprights. The shelves are also of steel— 
not solid sheets but consisting of three sheets, each about 2 inches 
in width. This ensures vertical ventilation though at some sacrifice, 
of durability. The entire North and South ends oif the building are 
provided with glass windows which allow sufficient light to -come 
in and when opened help cross ventilation. Shelves are erected far 
enough from the windows to be out of range of direct sunlight. Space 
between shelves and the windows are used as working room for 
staff for which there is no separate arrangement. The building is 
provided with fire extinguishers. There is one nightwgtchman tO' 
look after a group of office buildings including the record room. 

The record building has two wings fitted with shelves, but they 
are being occupied by other Departmenis. The office looms are at 
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some distance from the record room. This causes inconvenience to 
the staff and affects supervision of work in the record room. 

The total holcings of the record room cover about 5,000 cubic feet 
of space. While the bundles are kept horizontally, the bound volumes 
are kept in vertical position. The bundles are about 10 inches in 
thickness. The main series start from 1826. 

The records are fairly well preserved. Excepting that some bound 
volumes are affected by borers, the records are free from infestation. 
This may be due to the temperate climate of Shillong which, being 
at an altitude of 5,000 feet, does not provide an ideal breeding place 
for insect pests. 

The records are dusted manually once in a month. Records are 
not subjected to fumigation. Fumigation Chambers have been 
constructed but they are not put to use for lack of accommodation. 
The only preventive against possible insect infestation is naphthalene 
bricks. When the record room was visited last there was no arrange¬ 
ment for repairing records. Now there is a staff of four Menders 
and one Binder who carry on manual repairs with hand-made paper 
and chiffon. 

Requisitions, mainly for administrative use, number about 20 per 
day on the average. Considering that files are sent for storage in 
the records room soon after they are closed, this number could have 
been higher and seems to indicate that adequate use is not made 
of past experience as recorded in closed files. Records are used for 
research purposes also. I was told that last year three scholars 
came for research work. More use might have been made of them 
for research if there were a room where research students could 
work and the place were not at a distance of 64 miles from the seat 
of higher studies at Gauhati. 

The record room has fairly impressive staff of one Keeper of 
Records, two U.D. Assistants—one for supervision and the other for 
weeding—eight Reference Assistant, one Typist, seven Record 
Suppliers, three Record Sorters, two Daftaries, four Record Menders 
one Binder, one Dusting Bearer and five Chaprasis. They all belong to 
the Secretariat Administration Department and as such are liable to 
transfer from one department to another, with the result that their 
experience is lost to the record room. Such transfers from one depart¬ 
ment to another, though resulting in some dislocation, do not create 
serious difficulty as the nature of work in the various Secretariat 
Departments does not differ much. But record room work is of a 
specialised nature and one has to be trained for that. A new comer 
takes a long time to learn this work and an experienced man cannot 
easily be replaced. Their services can be secured to the record 
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room if the staff attached to it is kept separate; in other words if 
the record room is treated as a separate office, though under the 
administrative control 6f a Secretariat Department. 

This would cause some difficulty in as much the staff so segregated 
will be aggrieved at being denied the opportunities for promotion 
in the Secretariat cadre. This is a real problem for a small record 
office which cannot provide for higher posts of different categories 
to fulfil their legitimate expectations. Two remedies come to mind. 
One, providing a special allowance for persons who opt for the record 
office and forego their chances of promotion; the other, continuing to 
treat them as belonging to Secretariat cadre but deciding not to 
transfer them to other offices except on promotion. 

■Once the record room staff is kept separate, arrangement should 
be made for giving them proper training in their work. 

The Central Government records in Shillong consist of the 
following : — 

(1) Manipur Agency records from 1874 onwards including 

about 400 volumes of mixed records of the earlier years. 

(2) Khasi State records. 

(3) Records relating to Tribal areas. I 

f4) Records relating to Assam Rifles. V 1874 

(5) Miscellaneous (including records relating to onwards. 

Honours and Titles. Warrants of Precedence, 

Darbars etc.) 

"When these records were inspected last in November 1949 by 
the then Director of Archives they were all housed in the Assam 
record room. Since then the records falling under heads (1) and 

(4) above have been handed over to the NEFA Administration and 
the Pleadquarters of the Assam Rifles respectively. The rest are still 
in the Secretariat record room. Records relating to Tribal areas 
consist of 491 bundles divided into categories A, B & C according 
to their importance. Of these only the ‘A’ records ^u•e printed. 
Printed Indexes of these records from 1890 up to date are available. 
The Miscellaneous records consist of 145 bundles dating from 1870 
to 1949. 

These records are fairly well preserved. 

Item No. 1 includes not only the records of Manipur Agency but 
also those of Coochbehar and Tripura. These have ^en taken over 
by the NEFA. The files which are regarded as confidential have 
been keot in two steel almirahs in one room. The number of such 
files is 319 and they pertain to the period 1933 tol952. 
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The non-confidential records are kept separately in wooden 
almirahs in the custody of a record keeper. A list exists of the total 
number of such files. All the records have got indexes and registers. 

The confidential records are well preserved. Special security 
measures for these as well as the non-confidential records exist. 
Apart from the Agency records NEFA Secretariat has in its custody 
some confidential files relating to Assam Rifles. The remainder are 
with the headquarters of the Assam Rifles. These I had no 
opportunity of inspecting within the limited time at my disposal. 

Recommendations : 

(1) The public lavatories should be removed immediately fiom the 
vicinity of the archives building. 

(2) The two wings of the building should be handed ovei' for- 
increasing storage space and providing work room for the binding 
and mending staff. 

(3) An administrative block should be built by the side of the 
present building to accommodate records office staff 

(4) Record Office should be treated as a separate office and its 
staff should not ordinarily be transferred to other departments. 

• (5) Arrangement should be made for the training of workers. 

(6) A research room should be provided in the administrative 
block. 

(7) Fumigation equipment should be installed and put to use. 

(8) The Weeding work should be the responsibility of the agencies 
of origin. Current records should not be sent to the record office. 

(9) Preferably only records which are of continued importance 
should be transferred to the record office. 

(10) Records before being transferred should be properly indexed 
and classified. 

While at Shillong I also broached the question of the State's 
co-operation with the Government of India’s scheme of compiling 
a National Register of Records in private custody. I was asked to- 
contact Dr P. C. Chaudhury, Deputy Director, Historical and* 
Antiquarian Studies, Assam, who was the Secretary of the Assam 
Regional Records Survey Committee. I met Dr. Chaudhury at 
Gauhati on the evening of the 6th and had a disgussion with him. 
I came to learn that very little work had been done by the Committee,, 
since it was reconstituted in January 1956. Dr. Ghaudhury’s hands 
are too full and the other members did not find time to devote to» 
the work. The success of the work will depend upon the co-operatiom 
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of workers who find pleasure and interest in the w<|rk. Such persons 
are rare. They are likely to be found among the record office staff 
whose duty is to preserve records, and the teachers who are doing 
research on the modem period of Indian History. But such persons, 
however interested they are, can at best give only their leisure, and 
their labour, valuable though it be, can touch only the fringe of the 
problem. While their services can therefore be utilised for rendering 
advice and scrutinizing records when they are brought to light, the 
organisation of a Statewise drive for unearthing records can only 
be made by a whole time staff. While therefore the Regional Records 
Survey Committee should be reconstituted, preferably with the 
Keeper of Records as Secretary, one or more whole time men can 
be employed by the State Government to organise and sustain the 
•drive. The Government of India have already shown the importance 
they attach to the work by offering a token grant of Rs. 3,000 anjiually 
towards it. But this grant will obviously be insufficient for meeting 
the salary of the staff and their travelling allowances. If only the 
State Governments are conscious of the usefulness of this work and 
are prepared to supplement the Government of India’s grant, can 
any progress be achieved. 


Tripura 

I reached Agartala, the capital of Tripura State, on the 7th 
March 1959, at 1 P.M. In the afternoon, I visited the local College 
where are stored the documents and manu-scripts collected by the 
author of “Rajmala” for the purpose of writing out his work. 
These arc kept in show cases and consist of manuscripts in Sanskrit 
and transcripts of records. The entire collection is now beinff 
listed with a brief description of each item. The work is in an 
advanced stage and is likely to be completed within a short time. 
The manuscripts are fairly well preserved and proper care is being 
taken of them. I suggested that when the list was completed it 
might be sent to the Ministry of Education for scrutiny. In my 
view some of the items may be found useful and worth preserva¬ 
tion. 

The next day was Sunday but the Tripura Administration had 
kindly arranged for the offices to be kept open to enable me to 
inspect the records. Hardly any records of the pre-Independence 
period survive. I was told that the devastating flood that occurred 
a few years ago was to a large extent responsible for the loss of 
practically all the records. The official papers in the Secretariat 
are therefore of recent origin. The Tripura Government has no 
separate record room. The old files of the various branches are 
^stacked either on the shelves in the Branch rooms or just kept in 
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heaps on tables. They are not arranged properly, and though in 
some of the branches lists of the recorded files were available, in 
most of them tracing of particular files that might be wanted was 
not an easy affair. I was told that the staff must rummage through 
the heaps of files in order to light upon those wanted. In some 
rooms the shelves are very high and the records kept on them were 
.seldom dusted and remained uncared for. 

Apart from the Secretariat records. I also saw the Judicial 
records which consisted of case files from the various sub-divisions 
of the State. They are kept in a separate shed with tin roof by 
the side of a dusty street. The room is fitted with shelves and the 
files are arranged sub-divisionwise chronologically. The records 
are not in very good condition and require better housing and care. 

In the evening I saw the Chief Secretary. He was well aware 
of the state of things and the condition of the records. He told me 
that a record room was being constructed and that as soon as the 
building was complete, all the closed files of the various branches 
of the Secretariat would be concentrated there and placed in the 
charge of suitable persons. When I pointed out that such persons 
should be trained for the work, he suggested that someone from 
the National Archives might be deputed to look after the organisa¬ 
tion of the record room and train the record office staff. It was 
pointed out by me that there were already some persons there who 
had been trained in the National Archives and that if more were 
required, it would be more profitable to depute selected persons to 
the National Archives for training in Archives administration. He 
agreed to this suggestion and I have every reason to hope that once 
the record room is ready, the records wil! be better preserved, and 
properly arranged, and further loss of or damage to records will 
be halted. 

On 8th morning 1 saw the Education Secretary and discussed 
the question of the National Register of Records. The Tripiira 
Government has recently constituted a Regional Records Survey 
Committee with the Education Secretary as the President. It wa.« 
too early to assess the results of the Committee’s work. The Com¬ 
mittee has, as a matter of fact, hardly started the work. The 
Tripura Raj family has a long tradition of culture and patronage 
■of arts and letters. It is quite reasonable to suppose that interest¬ 
ing discoveries will be made among the palace papers and the 
papers of the families related to the former rulers. Information 
bearing on the administration of the State may also be found 
•among them, as it is known that the rulers sometimes correspond- 
«d directly with the British authorities. Similarly personal papens 
of the former Dewans of the State on whom devolved the burden 
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of administration are worth looking into, as they are likely to in¬ 
clude matters which were not committed to official papers. The 
value of these papers has increased since the official papers of the 
former administration are all lost. It has been found that mem¬ 
bers of Regional Records Survey Committee being engaged in 
other work do not find the requisite time or leisure to devote to 
this work. Their role can at best be advisory. They can, when 
some papers are brought to light, scrutinise them and assess their 
historical value. The Government of India has pointed out to the' 
various State Governments the desirability of employing whole¬ 
time workers to attend to this ^vork and promised to make 
Rs. 3,000/- per year available to each of them towards this. 
Tripura State being a centrally administered area will require 
central assistance for any scheme that may be drawn up for imple¬ 
menting the Government of India’s scheme. The need for a whole- 
time officer is all the greater here in as much as there is no record 
office staff to which the Regional Record Survey Committee . can 
look for assistance. It is quite possible that in Tripura State itself 
the field of enquiry will be limited to Agartala only and the work 
of the Regional Record Survey Committee will not be as onerous 
as in other States where there is a wide area to be brought under 
survey. But much correspondence will have to be carried on for 
tracing the papers of the former Dewans of the State. 

Recommendations: 

(1) Non-current records of all departments should be concen¬ 
trated in a suitable place, preferably a separate building, and placed 
under trained staff. 

(2) A whole-time staff should be employed to plan and carrv 
put a drive for unearthing records and manuscripts. 


Manipur 

I arrived at Imphal at midday on the 16th of March, 1959, stayed 
there for two days and left for Calcutta cn the morning of the 
19th. During this period I paid several visits to the Secretariat 
record room, inspected the Revenue and Judici^ records kept in a 
separate building and the office of the former ruler of Manipur. 
I held discussion with the Assistant Secretary in charge of the 
record room, the Chief Secretary, the Judicial Commissioner and 
other officers, and also the officers of the Manipur Raj and the 
Pandits who are the custodians of the Chronicles. 

The Manipur Secretariat has a record room situated in the 
Secretariat building itself. It is a fairly big room, which besides 
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containing the records also accommodates. the record room staff. 
It will be clear from this that neither the collection nor the staff 
to look after them can be of any magnitude. As a matter of fact, 
the stack area has only about two dozen shelves and there are al¬ 
together only 701 files of records. The records are those of 
Political Agent (1891—1947) and Dominion Agent (1947—49), ot 
Manipur State Durbar and Council 1907—46 and C.C’s records from 
1950 onwards. Records of the period prior to 1891 are non-exist¬ 
ent. Records of other Departments are not housed in this room, 
they are with the respective departments. They are mainly records 
of the post-independence period. The question of transferring 
their non-current records to a central repository has not been 
thought of. Moreover, the practice here is of continuing the files 
from year to year till they became loo bulky. That might take 
years. Again, the present record room is not commodious enough 
to house the non-current records of all the Departments. 

The room is not ideally suited for housing the records. Former- 
Ij' used to house the Government stationery, the room with its 
fixed racks was made over for use as a records repo.sitory. The 
racks were fitted along the wall on three sides of the room with 
little space between the racks and the walls. There are windov/s 
but they are hardly opened, as there is no convenient way of 
reaching them. Meant for accommodating big sized paper and 
other stationery, the stacks are more than a yard wide. This width 
is unnecessary for the volumes, and it is not possible to convenient¬ 
ly keep them in two rows one row facing one side and the other 
row the other, because the racks being close to the walls one can 
approach the rack only from one side. To make the best of a bad 
job the volumes have been placed in two rows one behind the 
other, volumes with odd numbers and those with even, alternating 
in front and back rows. There are two racks in the centre of the 
room which, however, can be easily approached. 

Within the limitations imposed, the records are being well 
cared for. The Assistant now looking after them had been train¬ 
ed in the National Archives of India under the six month training 
course meant for Government servants but he had been put in 
charge of the Stationery. Only recently he has been given the 
place which by his training he is fitted for. and within a short 
period he has done a lot of useful work. The records are kept either 
in carton boxes or between plywood boards. As and when more 
carton boxes are received, they will replace the plywood boards. 
The unbound records are kept in vertical position. There being 
only one peon, the records are subjected only to occasional dusting. 
Packets of nafdithalene balls available in the market are kept in the- 
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shelves. Necessary repairs lo documents are carried out by the 
Assistant himself with tissue paper obtained from Government 
Stationery Office. There is no arrangement for fumigation. 

No special security measures are provided for the records. The 
Secretariat building, of which it forms a part is, however, looked 
after by nightwatchmen. The Secretariat building is also fitted 
with fire extinguishers and I saw one near the door of the record 
room. 

The records are requisitioned occasionally both for administra¬ 
tive and research purposes. There are no rules for access to records, 
but permission to consult old records is generally given. 

I had an opportunity of discussing with the Chief Secretary the 
question of proper storage and preservation of State records. He is 
quite conscious that the system of closing of files only when it is 
too bulky is arbitrary and should be replaced by a scientific system 
He has already been trying to introduce the system in use in the 
Government of India’s offices in New Delhi, but the progress is very 
slow. His greatest handicap, I was told, is a lack of trained persons. 
He has already asked the O & M Division to depute one or more 
trained men to initiate the employees of this Union territory into 
the Secretariat system of filing. Introduction of a uniform system 
is a desideratum and the sooner it can be done the better. On the 
question of closing of files, I may here draw the attention of the 
Manipur Government to rule 6 of the Manual of Office Procedure 
which lays down that “all files should be closed after a specific 
period and any succeeding papers on the same subject put in a 
separate file.” 

Once the files of all the Departments start being closed on a 
uniform system, the question of properly preserving them yrhen 
they are no longer required for frequent reference will have to be 
tackled. It is felt that non-current records should be concentrated 
in one place under expert supervision. For this purpose, the 
present record room will be hopelessly inadequate. Moreover, the 
records should be kept in a separate building equipped with fire¬ 
fighting devices and placed under a proper security system. The 
record building should conform as far as possible to Ihe specifica¬ 
tions laid down by the National Committee of Archivists. 

The records should be placed under trained staff. The Assistant 
Secretary in charge appears to be conscious of hiS responsibilities 
and the Assistant in charge is a trained nerson who has great love 
for his work. It should be made possible for him to continue doing 
this work. An important question which arises in this connection 
is that when the record room staff is oart of the Swretariat. they 
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arc likely to be transferred from one branch to another according 
to the exigencies of the situation. The record room staff also feel 
lhat if they expect promotion they must have experience of the 
Secretariat work, as experience in the specialised work of the record 
room won’t help their future prospects. This is a problem that 
arises not only here but in all places where there is not a cadre ot 
record office personnel. It should, therefore, be tackled as a general 
question. It appears that the record room staff should either be 
given a special allowance for their continuing to do this work or be 
promoted when their turn comes and allowed to continue in the 
record room. 

I also discussed with the Chief Secretary the question of forma¬ 
tion of a Regional Records Survey Committee and collection of 
materials for the National Register of Records in private custody. 
Here also the problem, I was told, was to find suitable persons 
While this may be largely true, to let matters drift will result m 
the loss of whatever material can still be salvaged. If right men 
are not available in sufficient numbers, we have to make the best 
u.>e of the existing talent. I have reasons to believe that there are 
men who. if they lack the desirable qualifications and training, will 
to a large extent make up their deficiency by their enthusiasm and 
earnestness. While at Imphal I was told of the existence of 
chronicles of the Manipur Rajas beginning from the early years of 
the Christian era. I met the pandits who are the custodians of these 
chronicles. They are written in old Manipuri script on hand-made 
paper. As and when the paper yellows or gets worn out, the writing 
is copied out on jnew paper. I was also shown some writings on 
bark. I was not in a position to ascertain the age of the chronicles 
or examine their authenticity. The knowledge of the old Manipuri 
script is dying out and it seems desirable to preserve these chronicles 
and get them translated as early as possible. I was told that 
chronicles on the lines of those of the Manipur Raj are also avail¬ 
able for the former ruling houses of the other six states of the 
valley which had later been absorbed by the Manipur Raj. Some 
copper-plate inscriptions—^not very old—^were also shown to me. 

It is reasonable to hope that if a concerted drive is made, manu¬ 
scripts on paper or bark and copper-plates can be discovered in 
different parts of the valley. In organising this drive the co-opera¬ 
tion of the pandits and influential persons in the various localities 
may be sought and utilised. A Regional Records Survey Committee 
composed of persons interested in old records can be constituted 
with the officer in charge of records as the Secretary for tendering 
advice in this matter. A whole-time officer may be engaged to plan 
and carry out the drive. Influential local people can be made mem¬ 
bers of the Regional Records Survey Committee and persuaded to 
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take active steps to unearth documents etc. in their respective areas 
and bring them to the notice of the officer. The survey work will 
be hampered for the rainy season due to difficulties of travel, but if 
local co-operation can be procured there is no reason why the drive 
should not produce results. 

Going back to the question of official records, I had an opportuni¬ 
ty of inspecting the Revenue and Judicial records. These are kept 
in open wooden shelves in a big room. Some sort of a list of these 
records is available but there is need for a comprehensive list. The 
papers should be regularly dusted, properly arranged and kept be¬ 
tween ply-wood boards. 

Recommendations : 

(1) Files should be closed after a specific period. 

(2) Non-current records of all departments should be concen¬ 

trated in a suitable place, which should preferably be a 
separate structure. 

(3) The staff should be trained and adequate. 

(4) A Regional Records Survey Committee with representa¬ 

tives of different localities should be set up immediately 
and a whole-time officer should be appointed to plan 
and carry out a drive for unearthing records and manus¬ 
cripts. 


National Library, Calcutta 

The records of the National Library, consisting of office files and 
records of the various sections like the Lending Section, Reading 
Room etc., are temporarily housed in one of the newly constructed 
fiats south of the grounds of the Belvedere which is the present 
home of the Library. They will be shifted to a new annexe when 
it is completed. 

The records pertain to the normal functions of the Library and 
date back to 1902 when the Library was established. They are 
unbound and kept in open shelves between wooden boards. They 
are regularly dusted. There are manuscript indexes to the records 
beginning from 1902 to date. 

The condition of the records appeared to be quite good. Excepting 
the usual yellowing, age has not left its mark upon them. No insect 
infestation was noticed. Excepting a suggestion that the boards 
between which the records are kept should be made a little bigger 
than the size of the records in order that their ends might not be 
frayed by friction with the string with which the boards are tied, 



I have no other comment to make. I have no doubt that when the 
records are shifted to a permanent repository, they will find a 
congenial home with all the attentions necessary for their health. 

The files which have been closed but have not yet been transferred 
to the record room are kept in the sections and are properly looked 
after. The current files are kept in steel boxes in alphabetical order. 
Their condition is excellent and nothing better can be desired. The 
National Library has indeed set an example of neatness and cleanli¬ 
ness which others will find it profitable to follow. 

Recommendation : 

Wooden boards should be made a little bigger than the files which 
are meant to be kept between them. 


GovernmI'Int of India Mint, Ai.ipore 

The Mint is located in its own building newly constructed at 
Alipore amidst extensive grounds. The Mint has a very large staff 
of workmen of various categories and the records mostly consist of 
their attendance registers and service books. They arc mostly 
available in bound volumes, and have been kept in almirahs or open 
shelves in all available places,—in the office rooms, in corridors, 
under the stairs and in a room in a separate building at a distance 
from the main building. The records housed in the office rooms 
are in good condition. A small staff is there to carry out the binding 
work. They know their job and are doing useful work. They are 
working in a cramped place and I have no doubt that their efTiciency 
Mdll increase if a suitable work-room is provided for them. 

The room above referred to where it is proposed to shift the 
records is not an ideal repository for them. The room is open only 
to the east. There is no scope for cross ventilation and the morning 
sun will fall directly on the records unless they are removed far 
from the eastern side. The room is not yet fitted with shelves, owing 
to the location of the room, these will have to run east to west. A 
corridor may be left on the eastern side for the staff to pass. When 
the shelves are fitted, the room will have to be provided either with 
a gangway, or ladders, to enable the staff to reach the upper shelves 
which will be beyond their reach. 

I wish a more suitable room or rooms, preferably a separate 
structure, could be made available for records. It will be advisable 
to have a staff of dusting bearers or cleaners and the room should 
be placed in charge of record keeper who will look after the 
maintenance of the records, their arrangemeht and tfiei^ supply. 
1 understiuid there is a staff of bearers for cleaning work. I would 
suggest that they should be retained permanently. 
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I have also seen the arrangement for the maintenance of 
confidential files. They are kept in steel almirahs and cabinets under 
a responsible officer. The older records I found a little congested 
in one almirah. I sugge.st that another almirah be provided for 
easing the congestion. 

Recommendations : 

(1) A suitable room fitted with racks should be provided for 

housing the old records and placed in charge of a record 
keeper who should be assisted by a staff of cleaners. 

(2) Work room should be provided for the binding staff. 


Gonernment of India Press, Calcutta 

The Government of India Press is located at the Press Building 
at 8, Hastings Street, Calcutta. The Press was established in 1863 but 
its early records are not available. The earliest available records 
go back to 1912. Records preserved include (a) Printing Office 
Registers for the last five years or so (b) Attendance Registers since 
1912 (c) Acquittance Rolls since 1912 and (d) Pension Papers since 
1935. The earlier papers were not preserved for the simple reason 
that their retention was not considered necessary and it is reasonable* 
to suppose that most of the existing records will also be weeded out 
when they have served their purpose. 

T cannot say that the records that are available are in a good 
condition. The closed files are kept in the sections to which they 
relate. They are kept in almirahs and a list is maintained of such 
files, though the tracing of files found in the list may not be easy. 
These files are in a fair state ofi preservation. But the old Attendance 
Registers etc. which are not kept in the sections are in a very bad 
state, indeed. They have been lying uncared for for yqars and it is 
only recently that a room has been found and fitted with shelves 
for storing them. This room has provided some sort of shelter, but 
being on the roof of the building, it is bound to be extremely hot 
during summer. Before their removal to the present shelter, they 
had suffered much damage, and they cannot last much longer. It 
appears, however, that by that time they will have outlived their 
utility. 

From the nature of their records, they are hardly fit for permanent 
preservation. Usually papers are preserved only for 3 years or till 
the audit for the period to which they relate is over. 75*/f of the 
records come under this category. But if some records are fotmd 
fit for preservation, ways must be found for preserving them properly. 
The present building, a very old one, is not suitable for this purpose. 
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I understand that the Press is soon to be shifted to Santragachi 
where a new building is being constructed. It is suggested that a 
suitable room be reserved for the non-current records of more than 
ephemeral interest, and all such records, instead of being kept ia 
the sections be transferred to this room and placed under the care 
and supervision of a record keeper whose business it will be to keep ^ 
a list of such records, arrange them properly and supply requisitions, 
if any, from the various sections. 

Recommendation : 

A suitable record room for keeping the non-current records should 
be provided and placed under a record keeper who should be 
responsible for their preservation, maintenance and arrangement. 


National Instruments Factory, Jadavpur 

The National Instruments Factory, known as Mathematical 
Instruments Office when it was founded in 1830 for repairs of survey 
and other instmments, now supplies, repairs and manufactures 
various scientific and mathematical instruments. It is now housed 
in its own building at Jadavpur; the shifting from its previous 
buildings at Wood Street has not been completed yet. 

The records preserved at the Office relate to correspondence with 
various indenting authorities, and establishment correspondence 
emanating from administrative offices, audit offices etc. 

There is no central record room for closed records. Each section 
keeps its old records in almirahs. I found a number of almirahs 
lying in a corridor and some records lying in bundles in a verandah 
exposed to the rays of the afternoon sun. It is quite possible that 
the aftermath of shifting is still there and that this is only a 
temporary arrangement. The exposure of the records to the various 
elements even for a short period is injurious to them and an exposed 
verandah is not a suitable place even for temporary storage. I 
urged that pending acquisition of almirahs to accommodate them 
and decision as to their housing, they should be shifted to some place 
sheltered from the sun and the rains. I also pointed out the 
advantages of having a separate record room to house the closed 
records of all the sections. This should be placed imder the charge 
of a suitable person who should be made responsible for preserving 
them, arranging them and supplying requisitions, if any. from the 
originating sections. He should be assisted' by dusting bearers and 
other helpers, depending on the volume of the records. This would 
ensure greater attention to the maintenance of the records. Suitable 
precautions should be taken against fire hazard, theft and insect 
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infestation. The pamphlet on preservation of records prepared by 
The National Archives of India gives in detail the measures that are 
considered necessary in this connection. The building is neivly 
constructed and if proper precautions are taken, it should be 
possible to provide healthy condition for the records. The records 
^are in a fair state of preservation. Most of them are kept in bundles 
tied writh strings. But as these strings are likely to cause damage 
to the edges to the records, the files should, if possible, be kept 
between two wooden boards of a slightly bigger size than tne records 
and then tied. 



APPENDIX—F 


REPORT OF THE RESEARCH WORK DONE BY THE MF-M^E R S 
OF THE INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION DURING 

1958-59. 


I. Dr. P. M. Joshi, Bombay: 

Published a paper entitled “Raichur Doub in Deccan History". 
(Journal of Indian History, December 1958). 

Editing Peshwa Daftar, New Series, Volume II entitled “Revi¬ 
val of Maratha Power, 1761-1772.” 

II. Dr. B. R. Sharma, Darhhanga; 

(a) Published the following papers: — 

(i) Sapta in the Rigveda—Taraporewala Commemoration 

VoL, Poona. 

(ii) Reflection on Suparna in the Vedas—Turner Com¬ 

memoration Vol. II (in Press). 

(b) Prepared the following Volumes:— 

(i) Descriptive Catalogue Vol. of the Raj Mss.— (Press copy 

ready). 

(ii) Sabda—Ratnakara of Vamana Bhattabara—(in the 

Press). 

(c) Sama—^Vidhana—Brahmana with the Bhasyas of Bhara- 

tasvamin and Sayana (Under preparation). 

III. Shri Fida Mohammad Hassnain. Srinagar; 

(a) Working on a thesis “British Policy towards Kashmir 

1846—1946”. 

(b) Published the following papers: 

(i) Ladakh and its History (in Urdu Monthly “Tamir”). 

(ii) Calligraphy in Kashmir (in English monthly “Kashmir 
Today”). 

(iii) Coins of Kashmir (in English). 

(c) Compiled the following papers; 

(i) General Zora^yar Singh (in English). 

(ii) History of Floods and Fartiines in Ka^mir (in English). 
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IV. Dr. H. R. GhosaX, Mvzaffarpur: 

(a) Publish^ the following artides : 

(i) The Revolution behind the Revolt: Cases of the 1857 

Uprising— Proceedings of Indian History Congress, 
1957. 

(ii) Some unpublished documents relating to Horse and 

Cattle breeding in Tirhut, 1795-1804—Proceedings of 
Indian Historical Records Commission, 1958, Vol. 
XXXIV, Pt. II. 

(b) Collected a large number of valuable documents, gists of 

some of which had been published in the Annual Report 
of the Bihar Regional Records Survey Committee, 
1957-58. 

V. Dr. Hira Lai Gupta, Saugar : 

Published the following papers: 

(i) Krishangarh Succession, 1841.— Proceedings of the Indian 

History Congress, Vol XXI. 

(ii) Datia Succession, 1839-40.— Journal of Indian History, 

Volume XXXVI, Pt. H. 

(iii) Orchha Successions, 1837—42.— Journal of Indian History, 

Vol. XXXVI, Pt. III. 

(iv) Dhar Succession, 1834.— Proceedings of Indian Historical 

Records Commission Proceedings, Vol. XXXIV, Pt. II. 

VI. Dr. Sukumar Bhattacharya, New Delhi: 

Collected from among the records in the National Archives of 
India materials relating to the Swadesi Movement consequent 
on the Partition of Bengal in 1905. 

VII. Dr. H. K. Barpujari, Gauhati: 

(a) Published the following paper; 

The Surveys and operations at the Petroleum Springs 
and Coal Beds in Assam (1826-58)— Indian Historical 
Records Commission Proceedings Vol. XXXIV, Pt.* II. 

(b) Shortly to be published: 

The Tariff-Walls in the North-East Frontier (1825-40)— 
Journal of Indian History. 

(c) Working on ‘The Problem of the North-East Frontier in 

the Days of the Company”. First volume to be complet¬ 
ed shortly. 
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VIII. Shri S. B. Bhat, Dhulia: 

Worked on the personal records of Shri Madhavrao Vinayakrao 
Kibe (Former Deputy Prime Minister of Indore). 

IX. Proj. G. H. Khare, Poona. 

Contributed the following papers: 

(i) Some Reminiscences about Shri Vinoba Bhave— Chitrama- 

yajagat, June 1958. 

(ii) Khandoba—a popular deity of Maharashtra- Proceedings 

of the Indian History Congress, 1958. 

(iii) A note on three gun inscriptions from Poona.— Indian 

Historical Records Commission Proceedings, Vol. XXXIV, 
Pt. II. 

X. Prof. A. H. Nizami, Rewa: 

Published the following paper: 

(i) Baghelkhand during 1857.— Proceedings of the Indian His¬ 

tory Congress, 1959. 

XI. Shri K. Sajun Lai, Secunderabad. 

Published the following papers: 

fi) Altaf Husain Hali’s views on the Aligarh Trustee Bill— 
Nawai-Adab, Oct.-Dec- 1958, Issue No. 4. 

(ii) Charles Bradlaugh and the National Congress— Proceedings 

of the Indian History Congress, 1959. 

XII. Dr. A. L. Srivastava, Agra: 

(i) Wrote two chapters, namely “Early career of Akbar” and 

“Four years of Regency Administration” for “Akbar the 
Great”, a work intended to be completed in three 
Volumes 

(ii) Published the following papers. 

(a) Some Problems of Medieval Indian History- Uttara Bha- 

rati (a Journal of research of the Universities of Uttar 
Pradesh). 

(b) Traditional Value in the Modem Indian Life— Uttara Bha- 

rati. 

(iii) Edited three issues of the Uttara Eharati. 

(iv) Guided two research students working for their Ph.D. 

degree on (i) the Aligarh Movement and (2) Evolution 
of the Administration of the former Bharatpur State. 

(v) Edited two issues of the Agra College History and Political 

Science Journal. 
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(iv) Brought out the 3rd Edition of two books; 

The Sultanate of Delhi, and The Mughal Empire, 

XIII. Dr. P. C. Gupta, Calcutta. 

1. Published the following papers; 

(a) Nana Saheb at Bithur— Bengal: Past and Pre.<tent, July- 

Dee. 1959. 

(b) The Bible, Chapati and the Greased Cartridge— Prof. 

J. N. Banerji Commemoration Volume. 

2. Edited Fort William—India House 
Correspondence, Volume XIII. 

3. Prepared the manuscript of a new book “The Story of Nana 
Saheb’’. 

4 . Editing “The Private Journal of James Cunningham Grant 
Duff”. 

XIV. Shti N. B. Roy, Santiniketan: 

1. Published the following papers; 

(a) A note on the Charak Puja in Bengal- The 'Journal of the 

Inter-Departmental Study Circle, March 1959. 

(b) Anecdotes of Sher Shah from Tarikh-i-Daudi— Islamic 

Culture, July 1958. 

,c) An Agitation over .some Prison Regulations 1850 and the 
Faraizes —Proceedings of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission, Volume XXXFV, Pt. II. 

(d) A paper in Bengali-Mughal Haremer Ekti Chitra- Puja 
Number, Jugantar. 

2. Edited Niamatullah’s —History of the Afghans, consisting of 
Niamatullah’s Persian text and of extracts from other chronicles 
published by the Visva-Bharati University, Dec.—March 1958-59. 

XV. Prof. R. P. Tripathi, Lucknow: 

Preparing the “History of the Mughals,” from Aurungzeb to 
Mohammad Shah. 

XVI. Dr. Raghubir Sinh, New Delhi: 

fi) Prepared a detailed study of the life of Salhadi Tanwar of 
Raisin (Malwa) (sent for publication to Nagari Pracharini 
Sabha, Varanasi). 

(ii) A detailed study of the lives of the five persons named Kesho 
Das, who are mentioned in the Akbar-Nam'a, and their i^ccessors - 
. (to be published). 
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XVII. Dr. S. C. Misra, Baroda: 

(i) Edited “Mirat-i-Sikand.iri”, jointly with Shn M. L. Rahman 
(Expected to be published soon). 

(ij) Completed the monograph. “Rise of Muslim Power in Gujrat”. 

(iii) Working on a research project, “Socio-Hi.slorical Survey of the 
Muslim Population of Gujarat”. 

XVIII. Dr. Hari Ram Gupta, Hoshiarpur: 

Collected some material from original sources av'ailable at the 
Punjab Government Record Office from 1849-1919. 

XIX. Shri Mohibbul Husaan Khan^ AV.garh. 

]. Published a book Kashmir under the Sultans. 

2. Under Preparation: 

(a) Diary of Indian Envoy to Constantinople. 

(b) Kashmii- under the Mughals. 

XX. Shri JV. R. Khadgawat, Jaipur: 

1. Wrote Rajasthan’s Role in the Struggle of 1857. (first 

Volume of the History of Freedom Movement in 
Rajasthan), Published by Rajasthan Government. 

2. “Revolutionery Conspiracies in Rajasthan (second Voliune 

of the History of Freedom Movement in Rajasthan) is 
ready for the Press. 

3. Wrote five chapters pertaining to the administration of 

Mewar under Maharana Fateh Singh. 

4. Completed the last two chapters of his books “The Biography 

of Maharana Pratap”. 

XXI. Proj. K. K- Pillay, Madras: 

1. Engaged in his work on: the “Social History of the Tamils 

during the Medieval Period”. 

2. Wrote an article on the Panchalamkurichi Rebellion of South 

India —Proceedings of Indian History, Congress, 1958. 

3. Supervising the work of the rsearch students working 

on the following topics: — 

(i) Lord Clive in Madras, 1798-1803. 

(ii) Sir Charles Trevelyan, Governor, of Madras. 

(iii) The Governors of Madras Between 1827-1842. 

(iv) Humanitarian Ideas in Madras Administration, (1800- 
1857). 

X}jfIL Shri P. S. Raghavan, Trivandrum: 

Collecting material for the compilation of the History of Freedom 
Movement in Kerala. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETINGS OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE 
FOR REVIEWING THE PUBLICATION PROGRAMME OF THE 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 

Proceedings of the 1st meeHing, New Delhi —1st September, 1958 

The Sub-Committee appointed by the Research and Publication 
Committee at its 26th meeting held in March 1958 to re-assess the 
Twenty-Year Publication Programme of the National Archives of 
India met informally at the National Archives of India on the 1st 
September, 1958 in the absence of its Chairman. 

A note prepared by the Director of Archives, Government of India, 
on the basis of the recommendation made by the Estimates Commit¬ 
tee of the Parliament to publish extracts of important records from 
the National Archives of India on connected subjects was placed 
before the SubGommittee, and it tentatively suggested the follow¬ 
ing subjects, particularly of the Post-Mutiny Period, on which selec¬ 
tions from records could be published: 

(1) Development of Central Administration. 

(2) Growth of the Central Legislature 

(3) Constitutional Development 

(4) Administration of Law and Justice. 

(5) The Press in India. 

(6) History of the Indian Press. 

(7) Social Legislation. 

(8) Public Services. 

(9) Communications. 

(10) Economic Data. 

It was decided that the details regarding the maimer in which the 
scheme could be implemented should be discussed at the next meet¬ 
ing of the Sub-Committee. 

The question whether the programme enumerated above would 
replace the approved Twenty-Year Publication Programme of the 
National Archives of India was also left to be discussed at the next 
meeting of the Sub-Committee. 

The Sub-Committee also discfussed the question of press-listing of 
records in the custody of the National Archives of India, and it was 
proposed that the National Archives of India should place a detailed 
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programme in this regard before the next meeting of the Sub-Com- 
mittee* 

Proceedings of the 2nd meeting, New Delhi—8th' December, 1958. 

The Second meeting of the Sub-Committee appointed by the Re¬ 
search and Publication Committee for reviewing the Department’s 
publication programme was held on 8th December, 1958 under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. Tara Chand. The following were present; 

(1) Dr. Tara Chaftd, Chairman. 

(2) Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad, Member. 

(3) Shri K. D. Bhargava, Member-Secretary. 

(1) In order to speed up the work of the Five Year Publication 
Programme, the Department should make the minimum possible 
alterations in the notes made by the Editors and fix a time limit for 
the scrutiny of each volume after the Editors have completed their 
work. Those editors who have not yet completed their work 
may be requested to return the volumes in case they are not in 
a position to finish them within a reasonable time. 

(2) In view of the fact that many of the important minutes of 
Sir John Shore have already been published, publication of the 
Shore Minutes need not be taken up. 

(3) Instead of undertaking the in extenso publication of several 
series of records as envisaged in the twenty year publication pro¬ 
gramme, a scheme for publishing selected documents on particular 
subjects may be undertaken. Publication of documents relating to 

(1) Land Revenue, (2) Finance, (3) Fiscal Policy and (4) Foreign 
Relations may be undertaken first. While this new programme 
should concentrate on the post-1858 period, important documents of 
the earlier period peed not be excluded. Some items under the new 
scheme may be taken up by the Department and the remaining ones 
by various imiversities. A detailed programme on these lines may 
be drawn up by the Department and submitted for consideration of 
the Sub-Committee. 

Proceedings of the 3rd meeting, Trivandrum —30th December, 1958. 

The Sub-Committee appointed by the Research and Publication 
Committee to review the 20 years Publication Programme held its 
final meeting at Trivandrum cm 30th December, 1958, The following 
were preset: 

(1) Dr. Tara Chand, Chairman. 

(2) Dr. K. K. Datta, Member. 

(3) Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad, Member. 
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(4) Dr. N. K. Sinba, Me^iber. 

(5) Dr. P. M. Joshi, Member. 

(p) Shri K. D: Bbargava, Member-Secretary. 

After some preliminary discussion, it was decided to make the 
following recommendations for the consideration of the Research 
and Publication Committee. 

1. In extenso publication of the letters exchanged between the 
Government of India and the authorities in England in the post-1800 
period should not be undertaken. 

2. Instead, selections from the letters to and from the Court of 
Dinectors and the Secretary of State for India covering the post-1800 
period may be published. The National Archives of India may draw 
up a detailed publication programme on the above lines. 

3. Selections from the Finance Department letters should be 
published first. All significant mattlers relating to the economic 
history of the countiy should be included in the selections. 

4. The National Archives of India should not undertake any new 
publication programme until the present Five Year Programme is 
completed. Parts of the long-term programme may. however, be 
undertaken by the Universities and learned institutions immediately 
on lines similar to those of Scheme III in the Five Year Programme. 
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details of the records proposed to be published on 

THE BASIS OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PUBLICA- 
TION SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A list of letters to and from the Court of Directors and the Secre¬ 
tary of State for India according to Departments and Series, showing 
the name of each group, its inclusive years and bulk, is given 
below There are approximately 3,246 volinru'S and 475 bundles, 
covering nearly 7,61,900 pages. 

A sample survey was made of some volumes of the Finance De¬ 
partment records. Most of the letters in the Financial General and 
Separate Revenue Series are important and deserve to be included. 
It may, however, be possible to eliminate some paragraphs, but even 
a rough estimate of the bulk of such material cannot be given with¬ 
out a closer examination. 

There are some Financial Letters to and from Bombay, Madras 
and Bengal. In the volumes published so far in the Fort William- 
India House Correspoudence Series, letters exchanged between 
Court of Directors and the other Presidencies have not been 
included. 

List or LETTiiss t('» and from thb CouRr of Directors and riiu Srcrgtaky 
OF State for India 




HOME 



L No. Name of series 

Years 

Bulk 

Remarks 


{a) Home Public. 




I. 

General Letters to Court of 
Directors and Secretary of 
State 

1800-59 

99 Volumes and 

2 bundles 

I'Gaps tHo 3 - 4 ^ 

2 . 

Miscellaneous Letters to 
Court and Secretary of 
State 

ISS 7-50 

I Volume 


3 . 

Abstract of General Letters 
to Court 

1807-18 

I Volume 


4 . 

Abstract of Letters to Court 
(from Camp Allahabad') 

1858-59 

I Volume 


5 . 

Letters to Secretary, India 
House 

1843-58 

7 Volumes 

(Contain reference 
to despatch of 
letters and pac¬ 
kets to Court of 
Directors. 
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S. No. 

Name of series 

Years 

Bulk 

Remarks 

6 . 

Letlors from Secretary, 
Government of India to 
Secretary, Court of Direc¬ 
tors. 

1800-29 

3 Volumes 


7 . 

Miscellaneous Letters to the 
Under Secretary of State. 

185S-59 

I Volume 


8 . 

General Letters from Court 
and Secretary of State. 

1800-59 

99 Volumes and 
5 bundles. 

(Also contains 
Sparc copies ot 
Letters.) 

9* 

Abstracts of General Letters 
from Court of Directors. 

1807-18 

2 Volumes 


10. 

Letters from Secretary, 
India House. 

1855-58 

3 Volumes 

( Also contain 
Marine and Elec- 
trie Telegraph 
Letters). 

II. 

Consolidated Despatches 
to Secretary of State. 

1903-ro 

5 Volumes 

(Gaps 1907-09.; 

12 , 

Consolidated Despatches 
from Secretary of State. 

1018-28 

I Bundle 


13* 

Consolidated Despatches to 
Under Secretary of State, 

1901-08 

4 Volumes 

(Gaps 1907) 

14. 

Despatches from Secretary 
of State. 

I I60-I ) ;6 

131 Voli mes ik 
30 bundles. 

(Gaps 1893, 1902- 

03). 

15. 

Despatches from Under 
Secretary of State. 

1860-92 

22 Volumes & 
5 bundles. 

(Gaps 1862 and 
18S0-87). 


(b) Ecchsiasiical 




1 . 

Letters to Court and Secre¬ 
tary of State. 

1820-59 

20 Volumes & 

I bundle. 


2, 

Letters to Secretary, India 

1 louse. 

^ 857-5^ 

r Volume 


3* 

Letters from Court and 
Secretary of State. 

1824-59 

5 Volumes & 

I bundle. 


(c) Land Revenue Branch 




1. 

l.etters to Court . ♦ 

1834-58 

15 Volumes 

Deals with 

Government Te^ 
Plantations ana 
Factories. 

2. 

Letters to Secretary of State 

1859-61 

I Volume 


3 * 

Letters from Court and 
Secretary of State. 

1834-62 

15 Volumes & 
3 bundles. 
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S. No. 

Name of series 

Years 

Hulk 

Remarks 



(d) Judicial 


I. 

Letters to Court and Secre¬ 

i>^ 35-59 

39 Volumes 

'G.ips 1852-55; 


tary of State. 



2. 

Letters to Secrctaryi India 

IS37-nS 

3 Volumes 



House. 


3 - 

Letters from Court and 

tS 35-59 

20 Volumes 

(Claps TS40-41) 


Secretary of State. 

l bundle. 

4 * 

Despatches from Sccrctaiy 

1860-1905 

31 Volumes 6c 



of State. 

3 bundles. 


5. 

Despatclics fo Secretary of 

1860-95 

60 Volumes 6c 

1 c 3 iie Vi)lLUne con¬ 


State. 

7 bundles. 

tains Despatches 
lo the Court of 
Directors and the 






Secretary oi S tale 
from 1858-6 O' 

6. 

Miscellaneous Judicial Let¬ 

i860 

I Volt'me 

(Coiitai IS miscel¬ 


ters to Secretary of State, 



laneous letters to 





Court of Directors 
and Seer el ary of 
State from 18*58— 
60 and also 





Andaman Com¬ 
mittee Report'). 

7- 

Despatches to Under Secre¬ 

i861-93 

10 Volumes 6c 

(Gap 1862) 


tary of State, 

X bundle. 

8. 

Despatches froiu Secretary 

1860-1905 

3r Volumes 6c 



of State. 

3 bundlcvS. 



i^c) Education 




I. 

Letters to Court and Secre¬ 

1856-59 also 

8 Volumes & 



tary of State. 

of 1854. 

I bundle. 


2. 

Letters from Secretary of 





State. 

1859 

I bundle 



(f) Census 

1. Despatches from Secretary 

of State. 1880-91 I Volume 

2. Despatches to Secretary of 

State. 1881-83 3 Volumes Sc 

i bundle. 
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S. No. Name of scries 


Years Bulk Remarks 


(g) Siatistics 

1. Despatches from Secretary 1875-1903 8 Volumes & 

of Stale. TO bundles. 

2. Despatches to Secretary 1878-79 1 bundle 

of State. 

Education, Health and Lands 


So far as the Education Series are concerned these are being pub¬ 
lished under the scheme of publishing Selections from Educational 
Records upto 1947 which would also include correspondence with 
the Court of Directors and the Secretar3^ of State. 


fa) Emigration 

1. Despatches to Secretary 
of State. 

2. Despatches to Secretary of 

State. 

3. Despatches to Secretary of 

State. 

(b) jMujncipaliiies 

I. Despa ch(?s 10 Secretary of 
Stale 

(c) Health) 

1. Sanitary Despatches to 

Under Secretary of State. 

2. Sanitary Despatches to 

Secretary of State. 


1858-87 4 Volumes vk (Abstracts') 

T bundle. 

18K0 2 Volumes 

iS8<;-9o I bundle 

1874-95 6 Volumes 

I bundle 

1S6S 87 I bundle and 

4 volumes. 

1868-89 3 bundles 


3. Sanitary Despatches from 1867-1924 10 Volumes and 

Scerctar> of State. 2 bundles. 

(d} Lands ( /ndnstry etc.) 

T. De.spatches from Secretary i874-??o 1 Volume 

of State. (Industry, Sciences, 

Arts). 

(c) Agriculture 

1. Despatches from Secretary 1867-1909 2 Volumes 

of State. 


2. Despatches from Secretary 
of State (Famine), 


1869-1904 


1 Volume 



!29 


S. No. Name oi s'cricjj Years Mnll: 


3. (Fibre anti Silk) Despatches 1S70-95 1 Volifnie 

fn^in Secretary of Suite. 

4. (Forests) Despatches frv^m 3861-19to 9 bundles 

Sccretaiy ot State. 

5. (Forests) Despatches to 1861-70 t bundle 

Scerttarx ol State. 

6. ("Forests') Despatches to j^nd 1S64-60 2 bundles 1865*6S) 

from vSccrclary of State, 


1. (Revenue^ Despatches from 

Secretary of State. 

2. (i.and Rcvcnue'i Despatches 

from Secretary of State. 

3. Dome Miscellanecms TKcve¬ 

nue) letters to Secictary 
of State. 

4. fRevenue) T.ettcrs to Sccie- 

lary of State. 

5. (Afiriculturc, Revenue and 

Commerce) Despatches 
to Under Secretary. 

6. (Agiicuhurc Revenue and 

C 'ommcrcc) Despatches 
to Secretary of State. 

7 . (Bombay Revenue) J.cttcrs 

from Secretary of State. 

8. (Bombay Revenue) Letters 

to Secretary of State. 

9. (Madras Revenue) Letters 

to Secretary of State. 

10. (Madras Revenue) Despat¬ 

ches to Secretary of Stale. 

11. (Bombay Revenue) Despat¬ 

ches from Secretary of State. 

12. (Bombay Revenue) Despat¬ 

ches to Secretary of State. 

Revenue Despatches from 
Secretary of State. 

14. Revenue Despatches to 
Secretary of State. 


1S58-S0 6 Volumes (Caps 1x66-6;'- 

1868-1910 3 Volume 

1858-61 I Volume 

1863-80 5 Volume.s (('61^.-1870-79) 
1^71 "73 3 Volumes 

1871 1 Volume 

1858-69 6 Volumes 

Do, 8 Volumes 
1860-70 10 Volumes 
1855-71 I bundle 
1854-71 I bundle 
1849-71 I bundle 
1862-1907 2 bundles 
1860*70 1 bundle 
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SI. 

No. 

Name of series 

Years 

Bulk 

Remarks 


LEOISLATIVE 



I. 

Law Letters from Court 

X800-1832 

2 Volumes 


2. 

Law Letters to Court 

1800-1831 

2 Volumes 


3- 

Despatches from Secretary 
of State. 

1835-1910 

50 Volumes and 

I bundle 

(Gaps 1886-96) 

4. 

Legislative Letters to Court 
and Secretary of State. 

1835-76 

54 Volumes 

(Gaps 1853-60) 

5 - 

Legislative Letters to Under 
Secretary of State. 

1861-68 

6 Volumes 

(Gaps 1866) 

6. 

Letters to Permanent Under 
Secretary of State for India. 

1869-1910 

4 Volumes 

(Gaps 1888-97 
and 1899-1909 

7 * 

Governor General’s Despat¬ 
ches to Secretary of State. 

1877-1935 

2 Volumes 

(Gaps 1888-1909) 

8. 

Secret Despatches to Secre¬ 
tary of State. 

1874-77 

I Bundle 


9. 

Despatches to Secretary, In¬ 
dia House, 

1835-54 3 Volumes 

RAILWAYS 


1. 

Public Works Department 
Despatches or letters to Secre¬ 
tary of State. 

1860-1890 

14 Volumes 

(Gaps 1864,66,68, 

7i and 87). 

2, 

Public Works Department 
Despatches to and from 

Secretary of State. 

1860-74 

21 Volumes 

(Gaps 1861-65, 

68, 

3* 

4. 

Lencr^i Ecom Secretary of State 

Letters to Home Gov‘Cin«'?5ent 

1861-1914 

1861-65 

21 Volumes 

3 Volumes 

(Gaps 1870, 72- 

78, 1881, 85-86 
and 1905-06). 

5. 

Despatches and Letters from 
Home Government. 

1860-66 

2 Volumes 

(Gaps 1861-65) 

6. 

(Public Works Department 
Bombay) Railway Letters 
to and from Secretary of 
State. 

1860-71 

10 VOlUltfCS 


7 - 

Statement showing Receipts 
and Disbursements of the 
Secretary of State in 

Counql. (Railway Ac¬ 

counts in England). 

1928-40 

II Volumes 

(Gaps i^|i*-34) 

8. 

(Railways) Madras Letters 
from Home Government. ^ 

1861-70 

•• 

(Gaps 1862,64 
and 66-69) 

9. 

(Railways) Madras Letters 
Secretary of State. ' 

1860-71 

' * 

(Gapt 1860-70) 


Note. —Upto 7th Febyuiry 1855 «U records pertaining to Radways arc av^ilabte 
in the Public Branch of the late Home D^rtment. From that date onwairda: the 
newly created Fu):>lic Works Department took over the Railways till ipoj, when the 
Railway Branch oi the Public Works Department was abolished and the Railway Board 
took over the adminUtindon of Railways in the Depattmmt of Cmnmerce and Indi|itry- 
In September 1^4 RaRway Board was made independetit of Oonmerce and {ndnttry 
wbA tiatnad RaSwav lieiiirtiiieEit 





131 


51. , . 

Mo. Name of senes Years Bulk Remarks 


MILITARY DEPARTMENT 


I. General Letters from Court 
and Secretary of State. 

1800-59 

119 Volumes 
and 15 bundles 


2. General Letters to Court 
dnd Secretary of State. 

1800-59 

82 Volumes 


3. Draft of General Letters 
to Court and Secretary of 
State. 

1818-59 

97 Volumes 


4. Letters from Court and 

Secretary of State. 

1838-59 

13 Volumes 
and 4 bundles 

(Gaps 1847) 

5. Letters to Court and Secre¬ 
tary of State. 

1838-59 

20 Volumes 
and I bundle. 


6. Letters from Secretary, India 
House, to Secretary, Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

1848-61 

I Bundle 

(Gaps 1845-54,56. 
59-60). 

7. Letters to Secretary, India, 
House. 

1857-58 

I Volume 


8. Letters from Secretary Marine 
Board. 

1824-26 

I Volume 

(The Marine 

Board was created 
in X793 and 
lasted up to 

1843)* 

(a) Military Department (Bengal)^ 



9. Marine Letters to Bengal, 
Bombay and Fort. St. George. 

1846-59 

I Bundle 


10. Marine Letters from Secretary 
of State. 

1860-67 

I Bundle 


II. Marine Letters to Secretary 
of State. 

1859-67 

I Bundle 


12. Marine Letters to Under 
Secretary of State. 

1859-61 I Bundle 
and 64 


13* Letters from Court to Bengal 

1807-1854 

87 Volumes 
and 46 bun¬ 
dles 


14. Marine Letters from Court 
to Bengal. 

1850 

I Volume 


(6) Military Departmem 

{Bombay), 



15. Letters from Bombay to 
Europe 

1800-94 

291 Volumes 


General Letters from Court 
and Secretary of State. 

1800-95 

307 Volumes 
and 26 bundles 


t 7 « Bombay Financial Deapat- 
chca ftom Secretary of 
State. 

1870-S8 

6 Volumes 




SL 

No. Najx»c of senes 

Years 

Bulk 

Remarks 

i8. Bombay Marine Despatches 
from Secretary of State. 

1861-65 

2 Volumes 


19. Bombay Marine Despatches 
to Secretary of State. 

1860-96 

19 Volumes 

• 

(c) Military Department iM^^dras) 



20. Letters from Foit St. George 
to Court and Secretary 

of State. 

1800-94 

124 Volumes 


21. Letters from Court and Sec¬ 
retary of State to Fort St. 
George, 

1800-92 

72 Volumes 
and 42 bundles 


22. Madras Financial Despatches 
from Secretary of State. 

1870-88 

5 Volumes 


23. Madras Marine Despatches 
from Secretary of State, 

1861-67 

I Volume 


24. Madras Marine Despatches 
to Secretary ot State. 

1861-79 

7 Volumes 


F/N.^ 4 NCjb 



I. General Letters from Court 
and Secretary of State. 

1812-1926 

118 Volumes 

(Gaps 1825) 

2. General Letters to Court and 
Secretary of State. 

1809-1932 

210 Volumes 

(Gaps 1827-29, 
1918-28) 

3. Despatches from Secretary of 
State (Finance). 

1858-1928 

16 bundles 

(Gaps x88x«X9X7)., 

4. Despatches from Secretary 
of State (Accounts). 

1918-28 

4 bundles 


5. Despatches from Secretary 
of State (public). 

1879-1920 

10 Volumes 
and 2 bundles 


6. Despatdies from Secretary 
of State (Revenue). 

1883-1921 

12 Vedumes 
and 1 bundle 


7. Despatches from Secretary 
of State (Fund). 

1879-1914 

2 Volumes 


S Despatches from Secretary 
of State to Madras (Financial 
Stores). 

1879-99 

1 Volume 


9. Despatches from Secretaiy 
of State (Stajjstks and 
Coimmerce). 

1883-49 

2 ViAmm 


so. Despatches lirM Secretarv 

of State to India (Financial 

S886-X907 

z Volumes 

___ 




in 


SI. 

No. Name of scries Years Bulk 


II. 

Despatches from Secretary 
of State (Financial) 

1879-1914 

4 Volumes 

12. 

Despatches from Secretary 
of State (Financial Poli¬ 
tical) 

1889-1917 

2 Volumes 

13. 

Despatches fiom Secretary 
of State (Railway Fi¬ 
nancial). 

1879-1914 

6 Volumes 

14 * 

Despatches from Secretary 
of State (Military) 

1881-1914 

I Volume 


(<2) - Separate Revenue 



15. 

Letters from Court 

1800-57 

18 Volumes and 

I bundle 

16. 

Letters to Court 

1800-57 

32 Volumes 


Bengal Financial 

Records 


17. 

General Letters from Court 
to Bengal (Financial) 

1834-54 

16 Volumes 

18. 

General Letters to Court 
from Bengal (Financial) 

1835-54 

14 Volumes 


Bombay Financial Records 

19 * 

Letters to Court and Secre¬ 
tary of State (Financial). 

1819-98 

II Volumes 

20. 

Letters fron^ Court apd Sec¬ 
retary of State (Financial). 

1835-98 

13 Volumes 


Madras Pinancied Records 


21. 

Letters to Court from Mad¬ 
ras* 

1822-57 

6 Volumes 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

I. 

Letters from Court and Sec¬ 
retary of State. 

1800-1901 26 Volumes 

and 23 bundles 

2. 

Letters to Court and Secr^^ 
tary of State. 

800-99 

Z31 volumes and 
51 bundles 

3 - 

l^rafr letters to Secret om- 
mittee. 

1806-20 

6 Volumes 

4 - 

Letters to Secretary^ India 

1844-59 

I Volume 

S- 

0 !ri|^:nal Lodm from Seqret 
Ommifree. 

iji 4 l -43 

X bundle 


Remarks 


(Gaps 1881, 85- 
86, 88, 1905-06) 


(Gaps 1882,84- 

87,1904-12) 


(Gaps 1839-42) 


(Gaps 1857-78) 


(Gaps 18 5 6-78) 


(Gaps I8ii-I3» 
1836, 1855) 

(Gaps 1808, 
12-14,25-29.) 

(Gaps 1809.19> 
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Name of series Years Bulk 


6. (Ootacamund) Litters to 1834-55 2 Volumes 
Court. 

7. Copies of Governor Generars 31 March i bundle 
letters to Secret Committee to 8 August 

of the Court (for Ootacamund) 1855 

(b) Political 

5 . Letters from Court of Directors 1800-89 96 Volumes 
and Secretary of State. and 13 bundles 


9. Political Litters and Dcbpa- 1800-74 207 Volumes 
tches to Court and Secretary and 55 buncos 

of State. 


10. Governor Generars Political 
Despatches to Court and Sec¬ 
retary of State. 

tl. Letters to Court and Secre¬ 
tary of State, 

12. Letters to Court (Ooraca- 
mund) 


13. Bombay Government Des¬ 
patches. 


1810-59 3 bundles 


1800-59 34 bundles 


14 April 4 Volumes 
1834- 
8 October 
1835 

1860-80 34 Volumes 


(c) Foreign 

14. Letters from Court 


1800-27 3 Volumes 


15. Letters to Court 

(d) Secret and Separate 

16, Letters to Secret Committee 


17. (Ootamund) Precidency 
Letters to the Secret 
Committiie, 


1800-25 11 Volumes 


25-29 I Volume 
October> 

1810 

1834-38 I Volume 


Remarks 


(Gaps 1838-54) 


(Gaps i 8 oi -03> 
10-11,13-23, 
30-32* 34 and 
36) 

(Gaps 1806) 


(Gaps i 8 ii- 37 » 
40-41, 43> 

45-46,53-57). 

TGaps 7800-04) 


(Gaps i8oo-07;i 
12, 14, 20-23^ 
26) 

(Gaps 1804,1:$)* 




APPENDIX—i 
LIST OF EXHIBITS 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
A. Documents of General Interest 

1. Farman of Emperor Aurangzeb relating to the appointment of 
Saifullah as Commandant of Nasirabad Fort in place of Nasiruddin 
Khan. 

—Dated 11 Muharram 31 Julus—October 1690. 

2. Letter in Persian from Tipu Sultan saying that he has deputed 
his vakils to the Governor General in order to negotiate a treaty of 
peace with the East India Company. Bears seal and signature of Tipu 
Sultan. 

— Foreign, Persian, Original Receipt 12 February 1792. No. 114. 

3. Letter in Persian from Daulat Rao Sindhia to Sir John Shore, 
Governor General, informing him that Rao Baji Rao, the elder son 
of Raghunath Rao has been installed as the Peswa in succession to 
Madho Rao who is dead. Bears seal of Daulat Rao Sindhia. 

— Foreign, Persian, Original Receipt 9 September 1796, No. 328. 

4. Holograph letter dated 2 September 1823 from James Silk 
Buckingham to John Bownng soliciting subscription for the freedom 
■of press movement in India. Also enclosing a printed memo by the 
author (not available elsewhere) describing in detail his Indian 
-career and the part played by him for the liberty of press. 

—Acquired from Mr. Edward Hall, England, No. 20. 

5. Holograph letter dated 18 November 1824 from Raja Rammohun 
Tloy regarding Unitarian community’s activities in Calcutta. 

—Acquired from Mr. Edward Hall, England, No. 19. 

6. Holograph minute of Lord William Bentinck, Governor General, 
on the constitution and improvement of the Indian army. 

—Foreign, Political, Ooty, 24 October 1834. No. 1. 

7. Copy of a petition presented to Lord William Bentinck, Governor 
General, on 6 February 1835 by a group of prominent British and 
Indian citiz(sis of Calcutta including William Adam, Dwarakanath 
Tagore, BLashik Lai Mtallick, E. M. Gordcm, Rossomoy Dutt, L. L. 
Onrke, C. Hogg, T. H. Burl^ Young, David Here, T, E, M. Turtoa 
Young and J. Sutherland {Haying for the repeal of Sir John Adam’s 

Begttlgtions. 

—Home (Public), 6 February 1835, No. 38. 
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8. Minutes of Messrs W. H. Macnaghten, H. Shakespear and L 
Prinsep, Members of the General Committee of Public Instruction on 
the promotion of education, European literature and science among 
the Indians. 

—Home (Public), 22 April 1835, Nos. 10, lOA, & 11. 

9. Autograph Communication dated 15 June 1835 from the 
CJovernor General-m-Council to T. H. Macaulay informing him that 
they have appointed him an additional Member and the President of 
the Indian Law Commission. 

— Home, Judicial {Civil), 15 June, A, 1835, No. 3. 

10. “Qasida'’ in praise of Lord Hardinge, Governor General, 
composed by Mir 2 a Ghalib, the poet. 

— Foreign, Persian, Original Receipt 1838, No. 268. 

11. Treaty with Denmark transferring Danish Settlements on 
the Continent of India, dated 22 February 1845. (In a red velvet 
cover with a silver seal of Christian VIII, King of Denmark). By 
the terms of this treaty the Danish possessions in India, the town and 
district of Tranquebar on the Coromandel Coast, the town of Seram- 
pore in Bengal and a piece of ground at Balasore were transferred to 
the East India Company. 

—Treaty No, 139 (a), 

12. Minute of Lord Dalhousie. .Governor General, dated 1 April 
1850 on the promotion of female education in India. 

—H<me (Public), 11 April 1850, ‘A’, No. 74. 

13. Holograph minute of Lord Dalhousie, Govempr General, dated 
6 June 1853 on the practicability of preparing postage. Stan^ in. 
India. 

—Home (Public), 1 July 1853, ^o. 3. 

14. Holograph letter (undated) from General H6nry Havelbdc to 
J. Colvin, Lt. Governor, N. W. ^ovinces, announcing his 'fictory 
over Nana Sahib and his future plans towards the relief of Lu^ow. 

—Acquired from Mr. Edward Ball, England, ^0. 39. 

19» Letter dated 12 Odkibet 18167 from Baja Bass 

Bitis4door, Seo'^ary. 'Sritl^ Indian Assodatiibn, to the Secretlty tdi 
the <0^. of Hdme D^t regardiitg more eaEtensi^ 
mtaat of the ^macular languages of India as Uie mediam of tntriie* 

tteiii.,' ■ 

% 

Educaiion^ December IWI, Noa. 14, 
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16. Naming of Mount Everest, the highest peak in the World: 

The letter displayed gives an account of how the height of the 

peak (Peak No. XV) was computed by the Survey of India Depart¬ 
ment. 1 

—Survey of India Records. Vol. No. 665 (p. 184). 

17. Nain Singh Papers .—The Diary in Hindi from Nain Singh, 
the celebrated Indian explorer of the 19th century contains an 
interesting account of his explorations in. Tibet (March 1865—June, 
1866)- In his Diary Nain Singh has given a detailed descrinlicn of 
latitudes and longitudes of the various places visited by him and 
also interesting accounts of the social customs and practices prevail¬ 
ing there, particularly in Lhasa. It would be of interest to know 
that in view of the Royal Geographical Society of London, his cor- 
tribution to the Geography of Asia was as great as that of any single 
man’s in the 19th century. 

—Survey of India, Vol. No. 2A, No. 433, 1867, (pp. 2 and 3). 

18. Holograph letter dated 4 January, 1882, from Fredrich Max 
Muller, Orientalist, to Dr. Reinhold Rost enquiring about the miss¬ 
ing numbers of Pratapakandra’s Ramayana and- Mababharata. 

—Acquired from Mr. Edward Hall. England. No. 48. 

19. Sarojini Naidu’s letter dated 24 December, 1903, (from 
Hyderabad-Deccan) to Edmund Gosse, sending some poems compos¬ 
ed by her. 

—Acquired hy the N.A.l. 

20. Letter from Gopal Krishna Gokhale dated 18 February, 
1910 to the Secretary, Legislative Deptt. forwarding his resolution 
on compulsory free elementary education. It will be recalled that 
the introduction of free education was one of the objects which G. K. 
Gokhale had made his life mission and that all his endeavours came 
to nothing chiefly through official inertia and red tape. 

—Legislative B. April, 1910, Nos. 215 —18. 

^1. Memorial dated 16 June, 1911, from the inhabitants of Assam 
’tnd Bengal on the partition of Bengal. It bears signatures of person¬ 
alities like Rash Beharv Ghosh, Taraknath Palit. Surendra Nath 
Sanerjee. Ramananda Chatterjee etc. 

—Home (Delhi), 1911, December, No. 12, Part B, 

(pp. 12 and 13). 

22. Srinivasa Ramanujan (Fellow of the Royal Society and 
fellow to Trinity College, Cambridge), the great Mathematician, 
applies (9 February, 1912), to the Madras Port Trust for the post of 
a cleik art Rs, 25 p. m. Ramanujan died in April, 1920, at the age of 
SSi ondy:' 

—^Aequvred by the N,AJ. 
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23. Lain Lajpat Rai’s Diary.r—The manuscript is a condensed 
account in Lala Lajpat Rai’s hand-writing of his visit to United 
States of America and Japan (1914—17); and a record of his doings 
and those of his compatriots who were preaching India’s cause In 
the States, 

—Acquired by the N.A.I. 

24. Mahatma Gandhi’s letter dated 16 April, 1917. to the District 
Magistrate of Motihari, refusing to obey the order under Section 
144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, adds that he would suffer 
the penalty of disobedience. 

—Acquired by the N.A.I. 

B. Documents on Delhi 

25. Proclamation of Delhi soldiers during the Rebellion of 1857, 
announcing that they have annihilated the British and have restored 
the Imperial regime and asking all to join the movement and to 
distribute copies of the proclamation all over India, (Urdu proclama¬ 
tion which appears to have been issued immediately after the out¬ 
break in Delhi. The present copy is the one which was intercepted 
by the British in Bhopal in August 1857). 

Secret, 27 November, 1857, No. 296 (p. 1). 

26. Proclamation issued by the Hindus and Muslims assembled 
in Delhi asking the entire population of India to rise against the 
alien Government. The proclamation stresses that the aliens “have 
ruined Hindustan by heavy assessments and. improper cesses’" have 
robbed the learned and the respectable of their occupation and have 
rendered m'llions “destitute of the necessaries of life,’’ the army 
is “disaffected from Calcutta to Peshawar” and the time has arisen 
for turning the tyrants to account. (English translation. Lord Can¬ 
ning issued special instrijictions for preventing the circulation of thi.s 
appeal). 

Secret, 30 April 1858, No. 14 (p. 17). 

27. Delhi soldiers’ appeal to the Sepoys stationed in Lahore: “You 

who are.our brothers in arms are sitting idly there. Such conduct 

Is unbecoming. In whatever way you can, destory the enen^ of your 
religion and come to Delhi (English translation).” . ' 

! Secret, 30 April 1858, No. 14 (p. 13). 

28. The* fanvou.*! Mathematician Ramchandra’s lettet dated 6th 
December, 1857. to the Military Governor of Delhi describinf. the 
atrocities committed by the British soldiers in Delhi. 

Secret, 29 Jcmitcrj/, 1858, IVo, 524 (p. 1). 




139 


29. Notification of the Government of India dated 1 January, 
1877 on the occasion of the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi proclaim>^ 
ing to the Chiefs and people of India the assumption of the title 
“Empress of India” by Queen Victoria. 

Foreign (Political), Deposit, A, December 1877, 

Nos. 286—496 (p. 86). 

30. Despatch dated 1 November, 1911. from Marquis of Crewe. 
Secretary of State for India to Lord Hardinge, Governor General 
and Viceroy of India on the transfer of capital from Calcutta ta 
Delhi. 

Home (Delhi), A, December, 1911, Nos. 8—11 (pp. 12-13). 

31. Government of India (Home Department) Notification No. 911 
dated 17 September, 1912, announcing the formation of the Chief 
Commissionership of Delhi and the appointment of William Malcolm 
Hailey, C.I.E.. I.C.S. as the Chief Commissioner with effect from 
1st October, 1912. 

Home (Delhi), A, October, 1912. Nos. 3—12 (p. 170). 

32. Original agreement dated 11 November. 1913 between the 
Secretary of State for India and Herbert Baker (South Africa) and 
Edwin Landseer Lutyens (England), the Architects in connection 
with the construction of new capital at Delhi. 

Public Works Department Papers. 1913 (p. 1). 

Maps and Plans on Delhi 

33. Sketch of the environs of Delhi in 1807. Surveyed by Lieut, 
P. S. White. Scale l"=li miles. 

Survey of India. Folio No. 183, Sheet No. 24. 

34. Plan of Jantar Mantar Observatory. The Jantar Mantar was 
built by Maharaja Jai Singh II of Jaipur at Delhi about the year 
1724. The other similar observatories were also built by him at 
Banaras, Ujjain, Jaipur and Mathura. The survey of the observa¬ 
tory at Delhi was carried out by W. E. Chick in September. 1822. 

Survey of India. Folio No. 183. Sheet No. 31. 

35. Plan of the city of Delhi showing a portion of its environs 
and the position of the British force during the seige and capture of 
the city in 1857. Surveyed by Maj. General A. Wilson and Lt. Col. 
R. B. Smith. Scale r'=2,000 ft. 

Stirvey of India, Folio No, 183, Sheet No, 25, 

,38.: Plhn of seating arrangements at the Coronation Durbar 
Anc^tmeatre at Delhi in 1911. Scale r~200 ft. 

, r " foreign (jpoUticed), Internal, A, July, 1912, Nos. 38—99-^ 
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37. Map of the layout of avenues and roads etc., of the new 
knperial Capital of Delhi. Surveyed in 1870-71 and revised in 1912. 
'Scale 4"=1 mile. 

Public Works Department Civil Works (Buildings), A, 

June, 1913, Nos. 31—34. 

38. Map showing the areas belonging to United Province on the 
■eastern bank of Jamuna which were included in Delhi after its 
.formation as a separate province in 1912. Scale 2"=1 mile. 

Home (Delhi), A, March, 1913, Nos. 1—5. 

Orissa Staff Archives, Bhubaneswar 
Persian 

39. Muhammad Shah Ghazi (1719-48). Sanad granted by H. M. 
Muhammad Shah Ghazi to Sheikh Hidayatullah for 8 hatis and 14 
mans of land. 


Oriya 

40. Proceeding of collector dated 31st July, 1846, on the applica¬ 
tion of Raja Mardaraj Janardan Sendha of Kujanga for attacking 
the Killah for clearance of debts made by the Raja. 

41. A palm leaf sanad granted by Narayan Deo of Gangpur 
Estate. 


Bengali 

42. Representation of Sri Dayanidhi Mangraj Chaudhury to Lord 
Minto about fixation of the Sadr Jama of his Zamindari. 


43. Samples of papers containing the detailed accounts’ of the 
•expenses of the temple of Jagannath, Puri for the years 1801-*-06, 
-A. D. ;v 


English 

44. A letter from the Chief Secretary to the GovemmenlS|»''tjhe 
■Commissioner. Cuttack dated the 11th February, 1814, explaining 
•the Government policy towards the management of the Jagannath 
temple. 


?TATE CENTRAL RECORDS OFFICE, BIHAR 
Pefsiah 

45. “Bhdslmh” letters dated the 10th Shawal—5th year of the 
TeiiS^ of Ahth«d Shah Radshah (10 August 1753 AD.) fwitlii seal of 
ifawab Ali Vardi Khan Bahadur! addressed to Itaja Ram Naea^ui 
<^vemor of Bihar) to the that one jSyed Sic^uddin Khadim 




HI 

of Shah Rushtum Ali, deposed that the fixed Jumma of the village 
Shambhupur Baijnath in Pargana Bisara which was settled previous¬ 
ly, was enhapced by the Amils of the Pargana in spite of the exemp¬ 
tion orders from the deceased Nawab. As it was the case of the 
'$adaaf the Amil of the Pargana should be warned against undue 
interference and should comply with the orders enunciated in the 
previous Sanads. 

46. Farman dated the 24th Mehr Elahi—9th year of the reign of 
Shah Jahan Badshah (with royal seal and Tughra and seal of Afzal 
Khan, Mooswee Khan and Bunde I?as etc.) granting exemption from 
payment of rent and all demands pertaining to 220 bighas of land 
in the Parganas in sarkar Bihar arid sarkar Hajipur, which were 
settled previously in the name of Shaikh Habib etc., as madad mash. 
The grailtee having been given audience before the Emperor, 
brought to his notice, his rights of previous settlement made in 1033 
Hijii (1623-24 A. D.) and the Farman issued accordingly. 

47. Farman dated the 26th Noor Mah Elahi—^22nd year of the 
reign of Shah Jahangir Badshah [1036 Hijri (1626-27. A. D.) with 
royal seal and Tughra and their illegible seals! for the grant of 275' 
bighas of land in the village Koela Mahan, in Pargana Besara, Suba 
Pihar, in the name of Shababuddin, son of Syed Jelal, deceased, as 
mad^ mash. The State of affairs with the grantee was brought to 
the liotice of the Emperor by Khawas Khan and the Farman issued 
accordingly. 

English 

48. Oeatib Warrants of Waris Ali, Peer Ali Khan, Ghuseeta, 
Narayaii Singh, Fukeej, etc,, charged with rebellion against East 
India Company’s Government during 1857 Movement, 

Proceedings (Judicial A No. 74/77 dated the 12th January, 
1^) in the tiial of Hurkissan Singh, General of Babu Kuer Singh, 
hy R. Ri^ardsoh, Judge of Shahabad, dated 29th and 30th Novem¬ 
ber and 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 16th December, 1859, (both original as 
well as in print). This 'document gives an idea of the Revolutionary 
Government «t Shahahad as well as other details regarding Kuer 
Singh’s stormy career. 

: \ ALMATiON OPFIC^E, POONA ■ 

Persian 

SO. Farman dated Ma^, 16 ^ in ^er^an script issued 
Aurangsseb continuing the l^amindari bl Islsuntek in the name of 

the Sftigfial airmy. (It bears seal in 
at the t(^ of the writing and also a 
contain# five Persian 





61 An anecdote from the Gangakhed collection illustrating the 
sajgacity of Nana Phadnavis. Once a learned visitor, who was wett» 
versed in many languages, challenged Nana Hxadnavis to discover 
his (the visitor’s) mother tongue. Nana ordered several pandits who 
knew different languages to converse with him but this plan proved 
ineffective as the visitor could converse freely in any language. 
Nana aaked for a day’s time to give his reply an<i dismissed the 
visitor. At night, as the visitor slept, one of Nana’s agents splash- 
ed cold water on his face. The visitor, rudely startled from sleep, 
began cursing in the Kannada language, Thus his mother-tongue 
was discovered. 

A 961 Early 19th 

Century 

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM 

65. A story is told to show as to what happens to one in his 
rebirth as a result of charity. The pictures show that one became 
rich by giving a bundle of fuel as charity, and the other becoming 
King Sarva Bhauma by offering a cow. 

Folio: 

149 (6) 
Contents. 

PANJAB RECORD OFFICE, PATIALA 

66. Gtilab Noma by Dewan Kirpa Ram (Manuscript). 

A contemporary narration of the remarkable career and 
achievements of Maharaja Gulab Singh. 

67. Tarikh-i-Sikhan —^Vols. I & II. . . , ' 

History of the Panjab from the rise of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 
to the annexation of the Pan jab .1849 A. D. and' ^the. post- 
Ranjit Singh period 1839-1849 A. D. 

,68. fqbol Nfma-ir-Jdhangin (Manuscript) by Mautmid Khan: 

69. Tatoan)pri-Koshmir—(Manuscript) by Col. Mahan Singh- 
A unique History of Kashmir. 

70. Zafar Nama (Illustrated) by Guru Gobind Singh—scribe- 
Pt. Raja Ram Tota, dated 19^ Bk. 1872 A. D. 

A letter to Auiangzeb by the 10th Guru of the SUdba to. alert 
him.against his atrocities towards the people of l^diia. 

71.,Ask<ttipm«dk« (^]h*l^^»rat) by Kavl ^jTkkhan Chcpia-K^t 

■ "'0^ of Rangal Das of Jalalpur; oito orttie ^ 

po^ and writers of the 10th Sikh Gvum- .IStitcdi 4?^ 



HI 


Ugmishads, ‘(Kiil«iM'>^pnju^a4)» 

Translation—Muhammad Dara Shikoh. 

» 

C. SPECIMENS OF REPAHl -St PfU^ERVATION WORK DONE 
IN THE WATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
Brittle documents ; Improper storage. 

i^j^sjcal. condition of old documents does not merely depend on 
their It also depend on the way they are kept. Keeping 
docuhients folded in bundles tied between two wooden boards was 
oiie of the niethp^ of preserving. This method is highly unsuitable 
from ibe'point of view of preservation as paper kept folded becomes 
weak along with tbe folds^ and is thus damaged. 

Speeiiia^ (a) Photograpk of folded bundles. 

74. Specimen (b) some folded, brittle documents. 

Upkeep of r&iords: Dusting. 

Accumulation, of dust amoag recbrds is unhygaenic for persons 
working in the record room. It also damages paper and other record 
materials, and accelerates the growth of fungus. Regular cleaning 
o(fi records with electric vacuum cleaners in the muniment rooms, and 
perit^ieal cleaning on a sj^cial dusting table by blowing air through 
nozzles under high>pressure’kee|>s. them free from dust, and preserve 
the rerords. well. 

75. Specimen (a) Photograph of a section of stack area being 
cleaned with vacuum, cleaner (National Archives of India). 

76. Specimen (b) Photograph, illustratii^ dusting of records on 
an 4ir‘^lbauiug (National Atcbives of India). 

Upkeep of records:; Ineei^ Control hy Vaedpmi-fnmigation. 

Mechanised fumigation of records in'vacuum with carbobride ihix- 
; turn (Kthykfte oaidet carbon dtoxidB :: 1:9 by weight), is quic^r 
than the other, fumigation processes followed so far by the ardiival 
institutions (kc., Thymol and paradichJ«robenzene fumigation in air- 
I tight vaults). The process is very effective since tiny eggs of insects 
which are unaffected in the other processes, burst open in vacuum 
and the lives inside the eggs are killdct 

77. i^dto^aph of vacuum fvUftigation plant (National AnAives 

■'f lifeteb ^ ■ 

biH^le documents: FUfttenpg of folded sheets in 

JW rehabilitation of old' folded dowiments it is necessary that 



78. Specimen (a) Photograph of ‘Rotary Iwmer* <Natibhal 
Ardiives of India). . , 

7&. Specimen (b) A flattened document. 

Rehabilitation of documents; Reinforcement by Lamination 
(Mechanised Process). 

Lamination, comprises of sandwiching the brittle documents 
between two pieces of cellulose acetate foil by the application of 
beat and pressure. Not only does this method imparts strength to 
the document, but it also protects the document from damage by 
moisture, acidic gases, atmospheric impurities, and insects. Deacidi- 
flcation of documents with calcium hydroxide and calcium bicar¬ 
bonate (Barrow’s method) prior to lamination, and incorporation of 
tissue paper with cellulose acetate foil during lamination results in 
better reinforcement and performance. 

80. Specimen (a) A laminated document (without tissue), 

81. Specimen (b) A laminated document (with tissue). 

82. Specimen (c) A map repaired by lamination. 

83. Specimen (d) A painting repaired by lamination. 

84. Specimen (e) An illuminated document repaired by lamination., 

85. Specimen (f) Lamination bound volume. 


Rehabilitation of documents; Guarding and docketing of laminated 
sheets. 


A margin of tissue paper and cellulose acetate foil on the left 
hand side of the document provides sufficient flexibility to act as 
guard and can withstand the stitches during docketing, ‘ Alteniative- 
ly the sheets can be easily guarded with hand-made paper lising 
acetone and Cellulose acetate foil as an adhesive. 

86. Specimen (a) Laminated sheet guarded with. hand-ma^d-H^!'^^ 
and dodceted. • ■ . 


87. Specimen (b) Laminated sheet with tissue paper, guiitfi!^ and 
dodceted. 

Rehabilitation of documents; Process and materials 

88. Specimen (a). Laminati^ Press (National Archive^^ .fodia). 

89. Specimen (b) Chiflfon, '^sue paper, hand-made paj^i muslin 
and cellulose acetate foil. 

90. Specimen (c) Calcium hydroxide and calChim 

aolpt^tms. , 

Upfcttep 0# miprda: Storogw; In Coiti 

, ;Kit^ipibg dbdcetbd carton htnms 

v form of storage. The <:arton bojces oontainf 





irhohate 


. hpJces. 

Ideal 



w 

sheets are kept in air-conditioned stack room. Air-condi¬ 
tioned atmosphere ensures maximum longevity and pre¬ 
serve the laminated records well for posterity. 

91. Specimen (a) Photograph of a carton box containing laminat¬ 
ed sheets. 

92. Specimen (b) Section of the air-conditioned muniment room 
(National Archives of India).. 

ADVANCEMENT IN PHOTODUPLICATION OF-RECORDS: 

Portable microfilm unit in the National Archives of India. 
Portable microfilm camera. 

Microfilming is an accepted technique of preservation and re¬ 
production. Since transit of rare manuscripts is not safe, they can 
be microfilmed with Portable Microfilm Camera at site. 

93. Specimen (a) Photograph of Poilable Microfilm camera Model 
E (National Archives of India). 

94. Specimen (b) Strip of Microfilm negative. 

Portable Microfilm Enlarger. 

Prints of readable size can be easily obtained by the portable 
microfilm enlarger. 

95. Portable Microfilm Enlarger. 

96. Specimen of a Photographic print. 

Portable Microfilm Reader. 

Unlike other microfilm readers, a portable microfilm reader is 
easy to carry while it makes the reading of microfilms as conveni¬ 
ent as the bigger models. 

97. Portable Microfilm Reader. 

Portable Microfilm Printer. 

Positive microfilm copies can be made out from the negative by 
the Portable Microfilm Printer. 

98. Portable Microfilm Printer. 

99. Specimen of Positive microfilm copy. 
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